
 Editorial 
Many thanks to Kevin Tricker for editing the news letter 
for the last few months, he did a great job; and now it’s 
us, Sylvie Barber and Mel Browne, at your service. You 
will notice that this edition is rather flippant, inc. a page 
of jokes because we have had fewer articles and little 
time to produce.  However the Branch has been very busy 
through the dedication of the few to attend shows, man-
age outings and events and working to achieve the most 
beautiful Apiary in Britain. 

We have a few ideas for future editions but we would ap-
preciate some feedback .  Maybe if you have any ques-
tions about the Apiary, bee keeping etc serious or silly, 
especially if you never have time to come to anything, 
please find our email addresses on the last page. 

SEE YOU AT THE AGM (NOV 11th, see p3) ! 
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Apiary Managers Report  
Here we are again at the feeding for winter stage of our 
Horestone year.  The colonies are settling down to sit out 
the next three or four months.  Crops of honey gathered 
and extracted, wet supers returned for the bees to clean, 
medication has been administered, gallons of sugar syrup 
fed, mouse guards fitted etc., Despite this the bees are still 
working, bringing in masses of pollen, mainly ivy.  As I 
drive around the area I see lots of flowers still blooming, 
dandelions, white clover, and the ever present fuchsias. 
Work has progressed in the last few weeks, the pump 
house is completed.    We now have lights along the ve-
randa and in the toilet.   The new wood burning stove is 
fitted and working ready for the cold days ahead.  Who 
knows?  With luck we might even get around to strength-
ening the quartermasters store’s wonky floor before 
Christmas.              Tony 

History of some Show Trophies 
John Thoday    John and his wife lived in Croyde, I 
think at Fig Tree Cottage. He had a row of hives on the 
grass verge at Spreacombe, no thought then of people ei-
ther interfering with them, stealing them, or complaining 
about being stung. 
 Short, softly spoken, rather loose in the way he dressed 
and walked. His wife Cherry on the other hand was a Sil-
ver Fish, small, neat, bright as a button, she always sat on 
the front row when he gave a talk to the Branch, every 
three or four sentences she would pipe up in clear ringing 
tones “No John dear” and proceed to correct him. Truly A 
power behind the throne! 
 The hilly nature of the fields around Croyde lend them-
selves to sheep farming, with permanent pastures growing 
Clover and therefore yielding light honey. They presented 
two Croyde Cups for light honey, one for the County and 
one for Northern Branch.  At one time I possessed them 
both ---- but that’s another story 
Rev Hustwayte   Rev Hustwayte and his wife lived in 
the long red brick bungalow close to St Anne’s Church in 
Saunton, a most enviable residence, easily seen from the 
road. Like most Vicars of that period, a scholar, totally 
immersed in his bees and one who could easily have been 
Trollop’s Warden, in the book of that name. 
 He presented the branch with the small silver tray, (the 
Hustwayte Plate)  for the cookery section. It is the most 
desirable and most expensive item in our collection, such 
a pity that its value has been debased by the names en-
graved on it.            Researched by Kay Thomas 

Chairman’s Chat  
Don't shoot the messenger but if you haven't done them 
already there are a number of tasks you need to carry out 
right now if your bees are to survive the winter and flour-
ish in the spring. 
 Nosema is a spore-forming protozoa which multiplies in 
the gut of the bee and can result in dysentery and seri-
ously weakened colonies.   There is still time to treat your 
bees with Fumidil 'B' and since the medication is admin-
istered in syrup you will be giving them an impor-
tant autumn feed at the same time. 
 It's also a good idea to treat for varroa so that the bees 
will move into the winter cluster in good condition.   Ef-
forts made now will be rewarded next year when your 
bees emerge vigorous and in robust health.   It's too late 
to use Apiguard but Hiveclean and 3% oxalic acid can be 
used at this time of the year, as long as you're quick. 
 And lastly, the three options you have for storing drawn 
comb if you are to avoid wax moth this year.   Certan, a 
biological control, is sprayed on and is very effec-
tive,  Sulphur Dioxide strips can be used or, alternatively, 
the frames can be put into a deep-freeze for at least 36/48 
hours. Don't forget that PDBs (paradichlorobenzene)  - 
the active ingredient in moth balls - is now illegal as it's 
retained in the wax, gets into the honey and is potentially 
carcinogenic. 
 Please make sure you read the instructions on all of these 
preparations and follow them carefully. 
 OK, lecture over!   I very much look forward to seeing 
you at the AGM and/or the Christmas Lunch.  
Take care, 
                                     Chris Tozer 




