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The winter has been so cold it has perhaps
encouraged you to do all those indoor jobs , lilekimg wax
candles and sorting out the boxes and frames. dDforget the
bees and remember to feed them at this time. €he y
stretches before us, so in your blank diary petdates that
Margaret Kay is giving for all the events this ge&mong the
events there will be one near to you so why notiviger. |
guarantee you will enjoy the day. There are soynpeaople
working on your behalf to make the Apiary run sniyptaind
the community a strong and friendly group - adiftiput from
you would be so appreciated.

A new year a new beginning. Is it premature tohwisu all a
wonderful bee/honey season. Please do not debpain lose
a hive.

Remember you are always welcome at the ApiaryMel

MESSAGE FROM YOUR SECRETARY

If you have not paid your subscription within thexh4
weeks you will be deemed as having not rejoined

th%

We also had a very enjoyable New Years Meal- it logsly

to meet some of the “other halves” who patiently pp with

all things beekeeping for much of the year. We bél arrang-
ing other events during the summer so that wesdltlte oppor-
tunity to meet. Sylvie

The frosty weather has bitten the apiary hard,featured our
water filter, so we're back to carrying water freannearby
neighbour. Thankfully, our active Clerk of Workshic Tozer
has the matter in hand, and despite requestsdouple of pack
donkeys, has designs on easier repairs! Chris,iiRasld Derek
have replaced the felting to the roof of the quantasters
store, so Albert no longer needs to work undeuhibrella!
The bees have survived so far, however some otolmnies
are very light. We now have access to a set oescand al-
though late in the day, have begun weekly weigtdnedings.

The first 3 ‘loaned’ colonies have been allocated the IHP
nd clearly labeled. Once allocated, they are trapiete re-

Branch and your name will be removed from the mem-ponsibility of the IHP. The final 3 colonies wile designated

bership list. This means you will not be insured gou
will no longer receive the mailings from the NoBlevon
Branch or the DBKA. So please, rejoin NOW.

...MEMBERSHIP...MEMBERSHIP... MEMBERSHIP..

CHAIR CHAT -
Branch. Work has been progressing at the Apiagpauing for
Spring. The Education Group and our Show and $&wsiants
Co-ordinator have been busy preparing for the cgrseason.
Our Membership secretary, Denise, is progressinip \wer
paperwork but is still waiting for some of you tifl but and
return your subscription forms (if you have mislgiour form
another can be downloaded from our website). Gémdegoes
ahead—weather permitting. Snowdrops have alreadyib to
flower in the borders.

Plans are well underway for the DBKA/DARG/NBU Nosz
survey. Our original hope of a survey/study dagnbmed at
Horestone proved unrealistic because our narraeslavill not
accommodate the amount of traffic the event wilhayate.
Parking too would have been a problem. The plam isothat
the second of the Nosema Survey Days (Sunday Rzmdh)
will take place at Castle Centre, Barnstaple. afranch we
will be involved in the organization of the day anill be look-
ing for volunteers (see page 3) - | have jumpeduitkly and
added my name to the list as | think it will beaadinating day
and a learning experience.

An important event this month was the ADM/AGM at
Stoneleigh. Information on the topics discussed #ie out-
comes will in this months BBKA newsletter. We alsave an
article from Beryl who was able to attend.

But it has not all been work - at our Tuesday apraeetings
we have had the opportunity to chat about our awdividual
ideas, hopes and plans for spring.

January has been an active month for the

soon.

At a recent Tuesday afternoon members meetingag sug-
gested that we supplement some selected colonteésawion-
soya based pollen substitute. A member has dorafed kgs
of “FeedBee” for the feeding programme which wdlhemence
on a suitable day in February. Our queen-reariagghre un-
der discussion and will be explained on the nestdsof N/L

The 3 team leaders and members have discusseddheis-

sue of labeling the colonies, and have electedat@ mumbers
printed on their ‘team colour’ labels. Each nucleusated will
have the origin of their queen clearly identifiable each box.
Members are invited to join any team on their wgeakbkpec-
tions, and this labeling/recording process will doglained on
site.

Our hygiene policy is completed, and Matron will loa
standby with her washing soda bucket! For everyohe is
only able to visit on a few occasions, we will hipplescribe
the process in detail, so have no worries.

Finally, for members wishing to bring interestedldden to
visit, we will soon have our child-friendly poligtearly visible
on a sign situated near our non-existent gatedtfein are very
welcome, providing their parent/guardian supervibesn at all
times whilst on the apiary site.

We celebrated our appreciation of each other andpatient
partners! at the Royal and Fortescue hotel lunsh $ainday,
and enjoyed a giggly fun time, as the photos indica

We welcome comments from members who are unab#-to
tend our Tuesday meetings, so please e-mail meamiyhsug-
gestion, and we’ll discuss them and give you feekba
Here’s wishing everyone and their bees a safe feaks; until
spring bursts through with warmth, wonder and hope!

Flowa



The library continues to be well used and thankBdwe

The Committee have asked me to find out the pras anJames who has organised the installing of a de-ditieni

cons for the Branch of running a stall at the N@evon
Show.

It would be really helpful to know what memberak#

Also how many people would want the stall to sed-p
duce on their behalf ?  The Branch would takem-c
mission of 20% on sales of members’ produce.

Responses please to: Margaret Kay
Email: mkay761@googlemail.com or 01769 560749
Margaret

ot

such as, Borage,

..-.-l

“ While ordering your seeds for
the coming season do not for- HOOPER A Guide to Bees and Honey

~%= get the annuals the bees love DELAPLANE The Honey Bee and Beekeeping

Phacelia, Hapg Anatomy and Dissection of the Honey Bee

.« Poached egg plant, Californian
Poppy, Cottage Marigold, He-
liatrope and Sunflowers to
™ mention but a few. These all into a naming and shaming list in the next Northern

our valuable books are being well cared for.

However on the down side, there are some members wh

are failing to return their books within a reasdedbngth
of time (1 month is the official loan period ) atids is
very frustrating for people who are waiting to lwowr
these books.

This month | am listing the MOST outstanding bosks
please check your shelves and get these books tback
Horestone. Alternatively phone me, 01598 71098gouf
are unable to come to the Apiary so we can arrange
means of return.

DIGGES 3 copies of The Practical Bee Guide
SEELEY The Wisdom of the Hive

ANSLOW A Beemasters’ Tale (outsize book)
If this notice does not bring any results | shallforced

look good and attract benefi- Lights!!!

cial aphid eating insects as well as an edgingdamin
dividing rows through the vegetable patch.

A much neglected hardy annual worth growing isi&ill

Yours hopefully Julie

Capitata, a member of the Polemoniaceae (lungwort)

family. It is a native of California nad grows 12-15"
high with ‘pincushion’ heads of lavender blue flowe
atop mid-green ferny foliage. Flowering Seed iailav
able from Chiltern Seeds, www.chilternseeds.co.uk
Julie

A very big thank you to Margaret Kay for organiziogr
annual dinner.
We all came together in a jolly mood on a chillyeaf

Dave & Jean
01237 475705

The Shop will be open every Tuesday 12 -1pm sdim
the 3rd March. We will of course welcome your osdat
any time and deliver them to the Apiary on Tuesday,

noon in the convivial atmosphere of the Royal andcollect from ‘Hullacott'.

Fortescue Hotel, taking over the front lounge tthga
and chat before the meal.
traipsed through to our table to enjoy a deliciousal

with lots of vegetables followed by lovely deserts.

We pulled a cracker or two and yes some of us wuee
hats. Flowa and Mel distributed the gifts thathe&ed

brought in recognition of another and many werégti¢d

fully surprised by what they received. Flowa endea

oured to create a carnival atmosphere but beindatte
left in the restaurant at 3.30pm many felt thavais time

to go home The event was attended by 15 members a

9 partners and friends, and was enjoyed by all.

In stock - a limited amount of Cane Sugar at 65pKe.

When all had arrived weHave you had any thoughts of your equipment reguir

ments for the coming season? Help us help youdgro
ing early, an order to our supplier will be goimgn the
first week in February - Get those thinking caps on

Have a Happy Beekeeping Year.

H#

This informal day - hosted by Chris Tozer - wiiver
wax from scratch - from cleaning and preparat®mn
candle making/rolling. Bring along all your gtieas

and lunch to share.
\
C_—:s,/

Saturday March 7th -
ﬁj

10 am - 3pm
T

At Horestone Apiary.
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DBKA is undertaking a Nosema survey in collaboratio with the Devon Apicultural Research Group (DARG)
and with the assistance of the National Bee Unit.

Two Nosema diagnosis dates are fixed so far:

Saturday, 21st March at Southpark Centre, Buckfastind
Sunday, 22nd March at The Castle Centre, Barnstaple

The event at The Castle Centre will run from 10.3@ 2.30 pm

“As this is a new venture these are in many walat pivents. If it can be arranged in time and ueses are available,
events will be organised to make it easier for begkrs in other parts of the county to be involatthough members
will be welcome at these events from anywhere éncibunty.

This study will allow beekeepers to discover if Hiom is infecting their bees, but this is not thienpry objective
which is to find out the extent of Nosema infectamund the county which is why there will be charge The event
is supported financially by DBKA, DARG and with ade and support with personnel from NBU. In tothis is a
huge task and with the resources and experiendeawe available, we have to proceed in “one smefi”st or maybe
two actually!” (from “Beekeeping” February Vol 2/

Ideally, all surviving colonies should be sampled @ahe suggested method of collection is shownvbelith further
guidance notes on the form on the next page. s&h®le from each colony should consist of oldeslaa®l thirty will
be needed from each colony. Further informatidhlve given out in next months NL but in the meaiplease print
of and read through the attached form. This foam een reproduced for your information only dittloxes appear to
have gone missing in the scanning) and the offfoiah to accompany your bee samples can be dowatbadm the
Newton Abbot website: www.newtonabbotbees.org.uKou will also find some very informative artisl@n both
Nosema apis and Nosema ceranae .
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1. Thirty (30) mature bees will be neeftedhe test.

Choose a day and time when the bees are fagdtigely.

Close the entrance for a while until returniregs are crowding the entrance.

Use a polythene bag and brush 30+ bees into it

Seal the bag, label with the hive referenakmace in a freezer

immediately.

6. Remove the bees only on the day of the tesingmise decomposition.

7. Bees sent by post should be taken out of thgh®ne bag just before posting and placed inita su

able permeable container such as a matchbox anth\séirst class post to Glyn Davies or Adam ¥ex

8. Bees and details can be sent with a fellow begran the day.

9. Please complete the details requested ondhedf this form as clearly as possible. Continoe o
a separate sheet if required.

10. Privacy and confidentiality will be respectst personal information will not be passed to

NBU for BeeBase unless the relevant box is ticked.

alrwN
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Actually, this day was the last of the deep frestlay when beekeeper delegates from all over senddt England
homed in to their Headquarters in Stoneleigh PaHich is pretty well in the centre. It was the day their Annual
General Meeting and Annual Delegates’ Meeting, addy when BBKA shows what it can do in democratganisa-
tion. ANY beekeeper member who has a “Good Ideay ask his/her Branch Committee to discuss it, ppitagosal
to the Area Association, where this good idea tsatled, refined, and if accepted, is forwarded té&KBBADM.

The Area Association will mandate their delegatangue the case before all the other delegatesntially the dele-
gates vote to accept the proposition, or reject it.

It was a very good-natured affair on™L.@anuary, the delegates, warmed with hot drinksoase had travelled a long
way, took their seats with a lot of chat. The AGNI is always chaired by the BBKA President.

Tim Lovett faced the assembly, flanked to his rigith a table for the minutes secretary and the@tey Orders expo-
nent, to his left with the mobile microphones Handnd computer control. Three tellers for eade sf the hall took
their places, watched over by the Head Teller. ingptards were given out to the delegates to hpldouhe tellers,
and area cards were given out for members 'votBijareas were represented. Devon is our arela,6MT00 mem-
bers represented, thus we yield a hefty considerat

Tim beamed at the assembled multitude. The muttibehmed back. From then on, the authority wasyslapparent,
but the charm and willingness to reason ensureagnianctioning from 10.30am until the close atGhm

Devon made two important contributions, both of ethivere carried.

The first, a Devon Proposal that BBKA urgentlylsé® negotiate with DEFRA and allied apiculturakagies for the
establishment of a national beekeeping authorityetgointly managed and funded by BBKA and thesenaigs, and
with powers to determine priorities in fundingselfise management, research and training stantéitds=C support
this was carried 35 for, 18 against, 4 abstentions

The second, BBKA Chairman Martin Smith argued tlxedative’s case for continuing a dialogue with atpemical
companies with the object of improving relationshgmd understanding.

Five preliminary clauses led up to this debatec@utinue dialogue, to make representations for avgments of prod-
ucts, to allow the use of the BBKA logo, to acceayment of fees to BBKA, and for fees to be ringded. All car-
ried except the last clause.

There was a long and detailed debate on this issith, Glyn Davies (Devon) energetically advocgtthe acceptance
of all. There was much discussion, which you lé able to read in BBKA News.

It was a long day, but fascinating, and overalis§ging in that the lengthy debates produced thst kdecisions that
were possible on all counts. Beryl Smailes

Bee Disease

We are getting to that time of year when you wadlhmaving your first good inspection of your colaiand maybe the
awful discoveries of colony losses or very wealong@s.

Unless there is a blindingly obvious cause forrthendition [and starvation will probably be thexamonest cause of
loss discovered this Spring] it both wise and etlanal to try to determine whether disease mightobglame.

It will also be a good time to check for the presenf disease that if properly managed, or treatey help your colo-
nies to get off to a better start than if “left radd.

Nosema is one of the commoner, and treatable, stisdhat influences colony health and productiahd all beekeep-
ers should assess in the Spring whether any af¢hkinies have a significant level of infectiors you will see else-
where in this edition of Northern Lights, “For Ti8gring Only!!” you can become involved in “Noseiay” and have
your colony samples checked for free! | do urge yotake advantage of this project ... and may be (et as a helper
as well.

If you cannot take part in this project ... or fohet potential problems such as Acarine ... don'tdbtbat as a Branch
member you can call upon the help of our Branchrddicopist, Brian Marchant, for a very modest fégou would

like his help or advice or services, please cortanot:

Telephone 01237 477000, e-miaéearem@supanet.com , address: 9 Dune View Westward Ho! Bideford EX39 1UH



E $ DEFRA and The Co-Operative announcements

There are now a total of 15 students intereste@dking = No doubt all Branch members are by now aware of the
this course which will start at the Horestone Apian = DEFRA announcement the last week in January. An ex
Sunday 22nd February and run for 10 Sundays. tra £4.3 million will "safeguard and undertake moge

We have decided not to have more than 10 students S€arch into the health of bees” and of this aduafio

the course and therefore it has been agreed tawan Sum "nearly £2.3 million over the next two yearsudo
courses on the same days - one from 10 am to 12 noo SUPPoIrt the work of the National Bee Unit in itfoefs to
and the other from 2 pm to 4 pm. So we are now &bl help England’s beekeepers deal with the problekiada
take up to another 5 students. Those who may tee-in their bee colonies.This will include identifyind #iose

ested should contact Beryl Smailes on 01271 329643. }[Nhil.keep b(taes ag%_providing e;pertIaQVice todtr]lem 0
Beryl will oversee the morning sessions which vaé ackling pests and diseases and applying good hus-

delivered by members of the education team - Kag-Th bandry.

mas, Sue Madgwick, Jack Mummery, Julie Elkin and my "In addition, DEFRA will put an extra £400,000 tada
self, Glenis Beardsley. This will help to broadgme bee health research every year for the next fiaesye

B h ftrai This extra funding — a total of £2 million — formpart of a
ranch's resourf:e ottrainers. ) comprehensive bee health strategy, which is unelezléd
Kay Thomas will run the afternoon sessions. She hagpment." Seehttp://www.defra.gov.uk/news/

been teaching the beginners' courses for many yeats |atest/2009/animal-0121.htm

will c_alldon the support of other members of thaneas The new Co-Operative initiative did not receivetguas
reqw.re T _ _ much media coverage, but is noteworthy for several
Sessions will cover topics from the BBKA Basic &lis  sons. This laudable new ten-point "Plan Bee" inetuthe
such as Natural History, Equipment, Local Foragetemporary ban on the eight neonicotinoid-basedi-pest
Swarms and Swarming, Pests and Diseases and Cologyes on its own farms and for its "own-brand fresb-
Management. duce". Its own farms cover some 70,000 acres dnd a
As the weather improves, there will be practicahda-  these "will trial a new wildflower seed mix thatlinbe
strations at the Apiary, leading to a one day acses- planted alongside crops ... across the UK." Arekbep-

sion with the students, which all the tutors witkad. ers will be invited to establish hives on all their
The cost of the course is £80. Payable by the §es- farms There is to be a campaign "to protect antures
sion. the bee population in the UK". Some £150,000 hasibe

allocated for research "into the demise of the kibee,

with a particular focus on UK farming, pesticidasda

gene-diversity." A Co-Op spokesman | heard on &ddi

said that surprisingly so far he had not been iatedi

with research proposals. One interesting aspedhef

_ new Co-Op's initiative is the more prominent usehaf

Thank you for your understanding. extant corporate bee logo and the branding of sweas

Glenis as the membership scheme inc membership cards, the

ethical policy material and other media materighvwheir
"Plan Bee" theme. Indeed we are reminded thatBde

DIARY DATES has been used in The Co-operative Society's icapbgr

Sunday 22 February - Start of Beekeeping Course at ~ >'"'¢€ the middie —of the 19th century" =~ A
new documentary film on bees has been commissioned,

Horestone . . . .
_ _ and Co-Op members will have earlier viewings of thi
Saturday 28 February—Holsworthy Spring Convention | ,24e available.

Saturday 7 March - Candle making day (see page 2).  nttp://www.cooperative.coop/ethicsinaction/takeati
Sunday 22 March - Nosema Day at The Castle Centre. planbee/
Stoneleigh Spring Convention 17—19 April

While other members will be made welcome at these s
sions to meet our future beekeepers, we feel dwte-
cially at the start of the course, it would be bettot to
have an overwhelming number of new faces for the st
dents to get to know all at once.

May 21, 22, 23, 2009Devon County Show Dave James
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