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Now that the bee year is almost over, most of us have 
come through bee-wise fairly well. Despite the world 
gloom most colonies have not succumbed.  There have 
been, however, some oddities with nucleus rearing this 
year, most were OK but a number just faded away for no 
apparent reason.  I noticed what I considered a less than 
normal number of drones in some hives, perhaps new 
queens could not find suitable mates on their trip out.  

The weather could have been kinder as most of us 
have little or no honey again.  Those who were quick off 
the mark and took some off at the end of July scored a hit.  
Those of us (me included) who thought “I will leave it to 
the end of August” found that the bees either ate it or took 
it all down.  Such is Devon beekeeping.  
However we fared, I am sure that most will have enough 
to enter a pot or two in the honey show at St John’s and 
there are new recipes for the cooks amongst us to have a 
go at.  Last year’s St John’s event was a great success and 
all those that put in entries should have been pleased with 
the wonderful exhibit that the branch stands made in the 
show as a whole 
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The branch meeting building, together with the surround-
ing apiary, offer a superb education facility. This has been 
made possible by the great efforts of the present Commit-
tee and of dedicated helpers past and present.  Horestone 
Apiary is now the official location for the training and 
education of beekeepers for the North Devon Branch of 
DBKA. 
The course that ended in July was a great success and as 
far as I am aware all those that attended are now beekeep-
ers and members of DBKA, and a significant number 
have already expressed a wish to take the Basic Assess-
ment. 
The course that is to start in February will follow the 
same theme of informality and confidence building and 
will again be wholly practical and hands on.  Because of 
the success of the last course we are anticipating that we 
may well be over subscribed for the full course (Feb to 
July).  We are therefore holding two, two-day courses in 
the spring. 
If any member has friends or family that want to become 
beekeepers and join one of the courses, get in touch 
ASAP as we are working on a first come first served ba-
sis.  Details of the courses are available from me. 
                                       Jim Slade             01769 580 918 
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11/12 October  St Johns Wildlife Weekend, Barnstaple 
18/19 October, Eggesford Apple Day 
25/26 October ������
���
 
���! —St Johns Gar-
den Centre, Barnstaple. 
October 30—Nov 1, National Honey Show, Weybridge. 
8 November—skittles  - see above. 
Sunday 16 November �"# —Open Day from 1pm with 
a light buffet lunch, followed at 2.30 pm by AGM 
20 November Earthwatch Debate: focusing on the worlds 
most irreplaceable species see www.earthwatch.org 
17 January, 2009 Christmas/New Year lunch at R & 
Fortescue Hotel, Barnstaple.  Further details next month. 
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Yes, I make no apology for raising this now !  Although I 
shall not be treasurer next year, we must endeavour to 
have member subscriptions in earlier in fu-
ture.  Subscriptions are supposed to be paid by the first 
day of the calendar year, and in recent years we have 
been chasing folk well into late Spring !  Please help next 
year's treasurer and membership secretary by completing 
the subscription form and payment in time.  We are one 
of the biggest branches in the country, and it is unfair to 
needlessly impact volunteer and monetary re-
sources.  The 2009 forms will be sent out soon, and will 
also be on our website shortly. .     
Please do it early and help all involved; please do not 
wait for our AGM, or Christmas, or New Year, Valen-
tine's Day, Easter, Whitsun .......                             Dave J 

 
 

  Photo from Beryls trip 
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It’s raining again….the bees do not like it.  Schoolchildren do not like it.  The only part of the Quince Honey Farm to 
benefit from another wet day is the indoor museum, shop and restaurant.  It was there on 21 August that some members 
and friends of the NDBKA met for one of their evening meetings, at the invitation of owner Paddy Wallace. 
 
Paddy was born into beekeeping, and has been in the industry 38 years.  Beekeeping was the hobby taken up by his 
grandfather when he retired to North Devon during WWII, one of the attractions being the extra sugar ration allowed 
for the bees!  On being demobbed at the end of the war, Paddy’s father became a beekeeper and bought the current site 
of Quince Honey Farm 30 years ago.  There are now 1500 hives throughout Devon. 
 

Following this introduction, we were free to wander around the museum.  This is directly above the factory and consists 
of static and interactive displays.  Children, adults and novice beekeepers all have something to learn from the compre-
hensive and well illustrated data on display.  Apart from demonstrations of the different types of honey and various  
uses of beeswax, the history of hives, production of honey in the wild, types of equipment in use in the UK, method of 
extraction of honey from combs and production of beeswax foundation are all covered. 
 

It is the interactive displays which are a revelation to those who have never had the opportunity to see a hive in cross– 
section without the risk of being stung.  A series of tall 4 sided glass boxes extend from floor to roof, at which point the 
viewing box is open to the atmosphere, allowing the bees permanent access to their normal environment.  At the same 
time, visitors can view such displays as a nest:- in a hollow tree, inside a skep and inside a conventional hive. 
 

Part of Paddy’s talk included the following topics: 
 SITING OF HIVES  Apart from avoiding rain falling on hives from over hanging trees, they need to be near 
fresh water, pollen in early spring and autumn, and nectar.  Bearing in mind the scarcity of available food in a bad year, 
the ideal is to have ten hives per apiary, each being three miles from the next apiary.  But with transport and labour cost 
escalating, the Farm uses a higher density of up to 30 hives per apiary.  The hives need to be placed in a pattern  to re-
duce the chance of drifting.  They need to be sited clear of heavy machinery, as ploughing, mowing and vibration all 
disturb them.  Siting the hives facing the sun not only keeps the hive warm and allows rainwater to dry off, but  gives 
the maximum number of hours of daylight for the forager bees to locate food sources.  Avoiding frost pockets is also 
important so that the ambient temperature does not drop below 7C (45F). 
 

Despite finding what appears to be an excellent site for an apiary, one hive always does better than the rest.  This is due 
to its location, not to the colony.  If the hives are moved around, the same site will be found to have the best performing 
hive next year. 
 

 ECONOMICS  It takes two very committed men working full time to look after 1500 hives.  In the last few years 
a number of mechanical aids have been  introduced .  Winter causes losses of 10-30% per annum, up from, 8% twenty 
years age.  To make up for this, hives are split as soon as the drones start flying in the spring.  One man can feed 125 
hives a day, depending on how far apart the apiaries are.  In summer the hives are moved onto the moors for heather. 
 FOOD SUPPLEMENTS The spring of 1978 was very bad, and shortage of pollen was recognised for the first 
time as a problem requiring pollen supplements. 
 

The group met up again for questions over tea and biscuits.  The audience was amazed to hear how much work is re-
quired to move 1500 hives onto the moors to benefit from the heather each summer.  The whole process is carefully 
planned over the course of ten days and nights to minimise confusing the bees.  However the work is physically de-
manding and results in sleep deprivation and exhaustion.  Not surprisingly, this does not encourage new recruits to 
commercial beekeeping.  After taking the honey off, the return journey is made in October. 
 

Another question concerned the management of aggressive bees.  Moving the hive away from neighbours, but hang on 
to the colony was Paddy’s advice, together with donning a nylon suit, which in his experience definitely reduces the 
number of bee stings. 
 

The vote of thanks for Paddy and Jean’s hospitality included appreciation of his humble approach, and wealth of ex-
perience generously shared with those present. 
 

Contributed by Jenny Isaacson, 
(guest of Mel Browne) very much a non-beekeeper who immensely enjoyed her trip to the Farm. 



 not, try putting it in the freezer for a while.   DO NOT get 
it covered with finger marks. 
You should have a good sample - not good enough for the 
National Show, but it will pass muster for the local 
shows.                                                       Kay Thomas 
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Thankfully August 26th dawned dry and sunny: a rare 
event in itself worth recording for posterity! This was the 
day the ITV team had arranged to visit the Branch Apiary 
in order to film a session showing country crafts 
The members selected to have their names in lights, and 
their faces veiled from public glare, were representative 
of ladies/men’s Apiary regulars. Sylvie, an experienced 
bee-keeper joined Lesley, a student from last years’ 
course, to inspect hive QR 2, demonstrating the use of the 
smoker. They explained the function of workers, drones 
and the queen, indicating to Claire (the presenter) the 
stages of larval development, pollen and stores. 
Michael teamed alongside Derek in a game called ’Find 
the Queen’ hiding somewhere in hive ED 07. The ‘Lady 
Pimpernel’ chose her stage debut carefully, selecting her 
only appearance to coincide with Jon the cameraman’s 
adjustment of the equipment ! Being the Prima Donna of 
the show, her equity card allowed no further takes, and 
with time pressing, we allowed her to retire to her dress-
ing room undisturbed ! 
Claire was soon requesting to hold the frames and asked 
questions relating to the amazing activity of the bees. She 
was offered a frame of honey to share with the crew, and 
on the televised episode, delighted viewers by eating and 
enjoying the fruits of our bees’ summer labours. 
Unfortunately, we were so stage-struck after the 4 hours 
filming, that we omitted to inform everyone of the date/
time for the 1.5 minute transmission. To make amends for 
this lapse, we have arranged for Jon the cameraman to 
edit a longer version of the day’s events from the out-
takes. This fuller version will be shown during one of the 
rainy Tuesday meetings, the date to be advertised in the 
NL.       PS: Jon was so fascinated with this country craft, 
the he has signed up for the next student course. 
 

Thank you to Julie for her article last month on preparing wax  
for showing.  There are many variations on preparing wax so 
thought you might be interested in other approaches too. 

PREPARING WAX FOR SHOWING. 
First Stage 
Flexible mould, e.g. ice cream container 
Fairy liquid 
Large shallow saucepan, not aluminium 
Wire coat hanger made into a circle 
Old tights stretched over the circle as an initial filter. 
Wooden spoon handle to push a hollow into the tights. 

Second stage 
Large bowl to fit inside the above saucepan. 
Wide mouthed pouring jug,   J cloths, 
Hard mould, eg Pyrex dish 
Flat plate or glass to cover the mould during the final 
cooling.     Baking tray to fit in the oven. 
Newspaper to cover the floor and worktops. 
Waste bin next to your feet.   An understanding partner 
and lots of patience and determination. 
First stage.  Use only the cappings for this, wash 
thoroughly in rain water—not tap water.  Dry and pick 
out debris and dark wax.  Put into the saucepan with 
roughly an inch of rain water and melt gently.  Wet the 
sides of the ice cream container with fairy liquid and 
strain through the filter made from tights (the waste bin 
needs to be by your feet so that you can tip the debris into 
it and pull the stocking down over the wire before it so-
lidifies). 
When cool, not cold, tip out of the mould and immedi-
ately scrape the slum gum off the base.  Wrap in a plastic 
bag and store until required.  When you have twice as 
much wax as the schedule requires proceed to the next 
stage. 
Second stage One ounce of water equals one ounce 
of wax, so, for 8ozs of wax measure 8ozs of water into 
your dish, make a mark, fill up to this level and you will 
have the required weight. 
Break the wax into the bowl and melt slowly in the sauce-
pan.     Put the oven on the lowest setting. Mark the level 
required on the side of the mould so that you know how 
far to fill it.   Put two or three drops of Fairy liquid into 
the mould and rub dry with your fingers.  Place in the 
oven along with its cover, the jug and filter* material 
(*not in a gas oven).  When the wax has melted, pour into 
the jug through two or three layers of J cloth leaving 
plenty of wax behind so as not to pick up any bits.  Put 
back into the oven for 10 minutes so that all items reach 
the same temperature again. 
Pour very carefully into the final mould, again leaving 
plenty behind in the jug.  Back into the oven, cover and 
leave for about fifteen minutes, switch off and leave until 
slightly warm.  Then, very, very carefully fill the mould 
with water of the same temperature to cover the wax.  
LEAVE IT ALONE. 
Look the next day and with luck it will have released.  If  
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Following the extracts from the Committee meeting of July that I wrote for Northern Lights, here are a few items from 
the most recent one {I shan’t mention events and dates that will be advertised in Northern Lights and elsewhere}: 
 

There is a DBKA Executive Committee (EC) meeting imminent. The agenda for that was discussed. From this we 
noted that there is a BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting in January 09 at which DBKA can put forward items for discus-
sion. One of the committee felt “Compulsory Registration of all Beekeepers” should be proposed [again], and it was 
agreed that this should be put to the EC meeting.  
 

We try to have our Branch meetings shortly before the EC meetings to so that we can discuss the EC agenda in order 
that our representatives [the Chairman and the Secretary] can truly represent Branch Committee feelings … we noted 
the EC proposed dates for 2009 and hope the first of our own committee meetings after our AGM will be able to plan 
accordingly. 
 

The Treasurer said he had just paid a further instalment of the Interest Free Loan (from DBKA , for all the Apiary build-
ing refurbishments), and we are now half way to paying it back.  He reported that the NFU insure our Apiary buildings 
and noted that the premium has gone up £50.  There is an excess of £200 for theft.  Anything in the open is not covered, 
so the hives themselves are uninsured. There is no real way round this, but we must ensure that most other movable 
things are locked away. 
 

The Apiary Manager noted that there are 22 colonies, all viable, going into the winter well.  There is enough honey to 
pay the rent and to recompense the IHP for honey that came with their hives, but little more.  14/15 nucs have been sup-
plied to members.  There are a number of jobs outstanding for the winter and a winter programme to complete the work 
must be organised. PLEASE keep your eyes and ears open for appeals for help! 
 

 The  Education & Exam. Sec.  said names are already being taken for next year's beginners course.  He intends to run it 
in the same informal way.  Of this year’s course members, several are considering doing the Basic exam next year – 
and all members who have not taken the Basic Assessment will again be encouraged to do so.  Any member wishing to 
pursue higher modules would be encouraged to follow the BBKA correspondence courses, with mentoring from more 
experienced beekeepers and perhaps revision days organised at the Apiary. The Treasurer pointed out that the Interest 
Free Loan (mentioned above) is what made the infrastructure improvements possible - which in turn had made it possi-
ble to have more teaching, including the Beginners Course,  at Horestone. 
 

The Treasurer provided a Library update in the absence of Julie noting that DVDs and books were being purchased, and 
that the budget allocated to the Library for this year had not been exceeded – indeed was somewhat under budget. 
 

The Membership Secretary, Denise Oldaker, continues to be frustrated by an inadequate supply of Certificates of Insur-
ance from the BDI.  This causes problems for both her and for members, and as yet has not been adequately dealt with 
by the BDI. We shall continue to pursue them! 
 

The Show Secretary , Wendy Dunlop-Jenkins, will be standing down at the AGM as will Judith Westcott who an-
nounced that she will terminate her position as Minutes Secretary to the Branch after she has taken the minutes of the 
AGM . We were advised that Lesley Jones has agreed to take over as Minutes Secretary  
 

The next meeting of this Committee, on 21st October,  will be devoted to AGM arrangements, and the next full-agenda 
committee meeting will be on the first Tuesday (18th November) after the AGM. 
                                                                                                                                                    Patrick Moore 

NOTICE BOARD 
LOST     On Tuesday 2nd September I foolishly left my 
jacket and veil (white) at the Apiary, just inside the door 
on a chair.  By Tuesday 9th it had disappeared.  Please 
would anyone who came into the Branch Apiary between 
the 2nd and the 9th Sept. check they haven't taken it 
home by mistake.  It is urgently needed. 
Many thanks  Julie     (01598 710986) 

BBKA Module 4 & 5 Study Group 
For six  Monday evenings—10 & 24 November and  
8 December 2008, 5 & 9 January and 2 February 2009.  
To be held at The Castle Centre, Castle Street, Barnsta-
ple.  Cost approximately £15.00 to cover hire of room. 
Open to all members of DBKA—organised by Chris   
Utting 01237 474500 and Beryl Smailes 01271 329649. 
Please phone to book a place or for further details. 



He stated that, of the half dozen beekeeping talks he had 
given in this visit to the UK, ours was the most rewarding 
with the most perceptive audience. 
The next day, by the way, he visited the ‘Bitz4Bees’ new 
cabin ('shop') and remarked that he was unaware of any 
such competent venture anywhere in the States.  And af-
ter he and his Bolivian wife studied my cottage's new 
thatch closely they set off for something far older - the 
Roman Baths….                                                Dave J  
 
PS  MAAREC’s website is: 
http://maarec.cas.psu.edu/  
which gives links to some 
of the CCD activities etc.      

DARG meeting at Horestone, Sep 14 '08: Prof. Caron 
 At relatively short notice, the Branch was pleased to be 
able to host a Devon Apiculture Research Group meeting 
on this pleasant Sunday afternoon. DARG rarely meets in 
N Devon, but the overall number of DARG and 
Branch members exceeded twenty.  Prof. Dewey Caron, 
Univ. Delaware, gave an extremely well presented talk on 
colony losses, CCD and his observations on bee research 
internationally and how we beekeepers can help ourselves 
help all.  He is very well known in the Americas (see, for 
example: http://udel.edu/~dmcaron/ ), is a MAAREC rep-
resentative and supports a number of beekeeping and en-
tomology organisations. He is particularly proud of his 
extension and outreach work, inc. valuable contributions 
in S and Latin America. 
 Although we are all aware of the enormous scale of com-
mercial beekeeping in the USA, it was great to hear more 
of the detail, to see some excellent slides of the scale and 
to learn from an expert of the relentless pressure on the 
working colonies. The bees commonly work 5 times per 
year !  ("The bees have - literally - no downtime"). Travel 
to/from pollination sites of 3,000 miles is common, as is 
high-fructose corn syrup feeding (bad). The pollination 
contracts are independently assessed and this drives the 
payments. The Univ. Delaware itself runs many colonies, 
and they use pollen supplements and heavy feeding.    
 He reviewed the losses situation and likened it to our Isle 
of Wight Disease of 1905-19, with similar loss levels now 
in N America (~ 35 %); largely this is now dubbed CCD, 
in fact it is as high as 45% in the "best place on earth for 
bees" viz. Peace River, Canada.  Is the culprit, as lobbied 
by many commercial US players and some European bee-
keeping groups, neonicotinoid insecticides ?  Is it Apistan 
and the other treatments ?  Certainly the brood has been 
shown in the USA to contain “significant” quantities of 
the three main pesticides, and beeswax in litigious N 
America can find a market now only in recycling into 
beekeepers’ foundation for the same reason!. What can 
the latest genomics results tell us ? Significantly apis m. 
has a relatively low natural immunity, and genetic diver-
sity is relatively low (See also the review of the book on 
varroa d. in this NL issue.).  Can we save the day by 
breeding from the Primorski bee ? There is some evi-
dence already of varroa- induced "kidney" damage in live 
bees, of fungal contamination in bees' haemolymph - 
and so on ! 
 What can we do, apart from chase the latest ill-founded 
fad ? Treat for nosema, and beware the more virulent n. 
cerana; use a sensible IPM approach against varroa d, 
monitor drops, consider using Apistan if needed ("the 
atomic bomb"; he considers a drop 50/day/colony as the 
threshold in the UK for treatment, but remember Apistan 
is not recommended here); consider drone capture (with 
care), replace 30-50% of comb annually. What else could 
we do ? Gamma irradiation, boost the bee nutrition 
(sucrose, pollen substitute and feed early).....  
 It was an excellent afternoon altogether. Dewey and oth-
ers viewed the Apiary beforehand,  with several prospec-
tive and new members.  And tea etc. afterwards, of 
course ! 
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 We have reached that time of the year again, and dur-
ing November, December 2008 and January 2009 the 
B4B Shop (at Fishleigh) will NOT be opening between 
12 and 1pm on Tuesdays. We will however open be-
tween these times on request. Please ring before 10am 
on Tuesdays with your order.  Small items ordered will 
be brought to the Apiary. 
‘Bitz4Bees’ now resides in a ‘posh’ cream - painted 
Portacabin displaying a very large Bee logo in the win-
dow to identify us.  It’s less than 50 yards from our old 
home.   Now you have a map, please pay us a visit.                
                Jean & Dave Morris  (01237 475705) 

Honey Show      CORRECTION;  Please note that there 
was a admin. error in last months Northern Lights on the 
recipes page.   The Honey Fruit Cake recipe was missing 
a line of ingredients  (4oz of  brown sugar and 4oz of 
clear honey).   All the correct recipes can be found in the 
Show Schedule that you recently  received.      Sylvie                  
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  This month we take a look at the succinctly entitled book "Varroa, the serial bee killer       
mite: to be able to combat her, one must properly understand her" (Atlantica, 299 pp, pbk, 
2007).  This was first published in French in 2002, was fully updated recently and then translated 
into English by the S African P. Theron.  Despite the publication date, it seems to have only re-
cently become more widely available, and it is not cheap (38 Euros + pp from France, dis-
counted, or ~ £30 from, say, N Bee Books). The authors, Profs. Fernandez and Coineau, are 
from La Pampa, Argentina and Paris, France resp. 
 

This is a well organised book, although the proof reader failed to pick up quite a few small typographical errors, which 
is odd.  The illustrations are generally excellent, although a greater proportion in colour (not colour photos) would aid 
the reader. The main sections cover morphology, anatomy and epidemiology; biology; and lastly control. For example 
the first section contains chapters on external morphology, on internal anatomy and on epidemiology, and the second 
chapters on reproduction, on ecology and ethology of development, and on population dynamics.  The control section 
carries chapters on techniques for diagnosing the parasitism status, on control by synthetic products and on alternative 
methods. 
The best sections seem to be the first two (anatomy etc), less so the diagnosis and control section.  The SEM and optical 
section figures and the line drawings are all very good and well targeted, and pretty well all aspects are well covered 
and with plenty of references given for follow up.  The rather complex reproductive aspects are well described, includ-
ing the differences between the synchronism of the parasitism in worker and drone bee cells, and the frightening conse-
quences of the mite population dynamics in an unchecked colony are nicely described. As for the control methods, 
there is no new research described here, but overall an excellent all-round coverage of most all aspects.   
Hygienic behaviour is here properly distinguished from grooming (both sorts).  In the latter case, studies have shown 
that younger bees in particular will use the mandibles and this can amputate one or more of the mite legs - and possibly 
inflict other damage.  There is a description of the various main methods of controlling the mite, including brief men-
tion of recent progress on natural methods (monoterpenoids found in plants, a pathogenic fungus, dusting with white 
sugar, and use of an alkane to diminish the reproductive efficiency). Fogging to selectively disrupt the respiratory sys-
tem of the mite is curiously omitted, also any mention of studies on other possible co-existence candidates capable of 
controlling the mites.      
This book does not deal with the results of the more recent concerted effort internationally to understand colony losses 
and CCD, from which it is clear that varroa d. is crucially implicated.  Behind it all, of course, is that the growth of 
global traffic and meddling by beekeepers on a grand scale has resulted in the introduction of varroa d. into apis m. 
colonies i.e. where parasitic co-evolution has not occurred; that co-evolution happened with apis cerana, for which 
there are considerable differences (and the book helps explain these subtleties, but not summarised in one place).  Oh 
yes, there is no magic bullet yet for the practical beekeeper, but certainly the authors caution against over-reliance on 
chemical treatments whilst progress is being made.  Although there is an enormous literature now on the subject, there 
is much more yet to learn (see also the IBRA reprint volume edited by S Martin that was reviewed here a few months 
ago).  And just to reinforce the point that it is not just beekeepers who suffer from insufficient or less strong honeybees, 
especially now that many other natural pollinators have disappeared, yesterday the farmer whose land adjoins my out-
apiary grumbled at me.  His field beans were very poor this year and he observed that this was due to inadequate polli-
nation by local bees ...... All I could do was commiserate and re-read this book ....  And is there honey still for 
tea ?  Nope.                         Dave J 
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 The Garden Gang would like to thank their ever generous patron George for his gifts of Crocus and 
Eranthis bulbs.  These will shortly be planted to brighten the spring garden and offer a welcome taste of early pollen for 
the bees.  A number of people have commented on the very cheerful begonias (pollen) and heliotrope (nectar) and other 
annuals that have brightened our borders this summer and we do thank Alan very much for all of these.   
We continue our bee friendly plantings in every space we can clear and are sowing wild white clover in some areas to 
hopefully keep maintenance requirements low. 



��	��
�� 
.��$
!���
���
 ����


 (from Telegraph Weekend, July 15th) 

1kg of fresh raspberries  -  2 tbsp caster sugar  -  400 mls whipping cream  -  Fresh comb of honey  
Put the raspberries in a bowl with 2 tbsp of caster sugar.  Stir a few times to soften the fruit and allow it to release some juice.  Beat 
400 ml of whipping cream until thickened but still quite soft.  Fold half of it into the raspberries. (You will find that the acid in the 
raspberries will thicken the cream further).  Use a teaspoon or knife to break off little chunks of honeycomb and add to the remain-
ing cream.  Fold the honey cream into the raspberry mixture, so that it has a slightly marbled look, and spoon into individual 
glasses.  Decorate with a little extra piece of honeycomb and a mint leaf or two.   Chill before serving. 
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 One good thing about early-morning starts, they do allow your 
day to be packed full of surprises.  A particular day on the 2008 Bee Safari which stands out for me began with our small 
band being deposited at the famous Ani ruins about 9.30am (we were the only visitors) spending a couple of hours 
scrambling over and around what remains of a lonely series of city walls, temples, cathedrals, mosques, shopping streets, 
an oil press, fallen minarets, dwelling places.   All were in a sad but fascinating state after a couple of thousand years of 
earthquakes, fire, lightning strikes, and invasions from eight or more different countries.  All were separated from the 
Russian/ Armenian hills and flags by a narrow canyon. There was a Monastery of the Maidens deep within this canyon.  
Poor Maidens.  I wonder what became of them. 
After this visit came the essential lunch – and a rock-strewn two-hour drive to Artvin. 
Artvin turned out to be a small cramped old town perched on a ledge and sprawling down the spine of a mountain,  nar-
row impossible impassable roads, tiny houses with tiny gardens full of runner beans and plum trees. There is nothing the 
inhabitants like better than a traffic jam, so it was with their assistance we parked up in a small square, opposite a mod-
ern building which was the HQ of Tema, and very surprising it was too.  Clean, modern, spotless, with a great display of 
the honeys and wax, bee candy made with honey, mini-mating nucs, foundation made in the building. All of these items 
of equipment and more are supplied to the surrounding beekeepers. And in return?  In return the beekeepers use their 
training, look after hundreds of colonies, and supply Tema with drones and queens. The beekeepers keep the honey.  Se-
lection studies using 2400 colonies, larvae transfer and drone collection from selected traditional log hives with high 
honey yields (over 80-100kg /colony) queen bee breeding, sperm collecting, instrumental insemination and sperm counts 
of “super” Caucasian queen bee are part and parcel of this production facility . One important trait of this strain of hon-
eybee lately observed in preliminary studies is the high level of hygienic behaviour. 
We drifted into a  room equipped with Leica instrumental insemination equipment. Complete, clinically perfect,  beauti-
fully laid out. Three ladies were working through the procedure, finally weighing the mated queens, marking and caging 
them along with escort bees.  I was aware of a tall lady in the group – who had been running a training course for a few 
days. It was none other than the great Sue Cobey, who thereafter joined our group for the remaining days. Sue is proba-
bly the most widely-known exponent and trainer of Instrumental Insemination, formerly of Ohio University and now in 
California, she travels the world giving lectures, courses, and interviews.  Queen bees seem to come out of her fingertips, 
gently doing her bidding. 
I walked down the outside stairs, around to the back of the building and found two or three nucs facing out over the val-
ley. I do not know how those foragers fared, but what a god-given view! Far below me and the nucs I could see a hawk 
circling, and far below the hawk, a river which was being dammed for hydro-electrics. On the side of an opposite moun-
tain there was a sickening zigzag road leading up and up, out to the Anatolian plateau we were to traverse the next day.         
But that’s another story…...                                      Beryl Smailes 

Evening Classes - I am organizing an Improvers Class: 
10 lessons, 6 of which will be in the evening at Braunton. 
The remaining 4 will be in the afternoon, either at my 
Apiary or the Branch Apiary. 
The course will follow the Basic Syllabus and will lead to 
the Basic Assessment around June.  This is a practical 
assessment undertaken in the apiary and is considered to 
be essential for all new beekeepers, it is the passageway 
into greater in-depth study if you wish to follow this path. 
We will discuss the years work, functions of the casts, 
how they develop, foraging, reading the combs, assessing 
the Queen, swarming and its prevention, how to treat the 
inevitable ones you get and build them up for next year.  
Plus, anything else that crops up as we go along.   
The cost will be £65.  Places are limited and are on a 1st 
come, 1st served basis.   I hope you will already have 
bees or have attended the introductory course. 
Please contact me (Kay Thomas) on 01271 814758 


