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| am writing this month with both hats on, SO a@s we give the bees their final feeds beforéewand
Chair and Editor.  While putting together Octobert@ke stock of the passing year, please let thedtame
Northern Lights we have had real problems choosinge@m know if there are any teaching topics or sujgou
which of the many photos of our various activitiesput ~ Would like to include as a session for next year.
in.  Whilst going through them | realize how muzdre flowa!
and work has gone into providing us with some dgoéel
workshops and opportunities to really increase ouireetings all members!
knowledge of beekeeping. | have had very positeel-
back and take this opportunity to pass this orlltofaou
that have made it possible. Thank you. of the North Devon Branch (of the Devon BeeKeepers
Please note that the AGM date given out in Septembe Association) will take place
Northern Lights has been brought forward to Satyrd at the Horestone Apiary
14th November. This is because we discoveredithat on Saturday 14th November at 2pm
would have clashed with the Central AssociatiorBeé
keepers annual meeting in Stratford which quiteva 6f
our members had planned to attend.

Our next opportunity to meet together as a Brasabur
Honey Show weekend. You should have all receared
Show Schedule and Entry form either by email owittn
last months Newsletter. If you have mislaid it hee
know and | will email another. We will be sengliout a
“returnable email entry form” in the next few dayhich
some of you may find more convenient than by post
Simply fill it out on line and forward it to Jack ih-
mery. Sylvie

The meeting will be run according to the Rules tloat
will find printed in your DBKA 2009 Yearbook, using
both the Branch Rules, and those of the DBKA ,asmt
organisation. You should note that only Registened
Partner Members are eligible to vote etc at the AGM
Register of Attendance must be signed, and aflisligi-
ble members will be available.

Agendas for the meeting will be available at the=timg.
A Member wishing to propose any matter for disaussi
at the Branch AGM, shall notify the Branch Secrgiar
writing at least 14 days before the meeting in otiat it
_may be placed on the agenda. | shall endeavourcia-c
September yet again, |ate the Agenda to you by e-mail well before theMG

proved a beautifully sunny month and the bees tite s (though obviously not more than 14 days before!).
arriving at the hive entrance loaded with yellowlgro

possi_bly collected from the Michaelmas daisied@vér-  5q 4t the previous AGM, the following Branch Commit
ing Himalayan balsam. tee positions shall be elected:

Our colonies have enjoyed this late summer warmth a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Branch Secretary, Treasure
are doing well. They were checked by Brian Marchaniapiary Manager, Show & Social Events Coordinator,
our microscopist and those found suffering withema  Education & Exam Secretary, 4 Committee Members.
were subsequently treated with Fumidil B. The autum

varroa mite treatment with Apiguard has been cotadle Patrick Moore, Secretary

and feeding is still in progress. North Devon Branch

Talking about diseases, Adam Vevers, regional bee i D€von BeeKeepers Association

spector, Richard Ball anql our Iogal seasonal |rt§pec DIARY DATES

Peter Auger, lead a fascinating disease recognden

recently, where members experienced hands-on gestinraturday 10TH October—Buckfast Bee Day

for EFB and AFB. 24th 25th October - Branch Honey Show, St Johns

Teaching at the apiary this month saw Jack Mummery9—31 October—National Honey Show, Weybridge

talking about preparing items for the honey showQmA  8th November - Microscopy Day with Brian Marchant -
tober---so any queries on the guidelines, plea® t6  fyrther details soon.

Jack directly. Saturday 14th November Branch AGM 2pm

The wax-rendering/handling day has been postparred f ) - o
this month until Chris Tozers’ workload has dimimesd a é?ratfideV%Z&?g Coi]?erltéﬁlcsssomatlon of Beekegpers

fraction!



THE BRANCH HONEY SHOW

The branch Honey Show is approaching and will silkee on Saturday and Sunday 24 and 25 Octobér at S
John’s Garden centre, Barnstaple. This is an appibty for your branch to “show case” itself ana jou to
have some fun and enjoyment in preparing bee ptedacthe show. If you've never entered the shew

fore think about entering the “Novice” class. Bgmnovice doesn’t exclude you from entering asynan
classes as you can cope with. Read the show dehaald get those entries posted off or ‘e’ maitethe en-
tries secretary as soon as possible.

GENERAL TIPS FOR SHOWING

Rules

Read the schedule and rules carefully and follair uidance for position of labels, size of itests. Judges
may disqualify exhibits that do not adhere to thles!

Run Honey

Filter honey through a fine straining cloth, or el layers of clean, fine muslin. Warming the épto
no more than 40 C. will ease the filtering. Filteore than you need. Mix the filtered honey tovpde
consistency of flavour and colour; use spare hdodgp up if necessary.

Only use new honey jars preferably with the sanmabrars/lettering on their bases. Warm the jars be-
fore pouring in your prepared honey, fill to jusidw the jar top.

Ensure there are not any particles of wax on thefdhe honey

Remove bubbles from the top of honey with a cleanspoon and/or clean cocktail stick
Only use new lids

Wipe around the inside top of the jar

Make sure the external jar thread is clean

Replace the travelled lids with clean new, un-strad/un-dented ones when staging.

Granulated Honey
Ensure that there is no evidence of granulatedrifaan the honey surface and that the surface does n
have any particles of dirt or propolis. Likewigesare that the honey against the underside ofthegs-
n't got any dirt or propolis specs showing
Follow the same cleanliness guides with lids asdarhoney

Creamed Honey

Remember that creamed honey should be set andleeensistency of butter. It SHOULD NOT be
granulated honey stirred to make it semi liquid.

Ensure that there are not any visible air bubbles
Follow the same tips as Granulated honey

Chunk Honey

Endeavour to fit as large a piece of FULL and FULtapped comb as possible in the jar. Avoid comb
which have empty cells or cells of pollen.

Top up the jar with warm, filtered, palest honeyw ymave.
Remove any wax flakes from the top of the liquichéyn

Cut Comb

Use even, flat capped comb with very white cappings

Cut the comb to fit the container and place, best gp on a wire rack to drain, before carefullgguhg
in the container.

Store in the deep freeze to kill any wax moth emygs prevent crystallization.
DO NOT use comb that has crystallized.



Shallow Comb for Extraction

Try to clean the frame of the frame of honey fdraotion by carefully scraping the exposed surfates
remove unwanted wax and propolis.

Don't use a frame that has a large number of upedygells or cells containing pollen
Choose a frame with flat and very white cappirigmssible.

Mead
Use Bordeaux style punted bottles for mead (See ®Blow rules)
Filter mead through a wine filter into a clean cleattle
Wax
Ron Brown’s book, “Beeswax” gives techniques fardqucing good wax exhibits.
Only use wax cappings for wax classes and wash iheain water
Pick out as much discoloured wax, pollen and piiegobm the cappings before melting. Do not heat
too much or the crystalline structure will be aféat
Filter wax through a coffee filter or similar beéomoulding for candles or blocks or cakes
Polish moulds with a lint free cloth and wipe wildry cloth with a little washing up liquid on. i§h
will assist de-moulding
Warm the moulds to prevent the wax setting aspbisred into the moulds. The result resembles a se
ries of horizontal lines on the edge of the wax.
Avoid allowing the wax to cool too quickly or themesay be excessive shrinkage
If the wax moulding is reluctant to leave it's méuimmerse the mould and wax in cold water anddeav
until the wax floats out.
Polish the finished wax with a silk cloth
Candles

Ensure that any wick that is above the wax has dgmed in liquid wax before placing in the mould.
The judge will light the candle. If the exposeahkvis not charged with wax it may not light easily.
Other classes

Follow the size guidelines for photos and maximwmhber of words for caption and present them as
best you can by mounting on card.

Follow recipes for cookery classes. Only presdmtis requested. Again think about presentation;
make your products as attractive as you can, e flalge in “petits fours” cases.

Jack Mummery

This should be the highlight of our local beekegpjiear!
Please enter as many classes as you possibly eaee Jack's comments in this issue
Please bring as many goods for sale as possibleee Dave’s instructions in this issue
AND
Please volunteer to help at sometime over 93 24" and 25" October

We shall need: helpers for Chris Tozer in settipgand dismantling, a sales team to work with Jeahzave Morris
and people to talk to the public about beekeeping.

Many thanks to those who have already volunteetegbu are now prepared to commit some time pleasgact the
Apiary Manager: “Flowa” — Mary Houldsworth at emarhhouldsworth@hotmail.comor tel: 01271 321911
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THOSE ENTERING ITEMS

Please follow the instructions on the entry forfybur entry form reaches Jack Mummery before Tag8d" Octo-
berhe will post your number, sticky labels etc to ydthe closing date for entry forms to reach Jackhursday 2%
October . If your form arrives between™&nd 23 October Jack will issue your number when you biiems for
staging on Friday 23between 5.30pm and 8pm.

NB the online Entry Form can be forwarded by emailstraight to Jack.
All entries must remain on show until the Show eat 4pm on Sunday 25
Margaret (Please note that | am away until"18ctober — all queries to Fi@.)




SELLER CHECK LIST

NAME:-

HORESTONE APIARY SHOW

2009

ITEM

QTY

PRICE

QTY SOLD

TOTAL

LESS %

Nett Amount Due -

ALL ITEMS MUST BE CORRECTLY MARKED - AS PER CURRENT REGULATIONS.

OCTOBER 2009



The Apiary is looking '$ & Alan James has kindly
for Honey, Wax and other related Bee productstbas  given us a very useful book, The Beekeepers Haridboo
our Honey Show on the 24/25th October 2009. oli y by Sammataro and Avitabile. This is a very compnehe
have any of these items for sale could fithun the form sive guide with clear illustrations even if we ddrave to

on page 4 and bring them to St John’s Garden Centre worry about bears knocking over our hives as theynd
between 5.50 pm and 8.00 pm on Friday 23 OctobeAmerica.

2009. ltems will also be accepted before 9.30 arBat- | gm aware that some members have problems regurnin
Urday 24 October and 10.30 am on Sunday 25 October. books reasonab|y on time (|0an period 4 Weeks) us=ra
PRICE LIST of not being able to get to Horestone regularly.Bip
Hone 11b £4.90 with this Dave and Jean and B4Bs have kindly agreed
y that return books may be left at the B4Bs shop wiwen
Honey 8 0z £2.80 are purchasing your supplies. This doesnt meah tha
H 4 £1.70 books can be borrowed from the shop, that woultbbe
oney 0z ' complicated for the librarian!
Polish Tin 209 £2.00 If you would like to request/reserve books for yadmter
Fudge 100 g £1.30 fireside reading please phone or email the libraria
Honey Comb 8 07 £4.80 Julie 01598 710986 g¢elkin@btinternet.com
Honey and Beeswax soap Bar £2.10 ML () R (4

Now the active beekeeping season is slowing dorem fTues-
There will be a 10% commission on all sales, which day 3% November 2009 until February 2010 the B4B Shop wil

go to Apiary Funds. Jean and Dave only be open ON REQUEST.

Orders will still be processed by Phone or e-mail.
(- - & DO NOT FORGET - OUR GIFT VOUCHERS AT £5.00 &
We have just spent a very interesting and inforveadiay | £10.00 MAKE GOOD CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
of talks and discussions on this huge and impottpit. The B4B shop will NOT be open on Tuesday
Expertly led by Adam Vevers we also had the beméfit | 27th October.
the combined knowledge of Richard Ball and Peteyeku
Seeing the ‘foul broods' in the flesh, hopefullytfee first
and last time for most of us, and using the teditggwas | | found it reassuring and interesting to have infation,
a rare opportunity. Many thanks to everyone whoenad, photographs and some combs displaying some of &ie m
this valuable day possible Julie serious diseases that are affecting our bees asd thn
the continent and in America and how we are tryong
tackle the problem of helping bees to control them.
As a complete beginner | am not sure | will evezogmise
them in a hive, as | am finding it challenging tolw
what is even normal as yet, but it was a pleasashirgor-
mative day. Thanks. Bridget

Foul Brood Testing Kits - photo on the left, T baga-
tive, 2 bars positive.
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