
 Editorial     Whew !  We thought we would be able to 
give you lots of honey recipes for Christmas, tips on re-
laxing and enjoying the festive season,  but it has been 
such a full and active month that this edition is huge al-
ready.  Buckfast Abbey, the Honey Show, the AGM, the 
Apiary report, all really important information for you.  
All there is left to say is have  

A Very Happy Peaceful Christmas 
            and a Prosperous New Year.  

Mel & Sylvie 
 
Chairman’s Chat 
On this occasion I thing it appropriate to neglect the bees 
and take the opportunity to offer thanks to all those who 
brought us through the last bee year in good order. 
Firstly a thank you to those who in a moment of blind 
panic made me chairman, which must be accompanied by 
a very large vote of thanks to Chris Tozer who steered the 
branch through what might have been seen by some as a 
troubled year. 
However, for every trial experienced by the branch there 
has been a triumph and it is to those triumphs and to those 
that brought them about that must go greatest praise.  
Please do not think that the order I choose to mention 
schemes or individuals implies a pecking order, far from 
it. The order is determined wholly by me as they come to 
mind, whilst writing this note. 
The apiary in its entirety is in good fettle thanks to Tony 
and his support team. This has been re-enforced by the 
dedicated band of ladies who have worked and are work-
ing wonders with the garden including a wildlife pond.  
The meeting room (branch HQ) has now got its new roof, 
again with the help of a few dedicated workers.  There are 
still a number of projects on going but it is hoped that 
with continuing support from the faithful the tasks will be 
completed by the new-year. 
Four main events featured in the last year - the visit by St 
John’s Horticultural Society, our own open day for mem-
bers, the Eggesford Apple & Cider Fair and the North 
Devon Branch Honey Show.  When things looked a little 
bleak and we questioned whether or not to hold the shows 
the response was over-whelming. So much so that our 
stand at the Eggesford show proved the most popular and 
our Honey Show proved to be one of the best yet in terms 
of the number of entries and the quality of the products 
entered.  The ladies can not only turn a good sod but can 
bake a good cake.  (By sod I do not imply curmudgeonly 
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old beekeepers [despite the fact that it could]).  The new 
pot bellied stove has proved a great success but it does 
bring one big problem: “who will turn Michael?” as over- 
cooked on one side and raw on the other is not what we 
wish. A project for next year perhaps, a vertical spit in the 
form of a motorised swivel chair to give even browning. 
                                                                 Jim Slade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apiary Managers Report 
November has been a month of change and  not just the 
weather.   We have a new committee running the branch, 
mostly the old people reshuffled.  I wonder if there ever 
will be a time when we oldies are pushed out of office by 
new people with new idea’s and new vigour to carry on 
the work begun many years ago by people we still see in 
our weekly apiary meetings, and those gone but not for-
gotten. 
The pot bellied stove is now creating a lovely warm glow 
throughout the big room, much appreciated by all comers  
- unlike before when we had to rely on the old oil-filled  
radiator. 
The Apiary Support Team are arranging work day many 
Mondays to ensure all outstanding maintenance and new 
projects are completed before we start working with the 
bees again. 
The gardening team are re-arranging the landscape in 
many ways; be there at ten on a Tuesday morning and one 
could be forgiven for thinking the land girls were back.  
Before anyone suggests it, no, we do not require a land 
girls calendar. 
By the time you read this we will have done our first 
really thorough stock take for some years.  My thanks in 
advance to all the volunteers who stepped up to help with 
this heart breaking and boring but necessary task. 
Tony Wright 
       
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Please fill in and 
return enclosed 
form promptly 

for a 
Happy Christmas ! 



Branch Secretary Report for the 2007 AGM 
 

2007 has been an “interesting year” for the North Devon Branch starting with significant changes to the Branch Com-
mittee at the AGM, and then some losses and long term absences from the committee during the year, and changes to 
personnel [including Newsletter Editor, and Show Secretary] along the way. 
 

The Branch Committee has met on eleven occasions since the last AGM, and has sent representation to every DBKA 
Executive Committee that has met during this time. Winter talks from the DBKA President, Mick Street, and the DBKA 
Chairman, Bill Finnemore, were well received by those present, and Social events including a Skittles evening  and a 
Quiz and supper evening were most enjoyable.  During the Summer, attempts at a Barbecue at Horestone were repeat-
edly frustrated by the weather, but get-togethers and Open afternoons [such as when we were visited by the Barnstaple 
Horticultural Society] were well worthwhile, though hazardous to the waistline! 
 
Membership continues to grow, albeit slowly, and it has been a pleasure to welcome newcomers to the Apiary on Tues-
day afternoons. Some have experienced the ‘before and after’ features of the main hut as it has progressively acquired its 
new roof and     veranda and the wonderful pot-bellied stove. Fortunately  few have “experienced” the burglar alarm sys-
tem at full volume! 
 

The water project – to collect rainwater , store it , purify it to potable standards and end up with running water from the 
taps - moves on, and upgrading of the inside of the hut, which will include moving the Branch Library to Horestone, is 
not far away. 
 

Much of these changes and improvements have been funded by an Interest Free Loan from DBKA arranged by the 
Treasurer, though the “100s club” should play an increasingly important part in our fundraising [especially if you – and 
any one you can arm-twist, as it is not restricted to bee keepers – join in and buy many tickets!] . Also worth noting is 
that the charitable arm of South West Water [or whatever they are called these days!] made a gift of £100 to the water 
project, as did others more generally. 
 

Brian Marchant has resigned as Branch Microscopist and all of the Branch-owned equipment has been collected by the 
Education Officer, Jim Slade. Further, a number of microscopes have been loaned to the Branch, and when joined by 
other microscopy equipment will provide opportunities not only for training and education in bee microscopy but will 
also allow and encourage “on the spot” microscopy of the apiary bees and other hive contents. It is not intended that dis-
ease identification of members’ samples will take place at Horestone as the apiary is, of course, a “closed” apiary to re-
duce the risk of introduction of disease. 
 

I am continually amazed at the hard work, expertise and commitment which so many have made to these projects. 
 

Newcomers are introduced to bee keeping  in the Teaching Section of the apiary, and a course of instruction for begin-
ners is planned for the near future. It is our intention that the course will take place at the Branch Apiary, using the in-
creasingly luxurious facilities there. Not only is it more appropriate that one should learn about bees near bees, but also 
no facilities hire fees will have to be paid by the branch. The new course is designed to give a good basic introduction to 
bee keeping and is not aimed at providing a recognised qualification.  It is hoped that the “informality” of the course will 
be more attractive to a greater number of people who are or may have been reluctant to try for fear of a scholastic envi-
ronment or that feeling of “being back at school”.  The new beginners’ course will commence at the beginning of Febru-
ary and end in July.  The course will be on an alternate week basis and culminate with every member of the course pre-
paring a nucleus for themselves from the hives within the education section of the apiary. 
 

As well as the success of Basic Assessment exam candidates this year, Branch members continue to advance their bee 
keeping knowledge with several members now started on BBKA Module One correspondence course and/or exam 
preparation. With the beginner’s course no longer being targeted at the Basic Assessment, we hope that we will be able 
to provide help and support to enable members to take the Basic Assessment and higher qualifications in other ways. 
 

The [independent] Instrumented Hive Project continues original research partly from facilities on the Horestone site, and 
this year Michael Duncan and team installed a large number of “bait hives” in the near area to study natural comb devel-
opment – should any swarms decide to set up in them, of course! 
 

Members have also availed themselves of lectures, talks and courses elsewhere in the country – including the Buckfast 
Bee day, The National Honey Show Lectures, the Stoneleigh Conference, and the lectures talks and discussions of the 
Devon Apicultural Research Group and the Central Association of Bee Keepers. 
Thus education and research continue to feature in the activities of the Branch and its members – and may it ever be 
thus. 




