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May is with us, the real start of the practical bee year.  
Some of us are faced with the need to replace lost colo-
nies, some of us may be amazed at the early strength and 
vitality of our colonies.  Whatever the case, queens will 
be an integral part of what we do over the next month or 
so.  Some will be wishing to control them as part of their 
system of swarm management, but others like myself may 
be looking at queen rearing as an additional interest in our 
beekeeping. 
Part of the new bee health strategy (BHS) from Defra, 
concerns the production of queens within the UK. To this 
end the monthly meeting at Horestone on the third Sun-
day of May (the 18th) will be about queen rearing. 
As with so many aspects of bee keeping we all have our 
own methods, and queen rearing and nucleus colony pro-
duction is no exception.  The first part of the meeting on 
the 18th will be a video on commercial queen rearing, but 
I am sure that it will be a spark of inspiration to some and 
will definitely be a great stimulant in terms of a discus-
sion afterwards.  Those that may not be concerned about 
queen rearing might still consider coming along to the 
monthly Sunday meetings as it offers the opportunity to 
meet up with old acquaintances and some of our new 
members. 
The meeting and discussion on Sunday the 27th last, about 
wild flowers, was wonderful; those who could not make it 
missed a very interesting talk and I would like to thank 
Johanna Westgate for coming along.       Jim Slade 
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As with many beekeepers our bee stocks remain in a deli-
cate state.  We have suffered more than our usual winter 
casualties, due to many factors.   Despite this we will sur-
vive and go on to build up our stocks over the sum-
mer, given some fair weather. 
The Apiary as usual is in a state of flux with new garden-
ing projects, tree felling and planting, pond making and 
the setting up of the experimental section with its differ-
ent forms of hives from the skep to the polyhive. 
We are making progress in the main meeting room, with 
most of the wall panelling now completed. I will be paint-
ing this next week.  Hopefully a new set of kitchen units 
will be sourced which should about finish the inte-
rior.  The boarding of the exterior will now have to wait 
until the back end to allow our merry band, The North 
Devon Navel Gazers (NDNG), to work with the bees. and 
occasionally spend time with their loved ones! 
                                                                        Tony Wright 

���������

We hope you will enjoy this edition of Northern Lights.  
Several of our members attended the recent Stoneleigh 
Spring Convention and have written articles in order to 
share with us up to date information on beekeeping and 
bee science.   Hopefully  we can apply some of this infor-
mation to our own beekeeping and increase our knowl-
edge and enjoyment of our bees.   Very many thanks to 
all those who have contributed articles - we will be pub-
lishing them over the next couple of newsletters.   Hope-
fully they will inspire more of us to attend next year’s 
Convention and other beekeeping talks and demonstra-
tions.                                                          Mel and Sylvie  
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As explained in NL this time last year, the DBKA has in 
recent years organised and reported the springtime results 
of a simple survey of winter colony losses experienced 
throughout Devon.  Each year a carefully randomised set 
of members is approached to compile a reasonable esti-
mate of the total losses over the winter. A nominal 25% 
sample of members having at least one colony in the pre-
ceding Autumn is used.  Obviously this is not the same as 
total colony numbers, but there are some 750 members in 
DBKA, so such a sample size together with a consistent 
methodology argues for a reasonable approach to assess-
ing trends over the years.  
Brian Gant, the collator, will include the county data in a 
forthcoming issue of Beekeeping, and the results will be 
forwarded to the NBU as useful supplement to their own 
data.  But in the meantime, you may be interested to learn 
that reported losses within this Branch run at 16.3% this 
year, a little higher than last year (14.4%), but much less 
than suggested as commonplace in some of the recent 
media reports.  Certainly there seemed to be considerable 
exaggeration last year from some quarters of the media, 
and much loose talk of ‘imported CCD’ etc.  And it 
should be noted that this year, for the first time, a bee 
farming member happened to get selected for our survey 
sample.  With colonies totalling 30% higher than all the 
other sample members together, he has had losses low 
enough to bring the overall figure down to only 10%.   
We will shortly post the Branch numbers, plus any related 
information as it becomes available, on the Yahoo! 
horestoneapiary web site.  The Branch Apiary at 
Horestone is separately reported, and for this the losses 
figure is sadly higher at some 50 % this year - giving us a 
challenge now in generating both a reasonable yield of 
honey for sale and adequate numbers of nucleus colonies 
for our members.                                            Dave James 



� !� 

��
" �
#�$"
%&��'$
(

 

%��	����)
 I want to buy in some new queens. Which are best – New Zealand (Italian), Carniolan, English Blacks, 
Buckfast or local mongrels ?  
 


�	*��) � Like many experienced beekeepers I often get asked this question. Buying in from queen producers can be 
an expensive exercise and they probably will not arrive until June so it is an important decision. 
The advantage of obtaining a named sub-species is similar to purchasing any pedigree animal in that the bee will have 
pre-determined characteristics – both good and bad.  I have tried all those mentioned above and so can pass on to you 
the lessons I have learned. However, you should remember one important thing. If you ask another experienced bee-
keeper the same question there is a good chance that you will get a different reply. We all have our favourites and our 
hang ups ! 
 

The New Zealand queen producers are actually working with Italian bees (Apis mellifera ligustica). Their good points 
are that they are very easy to handle using the minimum of smoke; they build up very quickly in the Spring and with 
very yellow banded abdomens they are considered to be attractive to look at. I have often worked a colony without us-
ing a smoker. However the early build up can be too early and late frosts can result in the brood being abandoned as the 
colony forms a cluster. This results in large areas of chilled brood. They are infamous robbers of other colonies. At the 
end of the Summer as you attempt to feed them sugar syrup for the Winter stores they often insist on continuing to raise 
more brood.  They can be obtained from NBS at Okehampton and they are imported directly from New Zealand. 
 

The Carniolan bee (Apis mellifera carnica) often known as the Grey Bee because of its colour is loved by the Slovenian 
and East European beekeepers.  Being good honey gatherers the bees are easy to handle and are resistant to disease. 
They build up quickly in the Spring and over-winter very well. But there is one big disadvantage in that they are af-
fected by excessive swarming. If you can handle the swarming problem you will find them an excellent bee. Available 
from Bickerstaffes of Liverpool (0151 526 4532) 
 

The Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association also known as BIBBA www.bibba.com produce and sell the Old 
English Black (or Dark) Bee (Apis mellifera mellifera). The Black Bee over-winters very well in a harsh climate with-
out the need of a large amount of stores. They are very hardy and will forage at lower temperatures and earlier and later 
in the day than other varieties of honey bee.  They will even forage in the rain. There are many reports that they are dif-
ficult to handle although I have not found this so. I have examined colonies (very gently), without a smoker and still 
kept them under control. The main criticism is that they are better foragers in the north of the UK where the crops are 
later in the year. I have had several colonies where the brood frames are full of slabs of sealed brood in August. This is 
far too late for my main flow of Clover nectar in June/July. 
 

I have to admit that the Buckfast bee is my favourite variety. For several years I was managing the beginners section at 
Horestone Apiary with Beryl Smailes. Many beginners will remember the colony known as Red 3. The Buckfast queen 
survived for three years and the colony came up to all expectations. This colony was so easy to handle and very tolerant 
of being open for long periods while the beginners ‘had a go’. The queen was prolific providing large slabs of brood 
and about three supers of honey even in a poor season. The only fault was that eventually the queen got too old and was 
superseded. I have several on order for delivery at the end of May from Ged Marshall of Buckinghamshire 01296 730 
794. You have to book early as he only produces up to 1000 for sale! 
 

For most of my beekeeping years I have relied on selecting eggs for queen rearing from my best colony. There is a lot 
to be said in support of the local mongrels. The colonies that do well under the local conditions will be a source of 
cheap queens considering that you will pay £25 for a Buckfast queen. However, the random mating may not always get 
the best results so you will have be prepared to cull the worst queens.   
  

Now for a few words about superseding. This is also known as ‘the first cross’. The daughter queens of a thoroughbred 
will not always come up to the standards of the mother. It all depends on the local drones. It is not unusual for the first 
cross to turn out be a most unsatisfactory queen. 
 

You might consider buying imported queens from afar. This is not a good idea and is not supported by the National Bee 
Unit. Even though a queen importer has to be licensed and there is a bee health policy there is a risk of bringing in un-
wanted pests and pathogens. 
 

I could write a lot more about this subject specially the pros and cons of the various varieties of honeybee but I think I 
have covered the basic features. If you want to find out more then I can recommend a good book, ‘Breeding the Honey-
bee’ by Brother Adam.                                                                                                                                       Chris Utting            
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The DBKA EC is commending as many beekeepers as 
possible register their sites on BeeBase …. The informa-
tion is highly restricted, and used by the NBU and Bee 
Inspectors principally. Incidentally, anybody who has had 
a BI visit will be put in the database by the BI anyway. 
Registration by the apiarist ensures more accurate infor-
mation.   It also provides the avenue for notification to the 
beekeeper of any important issue local to their apiary 
[spraying , pest risk etc etc] . Registration may eventually 
become compulsory, but we are encouraged to take action 
now. I support this concept, and registered my apiaries a 
while ago. 
Further details from the website  
https://secure.csl.gov.uk/beebase/                                                                  
      Patrick Moore 
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This consultation aims to engage with all those with an 
interest in the sustainability of honey bees. The draft 
strategy is the result of a series of informal discussions 
and consultations with beekeeping associations and other 
stakeholders. We now want to hear from a wider range of 
people, particularly individual beekeepers to make sure 
that the strategy represents accurately their priorities. 
The closing date for comments on this consultation is 29 
August 2008. 
/////////////////////////////////////////////// 
The BBKA supports this consultation from DEFRA, and 
encourages all beekeepers to study it and individually 
make feedback [as well as the various Branch, County, 
and Association feedbacks] to hone the strategy. 
Please take the time to study and respond to this , getting 
the details from the following link: 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/bee-health/
index.htm 
 
The North Devon Branch, as well as DBKA, encourage 
all members, whether actively keeping bees or not, to 
take part. 
Thank you 
     Patrick Moore 
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15/16/17 May - Devon County Show, Westpoint, Exeter. 
17 May (Sat) - Branch Skittles evening (see end page 6) 
18 May (Sun) - monthly Branch meeting at Horestone - 
video and discussion on queen rearing. (2pm start) 
 
23-29 June - National Insect Week, inc. planned event at 
Tawstock (St. Michaels School). 
 
21-23 Nov - Central Assoc Beekeepers weekend Conf, 
Stratford-upon-Avon 
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BDI has suffered a shortage of 2008 receipts/premium 
certificates, so old style receipts have had to be issued 
with the year changed.   BDI are aware of this. 
Should any claim arise, and especially prior to the 40 
days following the date shown on the receipt, you should 
contact Dave James (01769 561 002 or 
dave@greenover.net) who will confirm to BDI the exact 
date of your subscription (inc. BDI premium) payment. 
                                                                 Denise Oldaker 
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On a sunny afternoon in April, Johanna Westgate visited 
the apiary to give a talk and slide show on Gardening for 
Wildlife. She covered all the habitats essential for birds, 
small mammals and insects, and suggested wild flowers 
that would thrive in the differing conditions. Many of the 
recommended plants we already have enjoying the condi-
tions at Horestone, and some we will definitely be adding 
to the ever expanding drawing board list! 
Johanna walked around the gardens with the visitors and 
bee-keepers, and gave us many new ideas for planting 
areas yet to be considered. 
As an avid gardener, Johanna has been collecting and 
selling seeds mail order for many years, and has given the 
gardening team a list of those available for 2008. 
If anyone is interested in purchasing seeds for their own 
garden, Johanna has offered to give us a group rate of 10 
packets for £1 each; please ask ‘Flowa’.               Mary H 
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It is pleasing to see greater use being made of the library 
by new members and for browsing by ‘old hands’ on wet 
Tuesdays.  When the internal refurbishment is complete a 
comfortable reading corner will be created. 
The Jeff Ingold archive material (as described by Chris 
Utting in last month’s Northern Lights) is being trans-
ferred to the Reference section and copies of any of the 
research papers may be obtained on request. 
A list of this material will be available on the Website 
shortly. 
Overdue Books.  There are a number of books long over-
due or on long distance loan, so may I ask you to get 
them back to the Apiary so we can all enjoy them. If you 
can’t get to Horestone on Tuesdays or to a Sunday meet-
ing can you give them to someone else to return for you. 
                                                                      Julie Elkin 
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The Community of Beekeepers Ltd ('Bitz4Bees') has now 
completed its second full year of successful trading, and 
shareholders of both classes - many of whom are Branch 
members - will soon be receiving an invitation to the 
AGM, which will probably be held at Horestone.  One 
of the formal approvals sought of shareholders at that 
meeting will concern the level of dividend to be de-
clared.  Despite all expectations to the contrary, all share-
holders last time received a reasonable dividend, consis-
tent with the structure of the company as a social enter-
prise (essentially a not-for-profit limited entity constituted 
- but not able to be registered yet - as a community inter-
est company (CIC)).  'Bitz4Bees' has been very popular 
since the outset.       
Beekeeping customers need not be Branch or DBKA or 
BBKA members, but Branch members should be aware 
that the Company pays the Branch quite handsomely for 
the use of its Meeting Room facilities (board meetings, 
AGM etc).  What it does not do is pay anyone involved, 
except our accountant who has assisted us in keeping our 
Corporation tax on the first year's trading down to 
~£29.  All the effort in running 'the Shop' is volunteered, 
and the extraordinarily  hard work of Dave and Jean Mor-
ris is the key here.  Not only do customers get really keen 
prices, without delivery charges, but they also get first 
rate, unbiased advice and help.  Most of the year, nearly 
all of the current stock can be viewed at the Company's 
shipping container in Umberleigh, just off the 
A377, between noon and 1 p.m. on a Tuesday - or at 
other times by arrangement.  This is especially useful for 
new beekeepers and those wishing to replace or expand 
their kit, but who are unsure exactly what is most suitable 
or economical.  The products are well displayed, com-
plete with great prices.  The product range is steadily ex-
panding, some items are specially made for us or can be 
tailored to customer needs, and the Company welcomes 
feedback or suggestions.  But please note that mail order 
or on-line transactions are not supported.  Branch mem-
bers or visitors who come to Horestone on Tuesday after-
noons can also arrange to collect orders at the Apiary, 
or purchase from the array of selected items that Dave 
and Jean somehow manage to fit into their compact 
car and bring over.  Remember, too, that the Branch has a 
special voice on the board viz. through the current year's 
Branch chairman as non-executive director, and this leads 
to my last important point below. 
The Company is seeking a couple of helpers to better 
spread the load, so if you think you might be able to 
assist in some way, please let us know. 
                                       Dave J, for COB 

Bitz4Bees  -  for further infor-
mation or placing orders, Tel 
Dave & Jean on 01237 475705 
or on new e-mail address 
jeda2@talktalk.net 

 
Dr Peter Neumann       (Dr Peter Neumann has held sev-
eral major positions including teaching and research as-
sistant posts and a post-doctoral research fellowship from 
1995 until 2006. He is currently Senior Research Scientist 
at the Swiss Bee Research Centre and has been Visiting 
Professor at Rhodes University and Yunnan Agricultural 
University since 2003.) 
Small Hive Beetle: Distribution, Biology and Diagnosis.  
 

Whilst the National Bee Unit’s booklet on the Small Hive 
Beetle is available – and hopefully familiar – to us all, 
this was an excellent presentation, update, and overview 
on a real threat to UK bee keeping. 
Small Hive Beetles (Aethina tumida) are parasites and 
scavengers of honey bee colonies native to sub-Saharan 
Africa. They have become an invasive species and can 
cause considerable damage to apiculture in their new 
ranges. Here, Peter gave an update on: (1) Distribution: 
data from Canada, Sudan and the USA, (2) Biology  alter-
native food sources; bumblebees and stingless bees as 
alternative hosts; differences in beetle-induced abscond-
ing between European and African colonies; impact of 
natural enemies on beetle pupation success in its native 
range and (3) Diagnosis  cryptic low-level reproduction 
of small hive beetles and new molecular tools. 
 

Whilst the adult beetles can be diagnosed by appearance 
with a reasonable degree of certainty [and can be trapped 
by inserting black corrugated plastic “Correx” strips in 
the hive floor – using the adults predilection for hiding in 
dark confined spaces], their eggs and larvae and pupae 
cannot be diagnosed in this way – “molecular 
tools” [DNA analysis and the like] is the only way of di-
agnosing with certainty. In all probability the Small Hive 
Beetle  WILL occur in the UK, and is most likely to ar-
rive as eggs or larvae on imported bee material – most 
likely with imported queens. It might also arrive as pupae
-infested soil around imported plants, or possibly as adult 
beetles. Dr Neumann strongly recommended avoidance 
of importing bee products [including queens] especially 
from known affected areas.  Once present in this country, 
“containment” following rapid identification of the pest at 
the earliest opportunity gives the best hope of stopping 
spread within the UK, but should the beetle become es-
tablished, good apiary hygiene, and especially hygiene of 
stored hive components, honey extraction facilities etc, 
helps to reduce the danger of the pest. The beetle [adult 
and larva] is not obligate on comb or honey – it will eat 
pretty much anything. 
 

As ever in our bee keeping, Keep It Clean and Keep It 
Strong! 
                                                       Patrick Moore 
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 A further lecture by Dr Peter Neumann     
Bee Losses 
This was a fascinating overview of large scale colony 
losses which threaten apiculture worldwide. 
In Europe, the USA and China, beekeepers are confronted 
with annual severe colony losses (>100,000,000 per an-
num), which recently occurred more often, at a higher 
magnitude and with different symptoms This is widely 
known as Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). This pollina-
tor decline will lead to serious economic and ecological 
consequences because adequate measures cannot be taken 
by beekeepers and veterinary authorities due to the un-
known underlying factors. Potential suspects are patho-
gens (Varroa, viruses, bacteria, fungi, etc.) and environ-
mental aspects nutrition, pesticides, management, etc). 
Peter gave an overview of the suspects for colony losses 
and aimed towards separating major and minor ones. This 
will foster the development of essential and sustainable 
control measures. For that purpose, the group ‘Prevention 
of Bee Losses’ has been initiated with 69 members from 
19 European countries Canada, China and the USA to 
achieve three objects: accurate data on losses; the ex-
change of information; and coordinated research. This 
worldwide joint approach in apicultural science will 
hopefully reduce the detrimental impact of honey bee 
colony losses for apiculture, agriculture and natural biodi-
versity.  
The underlying message here was that bee losses are 
“multifactorial” – generally not one single cause , or 
pathogen, but a collection  that the colony cannot cope 
with. Virus diseases are rife, and may be spread bee to 
bee, or through vectors such as Varroa or Small Hive 
Beetle.  The viruses are probably endemic … in other 
words present in virtually all colonies at a low level that 
causes minimal harm. But weaken the general health of 
the bee – such as with stress, poor nutrition, or a number 
of infections – and/or introduce a high number of virus 
particles [such as by an accompanying infected varroa 
infestation] and the colony may be overwhelmed and suc-
cumb. Other infections , such as with the two types of 
Nosema [apis and ceranae], also play a significant part in 
colony loss, but likewise are probably endemic, causing 
trouble only when bee health is suffering , allowing the 
infection to get a grip, and see the colony off.  
As ever in our bee keeping, Keep It Clean and Keep It 
Strong. Keep it Stress Free!                 Patrick Moore              

“Do you think the wife would mind going home by bus - 
if she did, we could squeeze another Langstroth in…..” 
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During a visit to the stalls at the massive BBKA Spring 
Convention and Exhibition last month I was looking for 
something new and interesting.  For those of you who are 
finding it difficult to lift those heavy supers the 
‘Drawhive’ brood box might be a great help. There fol-
lows a list of the claimed advantages: 
· No more lifting for routine inspections  
· Direct access to all brood frames, without dismantling 

the hive.   
· Much quicker inspections.  
· Less disruption to the colony, little smoke required.  
· All your existing equipment, floors, supers etc. will fit.  
· Field bees have access to  supers during inspections.  
· Less risk of crushing bees on opening/closing the hive.  
· For all standard single-wall hive types, top or bottom 

bee-space.  
· Feasible beekeeping for the disabled. 
· Easy two queen system 
This might not be a new idea as it has been suggested that 
there is a German hive with a similar design. The cost of 
a ‘Drawhive’ for a British National start at £68.25 so it is 
not cheap. To the list of advantages I would add that it is 
a double walled brood box at least on three sides and 
therefore gives the brood box better insulation and 
weather protection. Although I have no direct experience 
with it I would expect that liberal use of Vaseline will be 
needed on the runners and surfaces between the brood 
box and the queen excluder. For more information have a 
look at the website www.drawhive.co.uk  
                                                                Chris Utting 

Swarm Liaison Officers for North Devon 

Area most commonly covered Officer  Tel 

Braunton & NW of Barnstaple Kay Thomas 01271 814758 

Ilfracombe & N of Barnstaple Tony Wright 01271 865516 

Ilfracombe & N & NE of Barnstaple Roy Pink 01271 882203 

Chulmleigh & SE of Barnstaple Jim Slade 01769 580918 

Umberleigh & S of Barnstaple Dave James 01769 561002 

Torrington area Ruth Blake 01805 601330 

Bideford & SW of Barnstaple Chris Tozer 01237 471928 
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     ISBN: 1-904379-14-1, A5 softback 
This was published just a few months ago, and is a 
handy reprints collection of near twenty papers all pre-
sented to the Central Association of Bee-Keepers 
(CABK) over recent decades, on most aspects of sociality 
- especially eusociality - in insects. There is a beautifully 
written little preface by Rob Pickard and a succinct and 
useful introduction by Steve Martin. The whole collection 
has been compiled by the ubiquitous Norman Carreck, 
and Tony Johnson. If you are really fascinated by the so-
ciality aspects in insects this is a really excellent place to 
start. All the key subjects are covered well: evolution and 
the rules; communications; self-organisation; reproduc-
tion; conservation; man's management; the taxonomy; 
parasitism, mutualism and conflict; foraging and colony 
farming etc. As pointed out in the introduction, despite 
some four decades or so of study and research in this area 
and the emergence of really powerful new measurement 
and analytical tools, there is such complexity in the world 
of social insects that many of the fundamental issues 
raised in the late sixties and through to the turn of the 
century are still unresolved and are the subject 
of wonderful research work today.  
I have to confess that I learnt of Hamilton's Rule only a 
year ago. And I only truly started to understand what the 
evolutionary biologists in this area are really capable of 
finding out - with awesome ability now, often from ex-
perimental studies that last no more than some months - 
relatively recently. So this book fills a nice slot for me as 
a neophyte. But it's clear, too, that there is an enormous 
amount still to be collectively learnt about insect sociality 
in terms of communications and the algorithms for self-
organisation, and the whole evolutionary biology pic-
ture; perhaps they will not be fully understood before 
mankind destroys our mutual planet, the insects and 
all ..... ?  So this book is a nice primer, really.  
The collection has papers in it by such luminaries as 
Knerer, Sudd, Andrewes, Hart, Martin, Free, Howse. But 
if you are really fascinated - obsessed, in my case, per-
haps - by this topic, and how honeybees fit into all this, I 

suggest strongly that you join CABK, for which the apt 
tag line is "bringing science to the beekeeper". To really 
get further into this, investigate the Int. Union for the 
Study of Social Insects (IUSSI), but the membership of 
this is almost entirely 'professionals', so you need a pretty 
strong constitution and dedication to follow them unless 
you have a quite relevant background. Another relevant 
good book in some key aspects of this area is by Camaz-
ine et al ('Self organisation... ') or anything by Wilson 
and/or Hoeldobler. One small point to watch for in 
the book reviewed, as per the compilers' note, is 
that taxonomy changes (that's progress !) so such names 
as varroa j or termites have not been updated.    
The book price for CABK members is great value at £8 
(+ £1 postage) and just a couple of pounds more for non-
members. See the CABK website. 
              Dave James 

Api-antics 08 2Some impressions and some conclusions. 
April, and all beekeepers are optimistic.  It’s just a ques-
tion of finding one’s way through a maze of new science 
and centuries of practice.  So if a not-very-experienced 
beekeeper wants strong and healthy colonies whatever is 
he/she to do? 
Here with a list of possibles.   
Be scrupulous about apiary hygiene.  Keep on top of var-
roa.  At Stoneleigh, Peter Neumann explained that colony 
losses were caused by interaction between viruses, patho-
gens and the bee, with varroa mites always present.  Use 
your fogger, use icing sugar, use the open mesh floor. 
Make sure your colony is in a clean hive on clean comb, 
use the shook swarm (read Beekeeping Mag for April 08) 
on alternate years to artificial swarm or Bailey frame-
change.  Try some of the new food supplements with 
your sugar syrup e.g. VitaGreen essential oils. 
Keep a queen for two seasons only, have a five-frame 
nucleus between two hives, for all kinds of reasons. (read 
Jamie Ellis in this month’s BBKA News). 
Treat with Apiguard in autumn, and Oxalic acid in Janu-
ary—read Beekeeping Magazine February 08. 
Try the wax moth preventative treatment B401—used to 
be called Certan.   For Nosema apis or ceranae, use 
Fumidal B, but make sure the temperature and shelf life 
are correct. 
The best of these in my observation, is the shook swarm.  
Try to watch a demonstration.                  Beryl Smailes 
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The scent of flowers may become a thing of the past, say 
researchers, who suggest pollution is destroying the natu-
ral perfume.  As well as swamping the more delicate fra-
grances, pollution breaks down the natural scents that 
flowers emit to attract insects.  It also reduces the dis-
tance the fragrance can travel, meaning that bees, butter-
flies and other pollinating insects are less likely to be 
drawn to the flower, says the study published in the jour-
nal Atmospheric Environment. 
Flowering plants can also absorb pollutants, making them 
less attractive to insects. 
Scientists believe this explains the marked decline of 
some plants and the insects they rely on for pollination. 
Jose ~Fuentes, a professor of Environmental Sciences at 
the University of Virginia, who led the study said; “The 
greater the amount of pollutants in the air, the greater the 
rate of destruction of the flower scents.” 
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Air Conditioner sought   
We are seeking an air conditioner in new or decent/
repairable condition, for the Horestone Honey Shed. 
Step up to the plate, please, if you can assist, before we 
lose a few members this summer through heat exhaustion 
in there !   Contact: Jim Slade on 01769 580 918 or Tony 
Wright on 01271 865 516. 
 
Nucs For Sale - orders are being taken for 5 frame nucs 
on National Hoffman frames comprising—3 frames of 
brood/2 frames of food/2008 queen raised from the best 
mongrel colony/queen marked and clipped if requested/
bursting with healthy disease free bees—will deliver and 
install in North Devon - £90   contact Chris  
Utting 01237 474500 
 
Branch Secretary’s e-mail list 
Patrick Moore has this week sent round an e-mail entitled 
“interested”?  If any member did NOT receive this, but 
does wish to receive further e-mails from him, as Branch 
Secretary, could they please e-mail him at:  
patrick.moore@nhs.net so that he can update his e-mail 
list. 
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Orchards Live promotes the conservation of traditional 
orchards across Northern Devon. It is well known for its 
attendance at Apple Days with huge displays of apple 
varieties, as well as a training programme of cheap, prac-
tical courses on orchard establishment, maintenance and 
product use. Courses on bench grafting, top grafting and 
budding are in this year’s programme.  It has recently 
announced a record membership of 250. Members receive 
a lively illustrated thrice-yearly Newsletter, free orchard 
walks  and access to cider-making equipment, so that 
techniques learned on courses can be applied without 
much expenditure. 
Chairman Michael Gee said, ‘Since our establishment as 
Save our Orchards fifteen years ago we have seen a re-
markable resurgence in traditional orchards. But many 
orchard owners have little past experience of growing 
fruit, so we have a valuable role in supporting their ef-
forts. We are always keen to co-operate with other bod-
ies’. The group has a website:  www.orchardslive.org.uk . 
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their biology and identification - Brian Marchant 
14th June 2008—10 am to 4 pm— 

at Hallsannery Centre, Bideford. 

Bumblebees are attractive, likeable insects associated 
with flowery meadows and summer gardens.  The pur-
pose of this one day workshop is to introduce you, in a 
relaxed and non scientific manner, to some of the com-
monly encountered bumblebees found in the idyllic sur-
roundings of the Hallsannery Centre, and part of the day 
will be spent in the field observing and identifying them. 
If you have them please bring with you: x 10 or x 20 
magnifying lens, a butterfly net (you could manage with a 
simple fishing net provided the net is deeper than its 
width) small glass collecting pots with lids, suitable foot-
wear and dependant on the weather a shower proof top 
(bumblebees are averse to heavy rain but the odd shower 
won’t put them, or us, off !). 
Cost:  £35 per person (plus materials): includes tuition, 
lunch and refreshments at the Hallsannery Centre. 
For further information (on other workshops, too) or to 
book a place contact Pip Jollands on 01237 472135 or 
visit their website on www.hallsannery.co.uk. 
Location: 1 mile outside of Bideford on the Great Tor-
rington road. 
 


