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A New Broom

As most of youwill know by now, since my moveto
Somerset | have been looking for someone to step into
my shoes as Editor of this newdetter. Well, finally my
pleas have been head and, as from next month, Barry
Ned will bethe new Editor. Many thanksto him for
“volunteaing’.

Asthisismy last edition, my thanks go to all thase who
have mntributed over the last 12 months of my “reign”
and fdease give Barry all your suppat in
the future. 1t doesn’t take much to scrib-
ble down afew words of your beekeep-
ing experiences, aneadates, reports on
visitsetc. so please keep the wpy com-
ing. Youwriteit, we'll print it !

www.northdevonbees.org
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Subscriptions Reminder !

Our Treasurer reminds al those who have naot yet re-
newed their subscriptions to please do so as L0nas pos-
sible! If any member haslost the doulde-sided form
sent ealier, please download ore from the Branch web
site or request one from Dave J (tel. 01769 561 002ro
dave@greenover.net). If you are avare of new or poten-
tia new members, plesse alvisethem similarly. Of
course members can join any time of the yea (with re-

ductiontowardsthe yea end), but if ac

tionisnat taken very soon, members will
ot be listed in the very useful DBKA

ing by 'phore, email and letter.

ODUFK DW &KLOVZRUWE .
9LOODJH +DO0  )XUWKI | S3° &0 suply your emal address
If it ain’t broke, don't fix it GHWDLOV RQ SDJH where gplicéble (andif you amitted it on

During our move, my bees have been

somewhat negleded. Infad, onmy re-

cent trip badk to them (they are till at the old pace
whilst | find them anew home) | was amazed to consult
my beekeeing log and find that | had dore noform of in-
spedion (other than a quick visit to seethe roofswerein
place ¢c.) sincethe end d September. It was with some
trepidation therefore that | planned a cdhedk ontheir
progresson ore of the few fine days at the end d Febru-
ary — primarily to examine food supgies.

Imagine my delight therefore to find all five mloniesup
andrunning, with 2 d the wloniesbringingin pdlen. |
did give a oude of the mlonies sosme fondant, bu apart
from that, all seemsfine. | know that | am going to re-
gret saying this, bu in the threeyeas | have been kegp-
ing bees, | have yet to lose any of my colonies over the
winter. Thisisnaot | think due to any grea expertise on
my part, but perhaps more dueto the locd strain of beel
have, andto the fad that | have consistently lost queens
during the summer and therefore have young queens go-
ing into the winter! Every cloud has asilver lining.

Anyway, | know that | have raised thisisaue before, but |
am warming to the view that ignoring my bees is benefi-
cial tothem. They seento do letter withou my
“asdstance”! Obvioudy there ae some things that
must always be dore (eg varroa control) but | am re-
solved this yea to significantly restrict the number of
times | open upthe hives. | loveto tinker, bu that isa
charaderistic | will try andresist.

Keuvn Tricke

the form submitted already, please emall
to Dave). It isthe agread pdicy of the
Branch Committee andindeed DBKA
now, to adively encourage email usage wherever poss-
bleto reduce wsts and to fadlit ate more timely informa-
tionto, andinteradionwith, ou members. Dave dso
notes that some members appea to have not paid guite
the corred BDI sums with their membership forms. He
will bein touch with thase members dhortly. See &so
the reminder re. BDI rules elsewherein thisisaue.

NDBKA Show Dates 2007

Listed below are the show dates that the Committee
has agread that we will attendthisyea. We have
tried to spread them out a bit so it's not too orerous
for the "gall ant few"!

28th April Rosemoor "Go Wild in the garden”
30th Jure Instow Garden Safari
1st August North Devon Show
7th October Eggesford Courtryside
& Wildlife Show
27/28th October St Johrs Garden Centre, NDBKA
Honey Show

We will also bedoing our bit for the DBKA’s marquee &
the Devon County Show on 1718/19%th May



It may be boring but ...

...if you are goingto " do" insurance, do it properly!
As amember (presuming you have paid this yea's sub-
scription!) of the North Devon Branch of DBKA you- in-
diredly at least - part "own" the BDI - BeeDiseases Insur-
anceltd.

The BDI was establi shed by beekeepers working voluntar-
ily, asaself-help tod, with the ams of:

* providing ameasure of compensation in the esent of
colony destruction uncder the Bee Diseases Cortrol
Order

* suppating research into beehedth in general
* educding beekegers to ensure that our bees are
hedthy and productive
The BDI isrun by beekeepers for beekeepers, andis owned
by member Beekeeping Associations.

Asapaid upmember, you are automaticdly covered by the
BDI for upto 3colonies- andyoushoud be avare (‘cosit
says it onthe membership renewal form!) that if you have
more olonies than this, you real to pay additional sumsto
cover the number of colonies you have.

*** the BDI has written to remind ws that you shoud bein-
sured for THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF COLONIES
YOU COULD HAVE THISYEAR ....thisincludes your
regular hives, nucs you have split off, other forms of in-
crease, AND ANY SWARMSYOU MAY TAKE. Api-
deas/ mini-nucs do nd "court" asinsurable mlonies.****

If you dort insure your full number of colonies, the BDI
may be minded to regard you as uninsured against ANY
claims.

So PLE ASE review your position!

Current Isurance Rates -

Up to 5colonies (including the basic thred an addtiond £2.00
Up to 10colonies (including the basic thre€ an addtiond £5.25
Up to 15colonies (including the basic thre€ an addtiond £7.75
Up to 20colonies (including the basic thre€ an addtiond £9.50

Up to 25colonies (including the basic thre€ an addtiond
£1110

For 26 colonies (including the basic threg and upto a maximum
of 39 dease wmnsult your Association Treasurer..

The mmpensation rates from January 20067 are &
follows -

BS Sandad Brood £180
BS Shilow £1.35

Plastic QX £3.95
GlassQuilt £11.20
Honey£1.00 per Ib

Other Brood £ 250
Other Shdlow £ 1.85
Wire QX £1330
Crown Board £1055

This, and more, information can be foundat:
http://www.bbka.org.uk/articles/bdi.php

Patrick Moore, Branch Saetary

Do you know what this is ?

Here's alittl e puzzefor all pradicd beekeepers. What
isthe purpose of thislittleitem ? Doesit have aname ?

We're making a littl e competition ou of this puzzethis
month, for he or she who providesthe arred - or neaest
- answer will recave alittl e aredit card size magnifier

(Seesegparate item in thisisaue on this new product now
avail able from Bitz4Bees.)

Seehow generous we can be!

Answersto Tony Wright (ona cad, o tel. 01271 865
516 a e-mail wright1939@btinternet.com). Next
month'sisue will reved the @rred usage and the newly
blessed winner.

Dave J
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New lottery to Raise Branch Fund s

The Branch Committeerecently accepted a proposal from
the Instrumented Hive Partnership (IHP) to runajoint
lottery, with the majority of proceeds going to the
Branch. Thisisa'100Club' style system, with afew
twists. All prizesare cah. The key fedures are asfol-
lows:

* itis gyled as: IRUWK 'HYRQ %HHNHHSHUV V.

*  the minimum cash prizes dart at £25(1st) and £15
(2nd.

*  ead ‘ticket’ (chance) costs £1 for any month of the
yed.

*  ‘tickets are sold orly in urits of twelve, so you are
automaticdly entered for awhole yea for £12

*  youmay buy more than ore set of 12 ‘tickets' if
youwish

*  tickets are avail able for purchase throughou the
yea

* at the starting level of eighty participating tickets
for that month, the cash prizes represent a 50 % to-
tal return

*  for ticket sales above this gipulated minimum, the
cash prizes dedily increase!

*  ead lottery entrant is given a Certificae of Partici-
pation beaing his/her ticket no/sfor the 12 month
period

* al winners dhall be natified within ten days of
ead draw

All l ottery sellers are urged to carry and dsplay an Au-
thorised Seller card and provide an immediate recept of
some sort. It isimportant to communicate sales detail s
promptly to Wendy (seebelow).

Ticket sales are dready off to agrea start, foll owing the
launch at Horestone on 23d February. Oncethe stipu-
lated minimum is readed, the lottery draw takes placeon
the first Tuesday of eat cdendar month, for which pur-
pose we ae most grateful to Jim Slade for so quickly de-
vising, fabricaing and dorating the magnificent tombola
drum madine.

Importantly, the official promoter is our new member
Wendy Dunlop-Jenkins from llfracombe. Plesse contad
her at:

Wendy Dunlop-Jenkins

2 Montpelier Road |Ifracombe, Devon, EX34 SHP

Tel. 01271 867 397

e-mail wendydj@btopenworld.com

Note that thislottery differsin oreimportant resped
from our recent 100 Club’ of 2005. Now it isispur-
posely open to nd just Branch or DBKA members,
friends and family, but also to the general puldic. Inthis
way, we shoud be &leto raise more fundsand ona
more consistent basis, and moreover try to move avay
from always relying onjust our loyal membersfor sup-
port. Accordingly we have an appropriate NDDC licence
(LO0555.

wwwi.instrumented-hive.co.uk

www.northdevonbees.org

Please do your hit - buy aticket (or two), sell some, tell
it 1
othersabout it ! Dave J Wendy D-J

Handy New 'Bitz4Bees' Item - and
News from CoB

The Community of Beekegpers Ltd annourcethat they
now stock thase very handy credit card size magnifiers
(Fresnel type). These make an ided way to get a doser
look at the ‘'varroatray' onyour mesh floor hives, or for
taking alook at any bees or other insedsin the aiary, for
they are eaily popped into your pocket or purse.

Far lessbulky than a mnventional magnifier. Infaa
they are dso quite useful more generally for the maaular
degenerate......... 0]

An absolute sted at £2 ead including a protedive plastic
pocket ! Contad Dave M on 01237 475 705r0
jeda@onetel .com .

Incidentally, please try to forewarn Dave of your require-
ments aheal o time, espedally if they arerelatively large
or unwual. Thishelps CoB in ganningits gocking pol-
icy, to everyone's benefit.

And onthis sametopic, and rather reluctantly, CoB will
shortly introduce a£50 deposit requirement on all orders
placed for over £100wheretheitemsare not already in
stock. Customers continueto get agrea ded from the
CoB new venture, so pease help ou ever-helpful 'Team
Morris to help usall.

CoB sharehdders will soon ke recaving natice of the
first AGM, tentatively bodked for late dternoon onTues
17th April .

Bee Disease Insurance AGM

Do AGMs thrill you?

Can't get enowgh of them??

If you are going to the BBKA at Stoneleigh thisyea, you
are welcome (or so | am advised) to attend the BeeDis-
eases Insurance Ltd Management Committeemeding at
1030 onSunday 22ndApril (where you can med and talk
with the ommittee and sit in onthe meding). Thiswill
be followed immediately by the AGM of BDI Ltd.

E-mail the seaetary , Roy Norris, at
roy@fulmar.demon.co.uk to be put onthe distribution
list for papers and lunchtime provisions.

Patrick Moore, Branch Saetary



Asian Hornets make itto France

Swarms of Asian hanets, renowned for their vicious
stings have settled in South Western France

Global warming has largely been blamed for the survival
and spread of the Asian Hornet (Vespa veluting), which
isthought to have arived in Francefrom the Far East in a
consignment of Chinese pattery in late 2004.

These hornets are renowned for attacking colonies of
horeybees, and can destroy a mlony in a matter of hous.

Entymologists are dso afraid that, eventuall y, these hor-
nets will spread to the UK. However, they do nd toler-
ate frost very well, so they may nat cope with cold win-

ters.

The Asian Kill er Fact File

* The Asian hanet's usua habitat is the temperate
andtropicd Eastern Asia

* Itsbody length is between 1.1in and 1.8n, al-
thowgh gueens have been known to reat 2.4n

* The Asian hanet injeds a potent venom that can
disslve human tissue. It also usesitslarge
mandiblesto kill prey, including bees and caerpil -
lars

* Anyone with an allergy whois gung and dces not
receve prompt treagment may die. Generaly, hor-
netswill not attadk humans, unesstheir nests are
disturbed

* Asian hanet attadks on horey beehives are devas-
tating.

* A single hornet can kill as many as 40 horey bees
per minute

* After destroying a hive's defences, the hornets
cary itslarvaebad to feed to their own young.

* |n parts of the Far East the hornets are eden deg
fried asahornet sashimi.

Sumnarised from an aticlein the Daily Telegroph

Horestone Hilton Upgrading: Help !

Members will be avare from the last issue of Northern
Lights of our successin seauring an interest freeloan
from the DBKA for upgrading our Apiary sheds. We
may even rename the largest - the ex-chicken Main Shed
- the'Meding Hall' or similar !

Procurement of most of the material isunderway, and the
purpose of this brief note isto seek additional help for the
necessary work onthe roaf, the new cloisters (yep !), the
improved covered accessead end, the re-cladding etc.
and then the safety-criticd remedial work onthe Quarter-
masters Stores.  Work onthe Main Shed interior and the
Honey Shed will foll ow.

So if you are fighting fit and would be &leto asgst with
pradica work in the nea future, plesse cntad the Api-
ary Manager, Tony Wright or myself. Importantly
PLEASE indicae preferred day/s of the week or spedfic
dates and we will endeasour to compile asuitable plan.

Clealy alimited amournt may be dore on Tuesday morn-
ings, but the work involved is quite alot andit isunfair
that the wider membership simply rely on the same small
number of voluntee's ead time for Apiary heary work.

Theladies will have their turn soonwith the interior of
the Main Shed. Oh yes, and we will sooninstall the
lovely new pot belly stove that will make those beekeep-
ing medings at Horestone even more inviti ng.

So any offers, please ? Work will probably start, onthe
roof first, asoundmid March.

Dave J

Out-Apiary Offered

I will shortly have to give up my out-apiary nea Ash-
water (some 4 miles uth of Holsworthy off A388to
Launceston). Whilst it israther along way away from
most of you, if anyone in North Devon Branch isinter-
ested in taking it on, dease let me know in the next
week or so and | will approach the owners of the land
to seeif they are anenable to a new beekeegper.

If no-one from ND Branch expresses an interest, | will
offer it to members of Holsworthy Branch.

Kewvin Tricke

TKHYHHYV. QHHV

37KH EHHYV NQHHV’ LV D WHUP LQGLFDWLQJ H[FFHIOOHQF
KLIKHVW TXDOLW\ W EHFDPH SRSXODU LQ WKH 86 LQ
\Y

%HOLHYHG 2ULJLQ  %HHV FDUU\ SROOHQ EDFN WR WK
VDFV RQ WKHLU EDFN OHJV 7KH DOOXVERQANQ.VR WK
WUDWHG JRRGQHVV WR EH IRXQG DURXQG WKH EHH V I

(GLWHG E\ .HYLQ 7ULFNHU 20G %DUQ )RUWRQ 6RPHUVHW 7$ 1$
3KRQH (PDLO QHZVOHWWHU#QRUWKGHYRQEHHV RUJ
$00 FRQWULEXWLRQV ZHOFRPH FRS\E\ UG RI PRQWK IRU SXEOLFDWLRQ LQ IROORZLQJ PRQWK{V QHZ\/OHW!
$UWLFOHV LQ WKLV QHZVOHWWHU UHPDLQ WKH SURSHUW\ R WKH DXWKRU DQG PD\ QRW EH UHSURGXIHG L(¢

ZLWKRXW H[SUHVV SHUPLVVLRQ



