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	 Well here we are, July, and we are all hop-
ing for good weather conditions so that we can enjoy a 
strong honey flow.   Certainly the clover and brambles are 
all flowering well.   Despite many of our best efforts there 
seems to have been a high incidence of swarming this 
year.   I followed Beryl’s advice in last months Northern 
Lights,  re-splitting colonies in two at the first sign of 
queen cells - still they swarmed when I was on holiday 
for a week.  They obviously haven't quite got the hang of 
swarm control yet. 

Horestone is looking very beautiful at the moment.  The 
garden blossoming, the lilies in the pond flowering, the 
hives busy and the nucs building up well.   The weather 
station is up and working and looks so good that the gar-
den team haven’t yet been  tempted to grow a clematis up 
it.   We would like to thank all of you who have e-mailed 
us photos - we would like to publish them all but I think 
your computers would crash if we include any more.     
Maybe next month.                                        Sylvie & Mel 
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There has been considerable interest in this possibility for 
some while now, and some of the issues that discouraged 
us up to now included cost, incomplete range of sensors, 
unwillingness by members to provide support, poor dis-
play, and importantly inability to directly import data in 
electronic form. Recently a suitable new design finally 
became available, and the Instrumented Hive Partnership 
(IHP) has procured and installed such a unit at Horestone 
in agreement with the Branch. It is shown in the photo. 
The IHP has an interest in building up local weather data, 
and will continue to maintain and support this kit, with 
the display sited in the main Meeting Hall at 
Horestone.  Temperature, humidity, wind speed and di-
rection, and rainfall data is taken and transmitted wire-
lessly to the display unit each half hour. All data is time 
stamped with time accurately synchronised to the DCF 
European transmitter beacon and can be imported to a PC 
for graphing using the bundled software and also 
then exported to other applications for further analysis as 
desired.  All this is at no cost to the Branch. 
  
Significantly Dave Morris, who of course with Jean is 
already very busy running 'Bitz4Bees', has kindly volun-
teered to take the data supplied through the IHP 
at convenient intervals and provide suitable graphi-
cal outputs and analysis for Branch use. There is also the 
possibility of using local Met. Office data later, for which 
joint IHP/Branch access permission was granted a while 
ago.  Will it make us better beekeepers ?  Probably not, 
but at least we can build up some truly localised weather 
data with time, to inform our beekeeping discussions and 
give us insight based on objective data rather than subjec-
tive recollection/ad hoc recording.  Look out for a regular 
new spot on this subject in Northern Lights in the near 
future.                                                              Dave J 
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Is it just my imagination or was June abnormal regarding 
swarms?  I seem to have good healthy colonies depleted 
by swarming. Despite my average endeavours I seem to 
have lost swarms from almost all of my hives.  Are the 
bees getting craftier at hiding queen cells or are they pro-
ducing them and sealing them in a shorter time frame?  
Despite the loss of swarms things on the whole don’t look 
too bad, and we can only hope that the weather stays fair 
and we all get a little honey. 
At our Branch Apiary things are also looking fair; we 
have manage to produce a number of nucs for our new 
members.  The top bar hive that we have is now perform-
ing very well, but as a method of keeping bees has high-
lighted a few minor anomalies and problems, problems 
that are not insurmountable but bring a different perspec-
tive to managing a hive.  So far the top bar hive is prov-
ing to be of great interest with some of our lady members 
and we hope that they will be instrumental in formulating 
a definitive design for a top bar hive. Some of their 
thoughts are already being implemented.  Now that we 
can get feedback from the use of this type of hive, those 
who do not normally make it to the Apiary on a Tuesday, 
and who might be interested, could come along on one of 
our monthly Sunday events and have look and a chat. 
One member that recently gave up beekeeping because he 
felt that he could not manage the heavy lifting etc is very 
keen to have a go with a top bar hive.                Jim Slade 
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At the height of a busy beekeeping season, now is the time 
to consider ways of caring for your back in order to prevent 
injury.  An easy way to injure your back when lifting bee-
keeping equipment is to forward bend and rotate at the 
same time.  You tend to get a facet lock in the spine which 
makes movement very limited and painful and the back 
muscles go into spasm to protect the injured area.  Conse-
quently as the muscles spasm the blood vessels and nerves 
within the muscles become pinched causing pain.  The tis-
sues need oxygen and nutrition to repair the area and to re-
move the waste products of metabolism.  If the blood ves-
sels are contracted this obviously cannot happen, so a vi-
cious cycle is set up.                    
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  Avoid forward bending and rotating when removing su-
pers or moving boxes.  Try to bend at the knees and not at 
the waist.   Do not try to lift anything that is too heavy.   
Either split  the load and make several trips or enlist a bee-
keeping buddy.  It is always easier to manipulate hives 
with help. 
   If you are prone to backache, warm up before starting: go 
for a short walk and treat it as though you are getting ready 
for some real physical activity – which you are. 
   Use hive stands so that there is no need to bend down to 
manipulate frames.  The top bar in the brood chamber 
should lie between your knees and your waist.  If you have 
a spare hive stand or small table use this for the roof and 
supers when removing them. 
   Don’t over tire yourself – take breaks between hives.  If 
possible sit down for certain procedures such as uncapping, 
processing and bottling.  If you have a particularly hard to 
find queen and your back is beginning to ache, place a 
chair in front of the hive and sit while  unhurriedly examin-
ing  each frame. 
   Try to keep the area around the hive free from obstacles 
to avoid tripping.  Make sure when placing hives that the 
ground is cleared and levelled. 
   Take care when taking swarms, particularly if using lad-
ders. 
   Think about your posture generally.  For good posture 
when standing, try and keep shoulders, hips and ankles in 
line.           Lesley Suter, osteopath 
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July 12 - Thorne’s Open Day, Wragby, Lincoln, 9am start. 
Sunday 27 July 2pm -  monthly Branch meeting at 
Horestone.   Informal discussion and beekeeping video. 
7 August - Honiton Show (including bee-keeping section) 
See: www.honitonshow.co.uk 
Saturday 7 September  -  Bee Microscopy Day at Hall-
sanery Centre, Bideford —with Brian Marchant.  (£35 in-
cluding lunch).  Contact Pip Jolland for further details or to 
book a place-01237 472135. See:  www.hallsannery.co.uk. 
25 & 26th October—Branch Honey Show - St Johns 
Garden Centre, Barnstaple. 
October 30—Nov 1,  National Honey Show, Weybridge 
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With the continuing interest in flowers for bees and the 
steady development of the gardens at Horestone, it does 
seem a good time to look back at other centuries of bee-
keeping and dream of those warm summer borders and 
bee boles, murmuring bees and wonderful scents, honey 
tasting of heaven, as Scottish beekeeper and gardener 
Margaret Lear tells us.   
If bees are visiting flowers for their scent and colour, the 
nectar and pollen are what they are looking for.  Most 
herbs are aromatic, with essential oils concentrated 
mainly in the leaves, especially in dry hot weather.  But 
the scent alone is powerful enough to attract pollinators.  
Many herbs have insignificant flowers, pale but scented.  
Lemon Balm, or Honey Herb Melissa Officionalis has 
long been observed to “cause bees to keep together when 
rubbed over the hive, and cause other bees to come to 
them”.  Have you tried it? 
If blue, mauve or pink are the favourite colours of the 
honey bee, think of Lavender, Hyssop, and purple Sage, 
the pinks of Thymes, Marjoram and all the Mints; the Bo-
rages, Lungwort or Pulmonaria, and Comfrey Symphy-
tum.  A late nectar bee forage could alternatively be the 
Blue Globe Thistle Echinops ritro, hardly a herb but defi-
nitely a bee perennial.   The Horestone gardeners are well 
advanced along the lines of happiness and healing.  Plan 
your own garden, too!                                   Beryl Smailes 
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Our June open day at Horestone was a great success.  The 
Georgeham Horticulture Society members seemed very 
keen and very pleased all round, indeed several joined our 
Branch on the spot ! They bought plants donated by 
Julie, and their 'plate' donations were amazingly gener-
ous.  It was a grand afternoon, and they clearly enjoyed 
looking around the Apiary and very much liked Tony's 
presentation and the following discussion on bees - and 
most importantly they enjoyed the food, where Wendy 
and Joan et al had made great preparations ..... 
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swarm catchers 
extraordinaire 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 

Dave loves being up a Horestone tree 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

How high can a bee fly ? 

Swarm into the Round Hive 

'�������	 !�����	 ����	 	 	 St Michael’s School, Tawstock, enjoyed National 
Insect Week recently with many activities, including special bug science lessons, 
dressing up as insects, and bug related art activities.  The IHP and members from 
our North Devon Branch help them generally and support them at such events 
and through the School’s Bee Club, where the children have the opportunity to 
learn hands-on beekeeping.  These photos show the IHP’s BeeLab One which is 
in the grounds of the School.  This bee cabin holds observation hives which con-
nect to the outside through pipes.  
See also N Devon J, July 3 ‘08, pp. 20 & 49. 
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We have two titles once again this month, with the first a 
rather different choice than usual.  Normally we review 
titles published relatively recently, and of course the audi-
ence is our members who are often ......er, of mature 
age.  But we do have members with young children, and 
we also have members with young grandchildren. And 
we also try to play our part in educating schoolchildren 
on bees, insects and the environment (e.g. see p.3).  So 
this leads us to our first unusual choice.       
    " How Bees Be" was published just a few years ago, 
and is a delightful, large format paperbook for younger 
children (Milet Pub, by A Boyle & L Hambleton, 
2003).  List price is £5, but I got a new copy for some 
£2.50 inc. postage.  
First, the illustrations and layout are really superb - espe-
cially the pages related to Little Bee's education within 
the dancing school.  Oh yes, there is even a little figure-of
-eight diagram within one picture !  Like all great books 
for children, there is a worthy message in here, too viz. 
that life is not all play, that growing up involves taking on 
more responsibility.  And like all good books that can be 
read to the youngest, there is some lovely between-the-
lines humour, too.  Rather like the recently released Bee 
Movie (now available on DVD), some of the information 
is far from entomologically correct, but I'd say this is eas-
ily forgiven and likewise permits some deliciously subtle 
humour that is of course initially most enjoyed by the 
parent or grandparent.  Near the front there is a charming 
illustration of different bees with labels like dancing 
school bees, prima dancing bee, flying school bees, Little 
Bee, queen bee, squadron bees, bee-rocrats etc.  Well 
worth a few pounds - even for yourself ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    "A World Without Bees" has just been published 
(Guardian Books, A Benjamin & B McCallum, small for-
mat hardcover, June 2008). The list price is £10 but it's 
easily available for around £7.  The title is a tad mislead-
ing: it is not science fiction covering a future world with-
out bees, but a fairly thorough update on the issue of col-
ony losses and the claim that the level of losses now con-
stitutes a "catastrophe". Indeed the authors "ask the ques-
tion that will be on everyone's lips: is there any possible 
way of saving the honeybees - and with them, the world 
as we know it ?"  No hyperbole here then..... 
 

This is an unusual book in that it is written by two non-
scientists on a what is a technical subject of considerable 
topicality (and, some would say, subject to orchestrated 
hype from some segments of the beekeeping community). 
One author is a Guardian journalist (social affairs and 
environment) and beekeeper of a few years, the other is 
her partner and new beekeeper "who is currently studying 
to become a geography teacher".  I would not in fact be 
surprised to find that this book grew in part out 
of McCallum's final year study project. All in all it is an 
excellent piece of work, written in an easily digestible 
style and with very few errors that I spotted - the more 
remarkable considering how recent is most of the infor-
mation.  There is a good review of the historical back-
ground to beekeeping, its role in agriculture especially in 
the USA, the efforts by the USDA and others internation-
ally to try to understand what has now been termed CCD, 
a little on CPV, IAPV, KBV, ABPV, BQCV, BEESHOP, 
COLOSS and so on. Overall, the authors have well re-
searched their subject, and they have done a great job in 
setting down the present status.  They've even quietly de-
bunked the oft-quoted four year apocalyptic bees state-
ment wrongly attributed to Einstein (this has puzzled me 
for years); the attribution is seemingly of French origin, 
posthumous and arose from a national beekeepers' cam-
paign related to sprays.  
This is a truly excellent little book to bring the reader up 
to date with the all the issues surrounding colony losses 
and CCD and the areas of study underway around the 
world. In its attempt to fit everything in - at least briefly - 
it sometimes seems a little disorganised or even superfi-
cial, but it's all well written and the authors' enthusiasm is 
infectious.  It could do with more detailed references 
(they're just clumped by chapter at then end - as 
"Sources" - without specific referencing in the main 
text) and the index is poor, but the "CCD Timeline" at the 
end is a nice touch.  The authors have presented a pretty 
balanced description of the claims and the counter-claims 
and tried to set it all in historical context, albeit in a jour-
nalistic style.  Clearly, as predicted and mused on for 
years by E O Wilson and others, the globalization and 
industrialisation of agriculture and apiculture is doubtless 
part of the picture, as is climate change and so on.  So as 
P Neumann of COLOSS states: "Efforts by individual 
countries to reveal the drivers of colony losses are 
doomed, due to the high number of interacting fac-
tors."  It is also clear, as Neumann has also remarked, 
that there is a crucial need for really reliable basic data on 
colony losses incidence. As we know in the UK and in-
deed locally, even this simple task is easier said than 
done, and there are always plausible reasons why specific 
losses experienced can be explained.  This is not a scien-
tific text, but it is an excellent topical book for us as bee-
keepers, and I hope that it will be updated in a few 
years, too.                                                               Dave J 

Webwatch 
The following is an interesting beekeeping site well 
worth a visit:   www.scientificbeekeeping.com 
                                                                              Albert C 
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Food prices are likely to rise even further unless scien-
tists can solve the mystery of the decline in honey bees, 
farmers and businessmen have warned Washington.  
“No bees, no crops,” said Robert Edwards, a North 
Carolina farmer, during a Congressional hearing. 
Edward Flanagan, who grows blueberries in Maine, 
said he could be forced to increase prices tenfold or go 
out of business without the beekeeping industry.   
“Every one of those berries owes its existence to the 
crazy, neurotic dancing of a honey bee from flower to 
flower,” he told the agricultural sub-committee of the 
House of Representatives.   
Bees are responsible for pollinating a third of the crops 
in America.  In the US, bee pollination is estimated to 
be responsible for $15billion (£7.5 billion) each year of 
crop value.   However, this year, colony collapse disor-
der saw numbers fall by 36 per cent, with some bee-
keepers losing 90 per cent of their bees.  The cause of 
the syndrome is not yet understood. 
“This is a crises we cannot afford to ignore,” said Den-
nis Cardoza, a member of the House of Representatives.  
The House Appropriations Committee has approved 
$10million (£5million) for research. 
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1 cup honey 
4 lemons 
1 orange 
1 lime 
1 cup warm water 
3 cups cold water 
 Squeeze all the citrus fruits into a jug.   Mix the 
honey with 1 cup of warm water and add to the jug with 
3 cups of cold water.  Stir in a tray of ice-cubes and gar-
nish with lemon slices and sprigs of mint. 
Makes about 2 pints. 
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Bitz4Bees:  
for further info. or placing 
orders, tel. Dave & Jean on: 
01237 475705  
or e-mail:  
jeda2@talktalk.net 

+����	/��� : Sick Leave   
 
I urgently needed a few days off work, 
But, I knew the Boss would not allow me to take leave. 
I thought that maybe if I acted "Crazy" 
Then he would tell me to take a few days off. 
So, I hung upside-down on the ceiling and made funny 
noises. 
My co-worker (who's blonde) asked me what I was do-
ing. 
I told her that I was pretending to be a light bulb, So, 
that the Boss might think I was "Crazy" and give me a 
few days off. 
A few minutes later the Boss came into the office and 
asked, "What in the name of good GOD are you doing?" 
I told him I was a light bulb. 
He said, "You are clearly stressed out." 
Go home and recuperate for a couple of days." 
I jumped down and walked out of the office... 
When my co-worker (the blonde) followed me, the Boss 
asked her, "..And where do you think you're going?!" 
 
(You're gonna love this....) 
 
She said, "I'm going home, too. I can't work in the dark. 
 

Apologies for this  -  we have temporarily run  
out of all things beekeeping! 
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70 Crops in the UK that are dependent on, or benefit 
from, pollinating visits from bees. 
 

300  Species of bee in the UK.  No two species are able to 
inter-mate.  There’s only one species of honeybee. 
 

1  Queen bee in a typical colony. 
 

70,000  Female worker bees in the average colony.  Wild 
colonies are much smaller 
 

300 Male drones in a commercial colony. 
 

1,300   Meals a worker bee larva is fed each day. 
 

6 - 8  Weeks’ life expectancy of a female worker bee 
 

2,000 Eggs a queen bee lays everyday—the equivalent to 
twice her bodyweight. 
 
1  Flight a queen bee will make during her life. 


