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Editorial

This is going to be a rather rushed newsletterrttuath,
as we are finally moving to our permanent home - in
Crewkerne. Once again, thanks to the contributors
this month's newsletter - all articles gratefultgeived.
Keep them coming. And a further plea to the reilma-
jority". Get scribbling (or typing) and put dowsome of
your thoughts or experiences to share with othenme
bers. People really are interested in your bgekgeac-
tivities, however trivial or basic.

On the Road Again

My imminent move has
brought on the problem of re
siting my bees yet again, cor
pounded by the fact that the
owner of the field where they
currently reside is also
moving, and needs them out
of there pronto.

Fortunately, Bridget

Schnieders (Secretary of the

local division of the Somerse
Beekeepers Association)

knew of a possible location i

the large garden of a couple

living near Chard Reservoir

and a brief visit sealed the

deal. Surprisingly, the coup

did not want to get involved in

the actual beekeeping activity, but still fancikd tdea of
having some hives in their garden.

One of the things | have noticed over the last yeao in
our house-hunting travels (or should that be ttay&
that one of the great benefits of our hobby is thigt
warmly welcomed by all and sundry. Casual mentb
my hobby to "vendors" invariably generated immesliat
interest and positive vibes, and | have yet toivece
negative response. (I can think of other fornwthes
which have an entirely different effect!) Orfeoar
new neighbours has already indicated that he woald
happy for me to make use of his small field to siee
hives (although I have yet to see whether it isable, as
we are now moving into a town).

We are all indeed fortunate in pursuing a hobby itha
greatly supported by the public at large - espBcighen
they buy our honey !. Long may it last.

We should not forget however that we, as beekegpers

also have a role to play in maintaining our gooR™By
educating the public as to bee behaviour, sitingoees
sensibly so that they do not create a nuisancebsretl-
ing gentle, docile colonies.

Kevin Tricker

Chairman’s Chat

Just a short note to remind you all that the AGM e

at the Branch Apiary this year at 12 noon on Suriddi

November. Please come along if you possibly canfand
you haven't been to the Apiary
for a while it will give you the
opportunity to see all of the
dramatic improvements that
have taken place over the last
year.

The Honey Show is on Satur-
day and Sunday 27th and 28th
October. You should have
received the Schedule last
month - please note the dead-
line for entries and the two
new classes.

Hope to see you at the AGM
and the Honey Show.

Chris Tozer

Christmas Lunch 2nd December 2007
Fortesque Hotel, Barnstaple.

| know it seems a long way off yet, but pleaseoifiare
interested in joining together for this occasionldoyou
let me know asap. We really need numbers by tine 4
Oct. The Hotel would like some idea, due to thaking
other bookings......and we were first to book !!

You can call 01271867397
There is a deposit of £5.00.

Wendy Dunlop-Jenkins

Talbot 2 Montpelier Road

lIfracombe

Devon EX34 9HP

Or hand into the apiary to Tony or David J.

Thank you,

Send to:-

Wendy



Apiary Managers Report

Our honey show at St Johns is once again loomirghw
inevitably means we are again coming to the ermkor
haps the beginning of a new beekeeping year. Wiase
this year gone?

Today a beautiful warm yet breezy day was spenglequ
ising and inverting the hives, putting Varroa fleamder
SO we can monitor any natural Varroa drop durirgy th
winter. Many colonies were treated with Hive Cleand
some were given a first feed of sugar syrup.

Our gallant band of gardeners were hard at work lvesl
fore lunch. Digging beds by hand that have neven se
spade or fork, a back breaking task that will hevevait

until spring for its reward.

As soon as the bees are readied for the winterawe c
once again begin working on the exterior of themmai
shed, It should soon be weather boarded, which will
hopefully conceal the fact that it was/is a poustined.
The new veranda will be levelled and floored ancedi
for lighting.

The water system is on hold for another couplevetks
while plumbing and electrical work is carried oait,
equipment is to hand ready. Then and only thenagan
begin lining, and decorating the inside after diphr
rewire.

Thanks to Chris Tozer, we now have a slate pliathte
new pot-bellied stove which we will use to heat ithem.
Jim Slade has sourced the parts needed for theesmok
stack, so who knows, toast might even be on théewin
menu.

When all these tasks are completed it will thethae
time to re-locate the library into the cabinets ated by a
kind benefactor, so that members old and new \aNeh
easier access to our impressive collection of lnedd

Tony

Quick Diary

Sunday 7th October

Eggesford Countryside & Wildlife Show
Saturday & Sunday 20th and 21st October
Eggesford Cider and Apple Show

Branch stalls will be there.

Saturday 27th October

BuckFast Bee Day at Buckfast Abbey

Saturday & Sunday 27th and 28th October

North Devon Honey Show, St John’s Garden Centr 2,
Barnstaple.

Sunday 11th November, 12 noon

NDBKA AGM at Horestone, followed by refreshmerits.
Sunday 2nd December

Xmas lunch.at The Royal and Fortescue Hotel,
Barnstaple. (see separate advert on page 1)

Frank Johns

In our Tuesday discussions about beekeeping pesctic
have often quoted from or referred to beekeepintpme
ods spoken about and used by a member who has-proba
bly spent more years among and working with beas th
probably any other member.

Frank Johns is not our oldest bee-
keeper by several years at eighty
three years young, but he is perhaps
unique in that he, as a very young
child, was hoisted up to sit in the
dray when his father or grandfather
was transporting bees across Corn-
wall.

Frank’'s beekeeping methods come

with little change from his grandfa-

thers time (as do some of his bee-

keeping equipment) and in many

ways contradict modern beekeeping methodology; De
spite this, Frank has always produced large amaints
honey from his happy, generally healthy, if somesm
swarmy, bees.

In the last three years, North Devon Branch havebe
fited from Franks great generosity to the tuneeviesal
hundreds of pounds when he has donated the magdrity
his honey production to be sold and the proceeds to
into our funds. Added to this, he has donatedcdeus

to our youngest member last year and also to ouesie
member this year.

Sadly all things come to an end ,and Frank anevties
Thelma have had more than their share of ill heatth
much so that they are faced now with relocatintatoily
in Ireland to be cared for. Frank has sold hesskend
has passed on to me his apiary at Slade, justeoauh
skirts of lIfracombe, where he has tended his aes
more than twenty years.

| know that Frank and Thelma, both devout Jehovith w
nesses, will be missed in lifracombe. | too wilss my
occasional master class, held before dark in thueliiof
a field, taking super frames packed with honeraft
Frank had brushed the furiously defending beesvitff

a seagull feather.

| have a sneaking suspicion that Frank will nselbis
beekeeping touch, | know he has secreted a bramd ne
stainless steel honey extractor to be taken tanceljust
in case’ he gets a chance to have a hive or two.

Tony
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Flower Power

‘When shall we three meet again?
At Horestone gardens, in the rain!!’

Yes, the girls’ team, Sylvie, Julie and Flowa, have
donned their gardening gloves and found the fdiks,
create an extension to Peter’'s wonderful bee-fliegalr-
den. The design plans are still at the drawiraytho
stage, however, digging has commenced.

We began at the entrance path to the ‘cloisteospreba-
bly need to name the area ‘in a Monastery garden’!!
Along this walkway, we hope to plant a shrubbemyei-
spersed with flowering annuals and perennialse Th
overall emphasis is to offer almost all-year rouypallen
and nectar species for our bees. Walking undeclths-
ters, beyond the Bishops throne! lies a rough paéce
ground that, with the top-soil removed, invitesideal
location for the wild-life garden. A pond, sitediay
from the trees, with seating areas, could becoo@aur-
ful setting to enjoy cream teas next summer—fohbot
bees and their keepers!

We have already planted buckwheat, flax and fielans
beneath the fruit trees, which are covered wittspee
feasting on their late flowering nectar. Theseé&n ma-
nures’ will be sown in successive drifts togethé&hw
borage and phacelia, into any spare, bare piegeoahd.
Crocus, muscari, lavenders and heathers have bbeen o
dered for both spring and autumn colour and forage.

Many bee keepers have offered cuttings and gifts of
‘thinnings’ from their own gardens, all of whichlibe
gratefully received. Were any more diggers adéldo
meet on Tuesday mornings at 1000hrs, the girlshtea
will welcome anyone bearing a spade, trowel or seca
teurs.

‘I know a place where the wild thyme grows.
Horestone apiary, under a rambling wild rose’

Flowa and the Bloomers

An Explanation to Drone Layers
in the Spring?

When examining one colony today, | spotted thengyi
gueen. Much to my surprise there was one sealedm
cell which containe a pupa, and which no doubt woul
emerge in a cople of days. If this virgin queed dis-
patched the resident queen, with no possiblity afimg
since drones had long disappeared, this queen baulg
produced drones and the colony would consist oha m
jority of drone in the spring.

Has anyone else had such an experience.?

It might be wise to go through colonies again & time
and remove any queen cells that have been prodandd,
if a queen has disappeared, (check first by fe@diren
unite with a queen right colony before the winter.
Regards,

David (Chairman, Mid Kent BKA)
david.wood63@tesco.net

Community of Beekeepers
B4B Shop

Larger items of stock

The limited space available in our car does nawalls
to bring larger items from the shop to the Apiara. list
of these items, in stock, is below:

NUC Boxes — Over wintering and travelling
Varroa floor

Tool Box

Canadian Clearer Board

Ashforth Feeder

Fogger

Jars — 1lb and %2lb

The Shop at Umberleigh is Open every Tuesday
12 Noon — 1pm.

If you need any assistance we will be pleased o i,
contact us. Phone - 01237 475705

David & Jean
STOP PRESS

The Shop will be CLOSED from:
19th OCTOBER - 9th NOVEMBER 2007
(For Stocktaking and Holidays)
David James will be able to help during this period

Pre-Christmas London Trip

This is being timed so that members and family eiay
ther visit the Natural History Museum, the nearloy S
ence Museum or even perhaps use the opportunity for
some Christmas shopping. It seems that coackesoar
favoured by many Branch members, so instead wé shal
travel by train.

Assuming decently cheap tickets are needed ('gtiser
still some flexibility in the possible arrangemeriist it

is no longer possible to book a group rate in thy that
one could some years ago. The cheapest farescae th
purchased early, so please take note and eithér boo
yourselves or ask Wendy or Dave J to help. If yse
their help, the full fare is needed up front, pkeas

Key details:
Saturday 24th November 2007

Meet up in Entomology Section of Nat Hist Museum
around noon.

Can leave Barnstaple station at ~7 a.m., returniriyy
p.m.

Alternatively can leave Tiverton station at ~7,5at
8:20. returning at ~8, 9:20 or 10:30.

Inc. Tube and Museum the total cost is £35, orfless
early purchasers and depending on the times sdlecte

For details, help with tickets etc. contact Wenty a
01271 867 397 avendydj@btopenworld.com.



A Winter Warmer

Now those nights are drawing in, perhaps it's time
consider a few projects to while away the winter
evenings. Well here's one | have been playing with
over the Summer that you might find interestingeg,
I know | said Winter project, but | couldn't wajt !

An announcment by my daughter some months ago,
that her fridge had packed up and that she wasgavi
to buy a replacement, spurred me into startingpgept
that had been in the back of my mind for some time
namely that of building a honey warming cabinét.

had toyed with the idea of building one from sdnatc
using plywood and polystyrene sheet, but the thbafh
using a defuct fridge suddenly seemed a much ntere a
tractive prospect.

Quite apart from the advantage of not having tédoui
the "box" from scratch, | had a unit with builtimsula-
tion, cleanable plastic insides, and built in shrgy It
even had a proper door. It was however somewhat
heavier and bulkier than it needed to be, espgciall
since | decided not to try and remove the compresso
unit, freon reservoir etc (I didn't want

to punch any more holes in the ionc

sphere), but it was still large enougl

to accomodate 40+ 1lb jars or a siz

able bucket of honey.

The unit needed three things to be
added to make it effective - a heat
source, some form of temperature
control and a fan system to avoid al
"hotspots".

The heat source was quickly resolvi

with two slots cut in the plywood floor to allowtake
and exhaust of the warm air. The 2 fans weretéata
on a baffle - the bottom of which was cut to fi¢ thoor
of the fridge to improve their efficiency - probglviot
strictly nec-

essary, but

hey, I'm a

perfectionist.

The assorted

cables were

then fed out

of the back o

the fridge via

the existing

drain hole The 2 fans and the heating bulbs
(enlarged mounted on the false floor (inverted),
with an elec-

tric drill) to

the PSU mounted on the back. The thermostat body

was fixed into a small plastic box with the dial ttve

outside and the capillary tubing carefully (it most be

kinked) fed back through the drain hole of thedado
that the bulb was positioned over the
"intake" vent in the plywood.

All was now set for a dry run. | posi-
tioned the probe of a cheap remote
thermometer (from RS components) in-
side the fridge, closed the door and
switched on.

Within the hour, the unit had reached

55 degrees and | was able to set the
knob on the thermostat to maintain a

The false floor in place - note vents in backconstant temperature within plus or mi-

- 2 x 40 watt bulbs mounted in stan- and side. Thermostat bulb in the backgroung ;s 5 degree or two. It worked !!

dard light fittings (the angled ones)

would do. (I used small bulbs to improve the cheae
- see postscript below). The temperature conted w
sourced from the Internet (a mains capillary thestai)
for about £12, and the fans (I decided to usetham)
were 12v ones cannibalised from former computers.
The 12v fans were powered from an old computer PSUI
- a bit bulky and over-
specified for the job,
but it had the advan-
tage of a switchable
mains power outlet on
the back which | was
able to use to power
the light bulbs. Also
it was available at no cost! Total project dostlate
some £20.

My basic design was to mount the two bulbs and fians
the well of the fridge under a false floor (seetyies),

The capillary thermostat

" H8% & %%'(( ! )+ +
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Postscript  This was my mark 1 version, and | am al-
ready considering improvements. Firstly, despite t
fans, the heat from the bulbs is affecting thetjdam

the floor of the fridge - some sort of metal headrgl
would be useful or the bulbs need to have gredtarc
ance. Secondly, the power supply is cumbersaorde a
needs streamlining. And finally, the capillargtimo-
stat is effective but basic - a more elegant sofuti
would be some form of electronic thermostat which
would incorporate a temperature read-out and aeemp
ature control. I've already seen a suitableuditmoard
in the Maplin Electronics catalogue -

Now where did | pack my soldering iron ? Afterlal
need some form of project to while away the winter

evenings .......... ) )
Kevin Tricker
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