OF THE DEVON BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

January 2008

NORTHERN LIGHTS goma,

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTH DEVON BRANCH &

www.northdevonbees.org

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Reminder !
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promptly

Editorial

The Christmas lunch held at the Royal and Fortescue Ho-
tel in the beginning of December was a wonderful social
affair enjoyed by all who came. Congratulations to
Wendy who managed to negotiate a very reasonable price
for the meal.

The garden is coming along and the with the addition of
the nine trees, the pond, the bulbs and the many extra
plants, it will be a haven for bees. It is encouraging that
so many are taking such an interest and lending their help.

Just to remind you: if you would prefer to receive North-
ern Lights by email please read last month’s article on
distribution, where it is fully explained.

Already there are a number of dates for your diary we
look forward to seeing as many members as possible, es-
pecially those that cannot make it on a Tuesday.

Please be reminded that the beginners bee keeping course
starts on the 12th Feb and that existing members can at-
tend for specific evenings. Look at the web site (as
above) to check the subjects available. The course is now
available at the Apiary only because of the dedication and
hard work of the Apiary Support Team and their volun-
teers. If only we could get workmen so readily to do work
in our own homes.....

Stop and do your subscription NOW: this really needs to
be in by the 15 Feb. It does cover insurance so it does
make sense to fill in and send off.

Here’s to good bee keeping....... Mel & Sylvie

Chairman’s Chat

A new bee year is about to start and we have now to look
forward in the hope that all is well with the bees.

Winter losses we all trust will be minimal. However,
over the last few weeks of 2007 there has been quite a lot
of discussion amongst the members about varroa and the
varying infestations in not only the hives at the apiary but
also in members’ hives. The consensus is that most of us
seem to have more than we would like or should have. If
we look at the preferred wisdom, the drop that we are ex-
periencing is too high, but general observation indicates
bees in a reasonable state. If the preferred wisdom is not
accurate then it is of great interest to all beekeepers to
know what might be the infestation level at which a hive
cannot recover and finally succumbs. With this in mind
all information is useful and it would be of benefit to us
all if we can get a correlation between infestation,
strength and demise of colonies. Most of us have a
reasonable idea as to the degree of infestation in our own

hives and some of us will have bees that unfortunately
will not come through the winter. Whatever the varroa
and winter brings please let us know. Exact figures are
not necessary. If you can, please help create a data-base
by giving information we will assemble it into a useful
state, along with the annual colonies losses survey we do.
Please if possible grade the varroa infestation in your
hives as: very high, high, average, low and free of varroa,
and rate the colonies as they start to expand in the coming
spring as: very strong, strong, average, week or died out.
Also add any notes with regard to treatments that you
have applied to your hive in the run up to and through the
winter; i.e. Fumidil B, HiveClean, strips, etc or none.
Hopefully by late spring / summer we will be able to ex-
amine the collected information. The information can be
sent to me at home (address in year book) or by email to
me at jica@btinternet.com. All information about mem-
bers’ bees will remain confidential. 1f you want to help
but do not want to give your name that is fine, we only
want information about the bees.
Please help if you can, and have a Happy New Year.

Jim Slade

THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH
........ pay your subscription

....... heft your hives and feed with fondant
if needed

....... make a note of the diary dates and
transfer them to you own - especially our Horestone talk
on Sun 2nd March

....... have a seasonal plan and order equipment accord-
ingly from Bitz4Bees

....... have a look at your website and others that could be
helpful, look at the books on the website, also take this
opportunity to read past magazines etc.

....... overhaul your smoker and make sure you have an
adequate supply of fuel

........ clean brood boxes and spare frames, and see Chris
Utting’s article on preserving wood
........ check your bee suit for holes, tears etc.

........ think about the plants that can be planted in your
garden that provide pollen and nectar in abundance

......... make a series of record cards ready for use

......... send in emails with any questions, concerns,
opinions or extraordinary happenings
Mel & Sylvie






