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�������� Summer has come from the Sunny lands, and our bees just love it! They have been busy 
bringing in pollen with colour of every hue, especially now the fruit trees are in blossom. We’re really pleased that all 
the trees planted last autumn courtesy of the Leader+ grant have survived the winter and are preparing to burst into 
blossom!  
Most colonies survived the winter, except the smaller ones, who really needed to have been placed in nucleus box in the 
autumn, and given far more stores. All colonies requiring a change of old comb to fresh new foundation will undergo a 
Bailey comb change as soon as possible.  
The students course is almost at an end, and we’ve been delighted with their regular appearances on a Tuesday, espe-
cially those choosing wearing gardening gear or wielding a blow torch! For previous years' students who are planning 
to take the Basic Assessment examination this summer, we would like to arrange a practical session/sessions at the api-
ary on a convenient Sunday. This would give you an opportunity to become familiar with the colony you will be asked 
to inspect on the day. It would also offer a chance to become acquainted with the new hygiene practices, especially 
since hygiene is now a topic in the exam. Please give me a ring if you are interested.  
Our team leaders have discussed the treatments for improving the hygienic behavior of the bees in the attempt to re-
move or reduce the varroa mite infestations. The unanimous vote was to avoid chemical applications and try dustings 
using icing sugar. We counted the varroa mite drop just prior to the treatment, with all colonies recording low numbers. 
30grams of sieved icing sugar was sprinkled along the top bars and flattened with the hive tool (having removed any 
brace comb). This method prevents the sugar reaching open brood, so entering and damaging the spiracles of the larvae.  
The highest mite drop occurs during the next 24hrs. We counted the drop after 3 days, and one colony with a previous 
drop of 37, produced 204 mites on the inspection tray! All colonies were treated at 3 days intervals for 2 weeks, and 
will continue weekly until the numbers are within safe limits.  
The individual cover-cloths, one for each colony, are now in place and attached to the side of the hive stand, so increas-
ing our attention to disease prevention. New hive stands are in progress, and with the hard work of our clerk of works 
and gardening team the apiary looked smart and tidy for the surprise visit from the Holsworthy Apiary Manager and 
Secretary. Many thanks to all concerned!  
So with the swarming season almost upon us, lets keep in touch and pass over swarms to those who are most in need.  
Looking forward to an exciting and rewarding summer with the bees, and hopefully there’ll soon be honey for tea!  
                                                                                                                                                                       Flowa  
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Some of us have been busy attending Stoneleigh, the Apiary on Tuesday afternoon and opening our hives.  There has 
been much media coverage on bees in recent weeks but how have you been doing, what has it been like for you? 
It seems that the articles are often written by the same people. We need to hear from you, it is after all your newsletter.  
You need only write a sentence or two but a paragraph or page would be equally acceptable.  I would like to include 
next month snippets from members.  If you want to moan or be encouraging, to be funny or serious, then put something 
on paper.  You have our email so all those articulate people who constantly communicate with their friends include the 
newsletter during that time.  If you have no email then please send a letter.                                     Mel 

������������� -   Well here we go, the active season  for beekeepers.  We should now be checking our colonies every 
week and looking out for queen cells.  May and June are the main months for swarming.  It is important that the queen 
has plenty of room to lay so frame management is necessary.  Add QE and supers as needed.  If you have a strong 
colony consider creating a nuc.   And don't forget to ask questions, however silly you might think them—it’s the only 
way to learn. 
As our Beginners Beekeeping Course comes to its finish, I would like to thank Beryl and her team of tutors, for all 
their time and hardwork.   The tutors and students have all thoroughly enjoyed this friendly and relaxed course and all 
confirm it to have been an excellent introduction to beekeeping.   Thank you one and all. 
I look forward to catching up with some of you at our Bees and Gardens open day on the 24th.            Sylvie 



  
 
 
 
 
 

Community of Beekeepers   Bitz4Bees 
‘The Shop’ will be open for an extra hour on Tuesdays. 
Opening times will be –  

11-o-clock   until   1-o-clock 
You can phone or e-mail at any time with an order but 
NOT later than 9.30am on Tuesdays.  Small orders will 
be delivered at the Apiary large orders please collect from 
‘The Shop’. 

������������������������     You  will recently 
have received the current Yearbook.   Unfortunately there 
appears to be a few  errors, especially regarding member 
e-mail addresses.  Please check your details and if there is 
anything that is incorrect, notify Derek Hunter  - derek-
hunter@lineone.net,  Denise Oldaker - denise-
oldaker@aol.com,  and Patrick Moore - 
pchmoore@googlemail.com.   -  as soon as possible 
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The current Basic Course for Beginners is reaching clos-
ing stages, and the valiant students making great progress. 
 

However, for those who have kept bees for a year or 
more, and/ or taken a course of instruction, I would be 
very pleased if you take the Assessment. 
 

So - please would all those who would like to take the 
Basic Assessment confirm with me as soon as possible. It 
takes time for the County Examinations Secretary to en-
gage  assessors and make arrangements, and for our Api-
ary Manager to have colonies ready.  Because we have 
quite a number of candidates coming forward, we plan to 
have two chances for you. 
 

The first assessment and its preparation  will be organised 
by Kay Thomas in June,  the second occasion will be or-
ganised by Chris Utting in August. It’s fun to do, and to 
compare notes. If you need more information just get in 
touch with  Kay or Chris. 
 

It is VERY rare that a student fails the Basic, so come on, 
have a go!                                                   Beryl   

Dave & Jean 
01237 475705 

�
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source of both nectar and pollen in the spring and early 
summer.  It has an exceptionally long season of flowering 
and it will grow almost anywhere from the richest soil to 
the hardest of concretes.   The flower opens only in sun-
shine and this protects the nectar and pollen from damage 
by rain or frosts—it is one of the hardiest plants known to 
man.     In favourable seasons a little surplus dandelion 
honey is stored and is easily identified by its very distinc-
tive wax capping. 
You can buy a useful little card from Thornes, a pocket 
‘pollen colour guide’ which lists spring, summer and au-
tumn flowering plants and gives the colour of a particular 
plants pollen.  Dandelion is a bright orange.   Its fascinat-
ing to know what your bees are foraging on. 

Swarm Liaison Officers 

 

Swarm Liaison Officers for North Devon 

Area most commonly covered Swarm Liason Officer Telephone 

Braunton area Beryl Smailes 01271 329643 

Barnstaple area Chris Utting 01237 474500 

Ilfracombe area Roy Pink 01271 882203 

Chulmleigh area Derek Hunter 01769 561033 

Umberleigh area Dave James 01769 561002 

Torrington area Ruth Blake 01805 601330 

Bideford area Chris Tozer 01237 471928 

 
DIARY DATES 
May 21, 22, 23—Devon County Show, Westpoint near 
Exeter. 
SUNDAY 24 May - Bees and Gardens open day at 
Horestone.   (10.30am - 4 pm). 
Saturday 6 June - Bee Awareness Day at Fremington 
Quay. 
Saturday 18 July  -  Instow Show 
Wednesday 5th August - North Devon Show 
September 15—20th    Apimondia - this biennial event 
is held in Montpellier this year.   
(www.apimondia2009.com). 
19th & 20th September - Chapelton Steam Fair 
10th October, DBKA Buckfast Bee Day 
17th & 18th October - Eggesford Apple Day 
24th & 25th October - Branch Honey Show 
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An open day for members & guests at Horestone Apiary 
10.30am – 4pm on Sunday 24th May 

 
Attractions 

Illustrated Discussions on “Gardening for Honey Bees”  
Mary Houldsworth                11.30am and 2.30pm 

Information on bees and bee keeping 
Refreshments 

Plants, Cakes and Confectionary, Books and Candles for Sale 
Raffle sponsored by St John’s Garden Centre 

Bottle Stall 
 
BEES AND GARDENS:     TO BRANCH MEMBERS 
To ease traffic and car parking problems please car share if you can – try to arrange to meet and leave spare cars 
at: 

* the layby on the A377 
* the Lake turning on the A377 (over the bridge from the Hall road) 
* by Umberleigh Station if coming from the South. 

 
If you would like to help we need: 
LOANS   Garden chairs and umbrellas/sunshades 
 
DONATIONS  Plants– with name labels if possible ,   

   Books on gardening or bees – or both 
   Bottles and jars of goodies for the bottle stall,   
   Candles 

 
All the above to Horestone by Tuesday 19th May if possible       

Cakes and confectionary on 24th May by 10.30 if possible 
 
* We are collecting thin white plastic eg yoghurt pots to recycle as plant labels  
* shallow cardboard trays and boxes for transporting plants.  
* If you can help with either please bring them to Horestone by 12th May. 
 
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP ON THE 24 TH   

 

If you definitely can help for all or part of the day it would be really helpful to hear from you so that we can 
plan……..Or come and help for a bit if  and when you can. 

Please contact Margaret at mkay761@googlemail.com or Tel: 01769 560749  
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Clive is the author of ‘Practical Beekeeping’ and is very active on training beekeepers to understand the honey bee and 
work with it more effectively.    His down to earth approach made a subject which often seems slightly shrouded in 
mystery, seem  a natural progression in the craft of beekeeping.   
  
After many years of queen rearing Clive’s preferred method is grafting of larvae into a cell bar and then transferring 
them into a swarm box.  He has found that the swarm box method results in high acceptance levels as compared with 
giving the grafted cells immediately to a colony.  He has used several methods for getting cells accepted and started by 
the bees but he believes that the swarm box has more desirable features than any other—and it suits him.  It gives good 
results in both cool or warm weather as by placing it in a darkened shed/basement the outside temperature does not af-
fect the bees.  By using the swarm box it is not necessary to have any colony queenless at any time. 

 
Swarm Box 

Originally a box for catching a swarm. 
 The principal attributes of such a box are:    
* it should be light  -  it should be robust  - it should be ventilated. 
 
 When used to raise queen cells additional points need to be born in mind: 
* It must be designed to hold frames (around 5 to 7) 
* It should have top bee space 
* It should be at least 2” deeper than the depth of the frame side bars. 
* It should have an easily removable lid. 
* It should have a small entrance at one side. 
* It should be capable of being made bee-tight. 
 
 Consider the principles under which a colony will raise good queen cells. 
* They should be queenless 
* They should be healthy 
* They should have a large number of bees 
* They should be well fed (gorged) 
 
 How does the swarm box fulfil these needs? 
* The box is provided with stores (frames of pollen and nectar). 
* Queenless bees are shaken in (nurse bees preferably:) 
* There is no brood available until the graft is given. 
* While the bees are starting queen cells they are fed dilute sugar syrup 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading List 
Dublon Charles and Pauline Practical Queen Rearing    Private publication by authors 
Jenkins Griff   Queen Rearing/The Jenkins Way  BIBBA 
Rice Norman V   Queen’s land     Northern Bee Books 
Morse Roger A.   Rearing Queen Honey Bees   Wicwas Press 
Snelgrove    Swarming, Its Control and Prevention  Miss I Snelgrove 
Snelgrove    Queen Rearing     Miss I Snelgrove.  

Clive de Bruyn Grafting larvae using a size 00 paintbrush 
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Simone Capell is a member of High Wycombe Beekeep-
ers and an experienced cook and demonstrator, particu-
larly with honey.   She demonstrated some of her favour-
ite recipes followed by a tasting session. 
 

Recipe 1 
Spiced Date Tray Bake 
8 oz self raising flour 
8 oz butter, melted  
8 oz dates, stoned and chopped (or try figs) 
1—2 tbs honey 
1 tsp ground cinnamon 
8 oz semolina 
3 oz Demerara sugar 
1/4 pint of milk 
Juice and rind of 1 lemon 
Small oblong tray/swiss roll tin lined 
 

In a saucepan put dates, water, lemon rind and juice, 
honey and cinnamon.  Heat gently stirring all the time 
until the mixture comes to the boil.  Simmer gently until 
thickened and a smooth spreading consistency, stirring all 
the time (IT WILL BURN IF LEFT UNATTENDED!) 
Remove from heat and cool.  Combine melted butter, 
sugar, flour and semolina in a bowl (should be lumpy).  
Spread half the mixture over the bottom of the tin and 
press down well.   Spread over the date mixture leaving 
the edges clear.  Break up the rest of the mixture with 
fingers and press with a  fork over the dates.  Bake for 25-
30 mins at 190c until golden brown.  Cut into fingers and 
cool in tin. 
Better than a cereal bar, energy food, children enjoy 
making this recipe.  
 

Recipe 2 
Poached Pears 
Poach 8 pear halves in half a pint of water, 1 tbs honey 
and a small stick of cinnamon until cooked but not soft.  
Leave to cool. 
Variations of this recipe include adding a half an inch 
piece of ginger, peeled and grated, and  small pinch of 
saffron to the water.   Becomes a lovely colour. 
                                                                         Mel  

 
SWARM CONTEMPLATION 
Shall I compare thee to a load of hay? 
That’s what you’re worth, or so they say 
Twenty thousand bees have quit their garrison 
I cannot see there’s any comparison 
I’ll have my swarm back if I may 
Do take the load of hay away. 
                                                      Beryl Smailes 

The Arrival of the Bee Box 
“I ordered this, this clean wood box 
Square as a chair and almost too heavy to lift.” 
(with apologies to Sylvia Plath’s poem of 1962) 
When the long awaited nuc’ eventually arrives what on 
earth do you actually do with it? 
Like all new life it will be bursting to get going. Get it out 
of that crowded little box and into a brood box immedi-
ately. It will be boiling with young bees. They need more 
room, more space. Another couple of brood frames right 
away will give them work to do to draw out the founda-
tion for the queen to lay. A feed of sugar syrup at just the 
right strength (one kilo sugar to one litre water) will 
really get them going. If the syrup is too strong they have 
to forage for water to dilute it. If it is too weak the water 
has to be evaporated to for them to metabolise it. So 
‘think bee’. Use the dummy board to help them contain 
the heat in the brood box. A whole box of brood frames 
will be too big a space. Retain the solid floor for the first 
few weeks as they grow which also retains the warmth. 
Keep the entrance down to about three inches to make it 
easier to defend against robbers. After a couple of days 
have another look as they will soon need another two 
brood frames of new foundation. 
If you are a beginner your confidence will grow as your 
nuc’ grows.                            Chris Utting 
 

Nucs for Sale - orders are being taken for 5 frame 
nucs -will deliver and install in North Devon, £90. 
Contact: Chris Utting 01237 474500 

Apple Toner 
1 tablespoon honey  &  1 apple, peeled and cored. 
In a blender, puree the honey and apple.  Smooth over the 
face and leave on for 15 minutes.    Rinse with cool wa-
ter. 


