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May is with us, the real start of the practical byear.
Some of us are faced with the need to replaceclust
nies, some of us may be amazed at the early stremgk
vitality of our colonies. Whatever the case, queeiil
be an integral part of what we do over the next ttmam
so. Some will be wishing to control them as péartheir
system of swarm management, but others like mysajf

be looking at queen rearing as an additional istéreour all those who have contributed articles - we wél fab-

beekeeping. lishing them over the next couple of newsletteddope-
Part of the new bee health strategy (BHS) from &efr fy|ly they will inspire more of us to attend nextar's

concerns the production of queens within the UKIfi®  convention and other beekeeping talks and demenstra
end the monthly meeting at Horestone on the thud-S  tjgns. Mel and Sylvie

day of May (the 18) will be about queen rearing.

As with so many aspects of bee keeping we all lnave

own methods, and queen rearing and nucleus colany p _ _ o _
duction is no exception. The first part of the tiepon ~ AS explained ir\L this time last year, the DBKA has in
the 18" will be a video on commercial queen rearing, but"®cent years organised and reported the springeswdts

| am sure that it will be a spark of inspirationsmme and ©0f @ simple survey of winter colony losses experéeh
will definitely be a great stimulant in terms ofdiscus- ~ throughout Devon. Each year a carefully randomsssid
sion afterwards. Those that may not be concerbedta Of members is approached to compile a reasonable es
queen rearing might still consider coming alongthe =~ Mate of the total Iosses.over the winter. A nommiﬂ/o
monthly Sunday meetings as it offers the opporutut sample of members having at least one colony irptae

meet up with old acquaintances and some of our neweding Autumn is used. Obviously this is not tame as
members. total colony numbers, but there are some 750 mesriber

DBKA, so such a sample size together with a comsist
wild flowers, was wonderful; those who could notkmadt methodology argues for a reasonable approach &ssss

missed a very interesting talk and | would likethank ing trends over the years.

Johanna Westgate for coming along. Jim Slade  Brian Gant, the collator, will include the countatd in a
forthcoming issue oBeekeepingand the results will be

forwarded to the NBU as useful supplement to thain
] o data. But in the meantime, you may be interesiddarn
As with many beekeepers our bee stocks remaird@lia  ha; reported losses within this Branch run at %6t8is
cate state. We have suffered more than our usiew yeqr 4 Jittle higher than last year (14.4%), buichless
casualties, due to many factors. Despite thisillesur-  than suggested as commonplace in some of the recent
vive and go on to build up our stocks over the SUMyneia reports. Certainly there seemed to be ceradite
mer, given some fair weather. exaggeration last year from some quarters of thdiane
The Apiary as usual is in a state of flux with ngarden- and much loose talk of ‘imported CCD’ etc. And it
ing projects, tree felling and planting, pond makend  should be noted that this year, for the first tirmebee
the setting up of the experimental section withdiffer-  farming member happened to get selected for owegur
ent forms of hives from the skep to the polyhive. sample. With colonies totalling 30% higher thahtiaé
We are making progress in the main meeting roorth wi other sample members together, he has had losses lo
most of the wall panelling now completed. | will paint-  enough to bring the overdigure down to only 10%.
ing this next week. Hopefully a new set of kitchenits = We will shortly post the Branch numbers, plus agigted
will be sourced which should about finish the inte-information as it becomes available, on the Yahoo!
rior. The boarding of the exterior will now hawewait  horestoneapiaryweb site. The Branch Apiary at
until the back end to allow our merry band, The tNor Horestone is separately reported, and for thislabses
Devon Navel Gazers (NDNG), to work with the beesl a figure is sadly higher at some 50 % this year ingjws a
occasionally spend time with their loved ones! challenge now in generating both a reasonable yiéld
Tony Wright =~ honey for sale and adequate numbers of nucleusieslo
for our members. Dave James

We hope you will enjoy this edition of Northern bisg.
Several of our members attended the recent Stghelei
Spring Convention and have written articles in ortie
share with us up to date information on beekeepimg)
bee science. Hopefully we can apply some ofittcs-
mation to our own beekeeping and increase our knowl
edge and enjoyment of our bees. Very many thémks

The meeting and discussion on Sunday tH&l&st, about
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% ) | want to buy in some new queens. Which are bddew Zealand (ltalian), Carniolan, English Blacks,
Buckfast or local mongrels ?

*) Like many experienced beekeepers | often get aglisedjuestion. Buying in from queen producers can b
an expensive exercise and they probably will not@wuntil June so it is an important decision.

The advantage of obtaining a named sub-speciésilsusto purchasing any pedigree animal in that tiee will have
pre-determined characteristics — both good and ldwhve tried all those mentioned above and sopeess on to you
the lessons | have learned. However, you shouletmdmer one important thing. If you ask another erpeed bee-
keeper the same question there is a good chanicgadiavill get a different reply. We all have oavburites and our
hang ups !

The New Zealand queen producers are actually wonkith Italian beesApis mellifera ligustica Their good points
are that they are very easy to handle using thémim of smoke; they build up very quickly in thertbg and with
very yellow banded abdomens they are considerée tattractive to look at. | have often worked aooglwithout us-
ing a smoker. However the early build up can begtary and late frosts can result in the brood dpeibandoned as the
colony forms a cluster. This results in large amfashilled brood. They are infamous robbers ofottolonies. At the
end of the Summer as you attempt to feed them sygap for the Winter stores they often insist ontuing to raise
more brood. They can be obtained from NBS at Okgit@n and they are imported directly from New Zadla

The Carniolan bee (Apis mellifera carnica) oftelokn as the Grey Bee because of its colour is Ityetthe Slovenian
and East European beekeepers. Being good honkgrged the bees are easy to handle and are redstdisease.
They build up quickly in the Spring and over-wintary well. But there is one big disadvantage iat they are af-
fected by excessive swarming. If you can handlesti@ming problem you will find them an excelleeieb Available
from Bickerstaffes of Liverpool (0151 526 4532)

The Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Associatsmlalown as BIBBAvww.bibba.comproduce and sell the Old
English Black (or Dark) BeeApis mellifera mellifera The Black Bee over-winters very well in a haciimate with-
out the need of a large amount of stores. Theyemghardy and will forage at lower temperatured aarlier and later
in the day than other varieties of honey bee. Thdyeven forage in the rain. There are many réptrat they are dif-
ficult to handle although | have not found this sbave examined colonies (very gently), withowtraoker and still
kept them under control. The main criticism is tthety are better foragers in the north of the Ukexehthe crops are
later in the year. | have had several colonies @/itfee brood frames are full of slabs of sealed dfocAugust. This is
far too late for my main flow of Clover nectar imng&/July.

| have to admit that the Buckfast bee is my favewariety. For several years | was managing tlggnbers section at
Horestone Apiary with Beryl Smailes. Many beginneitt remember the colony known as Red 3. The Baskfjueen
survived for three years and the colony came wgll texpectations. This colony was so easy to haadéevery tolerant
of being open for long periods while the beginrieesl a go’. The queen was prolific providing lagjabs of brood
and about three supers of honey even in a pooose@bke only fault was that eventually the queerntgo old and was
superseded. | have several on order for delivetheaend of May from Ged Marshall of Buckinghametid296 730
794. You have to book early as he only produce® d®00 for sale!

For most of my beekeeping years | have relied ¢ec8reg eggs for queen rearing from my best coldrhere is a lot
to be said in support of the local mongrels. Thiortes that do well under the local conditions vii# a source of
cheap queens considering that you will pay £2&fBuckfast queen. However, the random mating maamays get
the best results so you will have be prepared lidfoeiworst queens.

Now for a few words about superseding. This is &swwn as ‘the first cross’. The daughter queens thforoughbred
will not always come up to the standards of thehmotlt all depends on the local drones. It isumaisual for the first
cross to turn out be a most unsatisfactory queen.

You might consider buying imported queens from.aféis is not a good idea and is not supportechbyNational Bee
Unit. Even though a queen importer has to be liedrand there is a bee health policy there is aofi¥kinging in un-
wanted pests and pathogens.

| could write a lot more about this subject spdgitie pros and cons of the various varieties afdytree but | think |
have covered the basic features. If you want t dint more then | can recommend a good book, ‘Bngethe Honey-
bee’ by Brother Adam. Chris Utting
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The DBKA EC is commending as many beekeepers aBDI has suffered a shortage of 2008 receipts/premiu

possible register their sites on BeeBase .... Tharrimdi-
tion is highly restricted, and used by the NBU @&k
Inspectors principally. Incidentally, anybody whasthad
a Bl visit will be put in the database by the Blyaay.
Registration by the apiarist ensures more accunébe-
mation. It also provides the avenue for notifmato the
beekeeper of any important issue local to theiamgpi
[spraying , pest risk etc etc] . Registration magraually
become compulsory, but we are encouraged to tdl@ac
now. | support this concept, and registered myragsaa
while ago.

Further details from the website

https://secure.csl.gov.uk/beebase/
Patrick Moore

+

This consultation aims to engage with all thosehvah
interest in the sustainability of honey bees. Thaftd
strategy is the result of a series of informal désions
and consultations with beekeeping associationsosmer
stakeholders. We now want to hear from a wider eaofg
people, particularly individual beekeepers to malaee
that the strategy represents accurately theiriggsr

The closing date for comments on this consultaisd2o
August 2008

T

The BBKA supports this consultation from DEFRA, and
encourages all beekeepers to study it and indiltidua
make feedback [as well as the various Branch, Gount
and Association feedbacks] to hone the strategy.
Please take the time to study and respond to ge#ing
the details from the following link:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/bee-hwalt
index.htm

The North Devon Branch, as well as DBKA, encourage
all members, whether actively keeping bees ortoot,
take part.

Thank you
Patrick Moore
-8
15/16/17 May- Devon County Show, Westpoint, Exeter.
17 May (Sat)- BranchSkittles evening (see end page 6)

18 May (Sun)- monthly Branchmeeting at Horestone -
video and discussion on queen rearing. (2pm start)

23-29 June- National Insect Week, inc. planned event at
Tawstock (St. Michaels School).

21-23 Nov- Central Assoc Beekeepers weekend Conf
Stratford-upon-Avon

certificates, so old style receipts have had tasseed
with the year changed. BDI are aware of this.
Should any claim arise, and especially prior to4@e
days following the date shown on the receipt, Vioautd
contact Dave James (01769 561 002 or
dave@greenover.newho will confirm to BDI the exact
date of your subscription (inc. BDI premium) payrmen

Denise Oldaker
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On a sunny afternoon in April, Johanna Westgatiteds
the apiary to give a talk and slide show on Ganghor
Wildlife. She covered all the habitats essentialfinds,
small mammals and insects, and suggested wild flowe
that would thrive in the differing conditions. Many the
recommended plants we already have enjoying thdicon
tions at Horestone, and some we will definitelyaloleling

to the ever expanding drawing board list!

Johanna walked around the gardens with the vis#onds
bee-keepers, and gave us many new ideas for mantin
areas yet to be considered.

As an avid gardener, Johanna has been collectidg an
selling seeds mail order for many years, and hangihe
gardening team a list of those available for 2008.

If anyone is interested in purchasing seeds far then
garden, Johanna has offered to give us a groupfdte
packets for £1 each; please ask ‘Flowa’. Mary H

"4
It is pleasing to see greater use being made ofitirey
by new members and for browsing by ‘old hands’ @t w
Tuesdays. When the internal refurbishment is ceteph
comfortable reading corner will be created.

The Jeff Ingold archive material (as described lhyi<C
Utting in last month’sNorthern Lights)is being trans-
ferred to the Reference section and copies of drteo
research papers may be obtained on request.

A list of this material will be available on the \d&te
shortly.

Overdue Books. There are a number of books long over-
due or on long distance loan, so may | ask youdb g
them back to the Apiary so we can all enjoy themnyol
can't get to Horestone on Tuesdays or to a Sundast-m
ing can you give them to someone else to returgdar

Julie Elkin
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Spring
Convention 0 ##5 $
The Community of Beekeepers LtBifz4Bee9' has now rm‘:ﬁﬂi,m
completed its second full year of successful trgdamd
shareholders of both classes - many of whom aradBra g+ i
members - will soon be receiving an invitation te t T —

AGM, which will probably be held at Horestone. One

of the formal approvals sought of shareholdershat t Dr Peter Neumann (Dr Peter Neumann has held sev-
meeting will concern the level of dividend to be-de eral major positions including teaching and redears-
clared. Despite all expectations to the contrallyshare-  sjstant posts and a post-doctoral research fellipsbm
holders last time received a reasonable divideodsis- 1995 until 2006. He is currently Senior Researdergist
tent with the structure of the company as a scamar-  at the Swiss Bee Research Centre and has beemyisit

prise (essentially a not-for-profit limited entitpnstituted  Professor at Rhodes University and Yunnan Agricaltu
- but not able to be registered yet - as a communiér-  yniversity since 2003.)

est company (CIC)).'Bitz4Beeshas been very popular
since the outset.

Beekeeping customers need not be Branch or DBKA owhilst the National Bee Unit's booklet on the Snidive
BBKA members, but Branch members should be awar8eetle is available — and hopefully familiar — te all,
that the Company pays the Branch quite handsonaely f this was an excellent presentation, update, andvieve
the use of its Meeting Room facilities (board maegdi  on a real threat to UK bee keeping.

AGM etc). What it does nalo is pay anyone involved, small Hive Beetles Aethina tumidj are parasites and
except our accountant who has assisted us in kgepin  scavengers of honey bee colonies native to subrSaha
Corporation tax on the first year's trading down tOafrica. They have become an invasive species amnd ca
~£29. Allthe effort in running 'the Shop' is volunteered, cayuse considerable damage to apiculture in theiv ne
and the extraordinarily hard work of Dave and Jgan- ranges. Here, Peter gave an update on: (1) Ditisibu
ris is the key here. Not only do customers getyé@en  data from Canada, Sudan and the USA, (2) Biologr-a
prices, without delivery charges, but they also st native food sources; bumblebees and stingless ages
rate, unbiased advice and help. Most of the yezarly  ajternative hosts; differences in beetle-inducescahd-
all of the current stock can be viewed at the Camilsa  ing between European and African colonies; impdct o
shipping container in  Umberleigh, just off the natyral enemies on beetle pupation success inatisen
A377, between noon and 1 p.m. on a Tuesday - or g&hnge and (3) Diagnosis cryptic low-level reprdéhre

other times by arrangement. This is especialljulder  of small hive beetles and new molecular tools.
new beekeepers and those wishing to replace omexpa

their kit, but who are unsure exactly what is mmstable  Whilst the adult beetles can be diagnosed by appear
or economical. The products are well displayednco with a reasonable degree of certainty [and carrdpped
plete with great prices. The product range iscBlg@x- by inserting black corrugated plastic “Correx” g#iin
panding, some items are specially made for us orbea the hive floor — using the adults predilection ffidding in
tailored to customer needs, and the Company welsomelark confined spaces], their eggs and larvae amsheu
feedback or suggestions. But please note thatondér cannot be diagnosed in this way - “molecular
or on-line transactions are nstipported. Branch mem- tools” [DNA analysis and the like] is the only way di-
bers or visitors who come to Horestone on Tuesftay-a agnosing with certainty. In all probability the Shtdive
noons can also arrange to collect orders at thearppi Beetle WILL occur in the UK, and is most likely &o-

or purchase from the array of selected items tteteD rive as eggs or larvae on imported bee materialostm
and Jean somehow manage to fit into their compadtkely with imported queens. It might also arrive pupae
car and bring over. Remember, too, that the Brdmasha -infested soil around imported plants, or possésyadult
special voice on the boaxdz. through the current year's beetles. Dr Neumann strongly recommended avoidance
Branch chairman as non-executive director, andi¢iids  of importing bee products [including queens] esplci

Small Hive Beetle:Distribution, Biology and Diagnosis.

to my last important point below. from known affected areas. Once present in thisty,
The Company is seeking a couple of helpers to bette ~ “containment” following rapid identification of theest at
spread the load, so if you think you might be abléo the earliest opportunity gives the best hope opysity
assist in some way, p|ease let us know. Spread within the UK, but should the beetle becase

Dave J, DB tablished_, good apiary hygiene, and espgciallyet_q@iof

stored hive components, honey extraction facilits,
helps to reduce the danger of the pest. The bpstldt
and larva] is not obligate on comb or honey — il @@t
pretty much anything.

Bitz4Bees - for further infor-
mation or placing orders, Tel
Dave & Jean on 01237 475705
or on new e-mail address
jeda2@talktalk.net

As ever in our bee keeping, Keep It Clean and Kiep
Strong!

Patrick Moore



“Do you think the wife would mind going home by bus
if she did, we could squeeze another Langstroth.ih...
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During a visit to the stalls at the massive BBKAriSg
Convention and Exhibition last month | was lookifog
something new and interesting. For those of yoa aife
finding it difficult to lift those heavy supers the
‘Drawhive’ brood box might be a great help. Theoé f
lows a list of the claimed advantages:

No more lifting for routine inspections

Direct access to all brood frames, without dismagtl

the hive.

Much quicker inspections.

Less disruption to the colony, little smoke reqgdire

All your existing equipment, floors, supers etcll V.

Field bees have access to supers during inspsection

Less risk of crushing bees on opening/closing tixe.h

For all standard single-wall hive types, top orttiwt

bee-space.

Feasible beekeeping for the disabled.

Easy two queen system

This might not be a new idea as it has been sueg¢isat
there is a German hive with a similar design. Tost of
a ‘Drawhive’ for a British National start at £68.86 it is
not cheap. To the list of advantages | would add ithis

A further lecture by Dr Peter Neumann
Bee Losses

This was a fascinating overview of large scale plo
losses which threaten apiculture worldwide.

In Europe, the USA and China, beekeepers are aaefilo
with annual severe colony losses (>100,000,000aper
num), which recently occurred more often, at a éigh
magnitude and with different symptoms This is wjdel
known as Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). This palli
tor decline will lead to serious economic and eginal
conseqguences because adequate measures canr@rbe ta
by beekeepers and veterinary authorities due tauthe
known underlying factors. Potential suspects athga
gens (Varroa, viruses, bacteria, fungi, etc.) amdren-
mental aspects nutrition, pesticides, managemen}, e
Peter gave an overview of the suspects for colosgds
and aimed towards separating major and minor artes.
will foster the development of essential and sustalie
control measures. For that purpose, the group &nitian

of Bee Losses’ has been initiated with 69 membens f
19 European countries Canada, China and the USA to
achieve three objects: accurate data on lossesgxhe
change of information; and coordinated researchs Th
worldwide joint approach in apicultural science Iwil
hopefully reduce the detrimental impact of honeg be
colony losses for apiculture, agriculture and retbiodi-
versity.

The underlying message here was that bee losses are
“multifactorial” — generally not one single causeor,
pathogen, but a collection that the colony carougie
with. Virus diseases are rife, and may be spreadtbe
bee, or through vectors such as Varroa or Smalk Hiv
Beetle. The viruses are probably endemic ... inrothe
words present in virtually all colonies at a lowdéthat
causes minimal harm. But weaken the general hedlth
the bee — such as with stress, poor nutrition, maraber

of infections — and/or introduce a high number by
particles [such as by an accompanying infectedogarr
infestation] and the colony may be overwhelmed sund
cumb. Other infections , such as with the two typés
Nosema §pisandceranaé, also play a significant part in

a double walled brood box at least on three sideb a colony loss, but likewise are probably endemic,suays
therefore gives the brood box better insulation androuble only when bee health is suffering , allogvithe

weather protection. Although | have no direct eiqreze
with it | would expect that liberal use of Vaselingl be

needed on the runners and surfaces between the bro

box and the queen excluder. For more informatioretea
look at the websitevww.drawhive.co.uk

Chris Utting

infection to get a grip, and see the colony off.

As ever in our bee keeping, Keep It Clean and Kiep
gtrong. Keep it Stress Free! Patrick Moore

Swarm Liaison Officers for North Devon

Area most commonly covered Officer Tel

Braunton & NW of Barnstaple Kay Thomas |01271 814758
lIfracombe & N of Barnstaple Tony Wright | 01271 865516
lIfracombe & N & NE of Barnstaplg Roy Pink 01271 882209
Chulmleigh & SE of Barnstaple | Jim Slade 01769 580914
Umberleigh & S of Barnstaple Dave James | 01769 56100
Torrington area Ruth Blake 01805 60133(
Bideford & SW of Barnstaple Chris Tozer 01237 47192
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ISBN: 1-904379-14-1, A5 softback

This was published just a few months ago, and is a

handy reprints collection of near twenty paperspad-
sented to the Central Association of Bee-Keeper
(CABK) over recent decades, on most aspects ofktyci
- especially eusociality - in insects. There iseautifully
written little preface by Rob Pickard and a suctizaed
useful introduction by Steve Martin. The whole eotion

suggest strongly that you join CABK, for which thpt
tag line is "bringing science to the beekeeper"rdally
get further into this, investigate the Int. Unioor fthe
Study of Social Insects (IUSSI), but the membersifip
this is almost entirely ‘professionals’, so youchagretty
strong constitution and dedication to follow themeass
you have a quite relevant background. Another eeiev
good book in some key aspects of this area is lma2a
ine et al ('Self organisation.). or anything by Wilson
and/or Hoeldobler. One small point to watch for in
the book reviewed, as per the compilers’ note, is
that taxonomy changes (that's progress !) so saaofes
asvarroa j or termites have ndieen updated.

The book price for CABK members is great value&t £

(+ £1 postage) and just a couple of pounds moradar
members. See the CABK website.

Dave James

Api-antics 08 2Some impressions and some conclusions.

April, and all beekeepers are optimistic. It'stjasques-
tion of finding one’s way through a maze of newescie
and centuries of practice. So if a not-very-exgered
beekeeper wants strong and healthy colonies whaigve
elshe to do?

Here with a list of possibles.

Be scrupulous about apiary hygiene. Keep on togaof
roa. At Stoneleigh, Peter Neumann explained toiny

has been compiled by the ubiquitous Norman Carreckpsses were caused by interaction between virpseiso-

and Tony Johnson. If you are really fascinatedHhgy go-
ciality aspects in insects this is a really exctllglace to
start. All the key subjects are covered well: etioluand
the rules; communications; self-organisation; rdpm

gens and the bee, with varroa mites always predgse
your fogger, use icing sugar, use the open mesh.flo

Make sure your colony is in a clean hive on cleamlg,
use the shook swarm (read Beekeeping Mag for Agjil

tion; conservation; man's management; the taxonomy6n alternate years to artificial swarm or Bailegrfie-

parasitism, mutualism and conflict; foraging andooy
farming etc. As pointed out in the introduction splige
some four decades or so of study and researclisiartba
and the emergence of really powerful new measureme
and analytical tools, there is such complexityhia world

of social insects that many of the fundamental dssu
raised in the late sixties and through to the tofrrthe
century are still unresolved andre the subject
of wonderful research work today.

| have to confess that | learnt of Hamilton's Roidy a
year ago. And | only truly started to understandatrhe
evolutionary biologists in this areme really capable of
finding out - with awesome ability now, often froex-
perimental studies that last no more than some msont
relatively recently. So this book fills a nice sfot me as
a neophyte. But it's clear, too, that there is mormous
amount still to be collectively learnt about inssctiality
in terms of communications and the algorithms falf-s
organisation, and the whole evolutionary biologyg-pi
ture; perhaps they will not be fully understood dvef
mankind destroys our mutual planet, the insects an
all ..... ? So this book is a nice primer, really.

The collection has papers in it by such luminaress
Knerer, Sudd, Andrewes, Hart, Martin, Free, Hoviza.
if you are really fascinated - obsessed, in my cpse-
haps - by this topic, and how honeybees fit intdahas, |

change. Try some of the new food supplements with
your sugar syrup e.g. VitaGreen essential oils.

Keep a queen for two seasons only, have a fivedram
"ucleus between two hives, for all kinds of reas@read
Jamie Ellis in this month’'s BBKA News).

Treat with Apiguard in autumn, and Oxalic acid and-
ary—read Beekeeping Magazine February 08.

Try the wax moth preventative treatment B401—used t
be called Certan. For Nosenagis or ceranae use
Fumidal B, but make sure the temperature and $ifelf
are correct.

The best of these in my observation, is the sheaks.
Try to watch a demonstration. Beryl Smailes
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The scent of flowers may become a thing of the, [zst
researchers, who suggest pollution is destroyiegnttu-
ral perfume. As well as swamping the more deli¢ate
grances, pollution breaks down the natural scemas t
flowers emit to attract insects. It also redudes dis-
tance the fragrance can travel, meaning that heater-
flies and other pollinating insects are less likéby be
drawn to the flower, says the study published @njtur-
nal Atmospheric Environment.

Flowering plants can also absorb pollutants, makiegn
less attractive to insects.

Scientists believe this explains the marked dectifie
some plants and the insects they rely on for patilim.

Jose ~Fuentes, a professor of Environmental Sceatce
the University of Virginia, who led the study sai@he
greater the amount of pollutants in the air, theatgr the
rate of destruction of the flower scents.”

! #,, -
their biology and identification - Brian Marchant
14th June 2008-10 am to 4 pm—
at Hallsannery Centre, Bideford.

Bumblebees are attractive, likeable insects assutia
with flowery meadows and summer gardens.
pose of this one day workshop is to introduce youa

relaxed and non scientific manner, to some of thm-c
monly encountered bumblebees found in the idyllic s
roundings of the Hallsannery Centre, and part efdhy

will be spent in the field observing and identifyithem.

If you have them please bring with you: x 10 or& 2
magnifying lens, a butterfly net (you could managin a
simple fishing net provided the net is deeper titan
width) small glass collecting pots with lids, sbi foot-

9"l #9 -
Air Conditioner sought

We are seeking an air conditioner in new or decent/
repairable condition, for the Horestone Honey Shed.

Step up to the plate, please, if you can assifiréeve
lose a few members this summer through heat exbaust
in there ! Contact: Jim Slade on 01769 580 918amy
Wright on 01271 865 516.

Nucs For Sale -orders are being taken for 5 frame nucs
on National Hoffman frames comprising—3 frames of
brood/2 frames of food/2008 queen raised from thst b
mongrel colony/queen marked and clipped if requiste
bursting with healthy disease free bees—will deliaed
install in North Devon - £90 contact Chris

Utting 01237 474500

Branch Secretary’s e-mail list

Patrick Moore has this week sent round an e-mailleh
“interested™? If any member did NOT receive ttisi
does wish to receive further e-mails from him, aaridh
Secretary, could they please e-mail him at:

patrick.moore@nhs.net so that he can update higile-m
list.

The pur-

Orchards Live promotes the conservation of trad#lo
orchards across Northern Devon. It is well knownife
attendance at Apple Days with huge displays of eappl
varieties, as well as a training programme of cheegc-
tical courses on orchard establishment, maintenande
product use. Courses on bench grafting, top gatind
budding are in this year's programme. It has rdgen

wear and dependant on the weather a shower prpof tannounced a record membership of 250. Membersveecei

(bumblebees are averse to heavy rain but the ooldesh
won’t put them, or us, off !).

Cost: £35 per person (plus materials): includetsoty
lunch and refreshments at the Hallsannery Centre.
For further information (on other workshops, tooj®@
book a place contact Pip Jollands on 01237 472135 o
visit their website omvww.hallsannery.co.uk.

Location: 1 mile outside of Bideford on the Greatr-T
rington road.
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a lively illustrated thrice-yearly Newsletter, freechard
walks and access to cider-making equipment, sb tha
techniques learned on courses can be applied withou
much expenditure.

Chairman Michael Gee said, ‘Since our establishnasnt
Save our Orchards fifteen years ago we have seen a
markable resurgence in traditional orchards. Buhyma
orchard owners have little past experience of gngwi
fruit, so we have a valuable role in supportingirttes-
forts. We are always keen to co-operate with otiost-
ies’. The group has a websitesww.orchardslive.org.uk
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