
 
���������   -  Now is the time to gather your thoughts and 
produce for the coming show in October.  Please support 
the show by entering your honey and hive products.  The 
Show Schedule will be available shortly.  Some of the 
categories may be changed but essentially the basics will 
remain similar to last year.  On the above website there 
are comprehensive articles on preparing your exhibits for 
the show.  With information covering types of honey to 
wax presentation.   Look under Shows in the member’s 
section.  If you do not have access to the website from 
your own computer or your local library, you may tele-
phone either Mel or Sylvie, who will send you a hard 
copy.  Next months NL will also have an article on pre-
paring wax for showing. 

Finally, don’t be afraid to try.   The more exhibits there 
are the better, in order to give the public a wider under-
standing of  the enjoyable craft of beekeeping.  Bees and 
their difficulties are very much in the minds of the public 
at the moment - we can help to maintain their interest. 
                                                            Mel & Sylvie 
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The three teams at Horestone have worked their magic 
and we now find that the students should all have the 
chance to buy nuclei to start off their new hobby using 
the skills learned during the winter course. 
 

The honey section now will be forging ahead (I hope) 
producing a moderate amount of the real amber nectar 
both to pay our rent and fulfil a promise to the person 
who made it possible to suddenly double the number of 
apiary colonies. 
 

The gardening section has exceeded all expectations, the 
whole place resembles a Garden of Eden, and they still 
need bee friendly plants and no doubt have many more 
plans to work more of their magic. 
 

The ground person’s team is struggling so we have de-
cided to try and keep up with the important tasks by get-
ting a team of volunteers to stay back on a Tuesday for an 
hour. 
 

The only section not managing to produce is the buildings 
and maintenance group, (my group,) I promise to get my 
act together and complete my programme before the next 
AGM. 
      Tony Wright 
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Where did July go?  No sooner had all of our worries 
about swarms and colony condition been put behind us, 
and its August.  I am still unsure as to whether it will be a 
good year, a bad year, or a ‘why do I bother honey wise?’ 
year.  But hopefully, we may all get some honey for our 
efforts. 
On a lighter note, the course for beginners has come to an 
end and we now have amongst us a significant and enthu-
siastic group of new beekeepers.    The feed back from 
some of the course members has been very positive and 
some are actively involving themselves at the apiary.  I 
think that one of the most encouraging outcomes of the 
course has been the number of new lady members which 
will take away some of the perceived view of beekeepers; 
as being opinionated, stuck in their ways, old men.   The 
ladies presence is as a breath of fresh air.   Whilst on the 
subject of ladies, the gardens at the apiary are, as I have 
never seen them; they are beautiful.   Michael Duncan 
remarked that if he were not a member he would visit the 
apiary for a picnic. 
Back to earth with a bump.  One of the things that bee-
keepers often don't take seriously, is the keeping of good 
and accurate records of our bees.    Most of us manage 
because we may only have one or two hives and can keep 
in our heads all that we need to.  
At the Apiary, things are not that simple, and without  
good records, the absence of an individual can cause a  

hiccup.    The keeping of accurate and up-to-date records  
is vital to the efficiency of an apiary and the future plan-
ning for all beekeepers.   
At Horestone a  new system has been designed to ensure 
that all the relevant details are recorded each time the 
hives are inspected and an explanation sheet is attached to 
file.  This enables any member to inspect any colony and 
understand the situation with the bees.  The team leaders 
will explain the protocols  to  new members and all re-
cords will be kept on site in folders.    
We have included a copy of this in Northern Lights so 
that you can use/adapt it for your own colonies if you 
would find it useful.                                                                            
                                                                  Jim Slade 
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When a new beekeeper really gets going and manages to 
survive the first year or two with his/her bees still alive 
and bringing home the goods, thoughts might turn to-
wards the purpose of it all.  Are you going to produce lots 
and lots of lovely honey, and sell it at a lovely profit? 
Nothing wrong with that, it is what we all would like, but 
there are other options.  Once I met a beekeeper on the 
North Shore in Auckland who specialised in health prod-
ucts which he sold at high prices to various health and 
medical outlets.  Another beekeeper in the south of 
France kept 80 colonies to back up his Royal Jelly Pro-
duction.   He found this extremely lucrative.  Bee venom 
is even more rare and sought after in certain fields, and 
well worth the work and study involved.  The uses of 
beeswax are enormous, (read Ron Brown’s Beeswax) 
wax being at least as valuable as honey.  Propolis is so 
powerful and I always think mysterious in its potential, 
yet it is relatively easy to collect and package.  Again in 
New Zealand, a beekeeper out of Christchurch showed 
me masses of beautifully packed honeydew honey from 
the native beech trees.  Can you imagine where that was 
going?  To Germany, for a premium profit.  Yet in Aus-
tralia, with honey production on a vast scale, the great 
bulk goes to the co-operative Capilano, bland and un-
specified.  There must be a niche market somewhere, but 
I never saw it.  Pollen?  Always worth collecting.  The 
great skill of instrumental insemination appeal to you?  
There are very few of them about, at least in this country. 
Perhaps you might look into the possibilities of giving 
talks about beekeeping around the County.  You will no-
tice in the July issue of the along with one of Elsie’s reci-
pes.  They both have the greatest fun giving the talks, 
meeting the people, and afterwards selling their health 
products.  In our own Branch we have to admire the en-
ergy and enterprise of the TozeBeekeeping magazine a 
mention of Fred and Elsie Rice, rs, something to emulate 
indeed. 
So keep this in mind, prepare to study and look to your 
markets.  In beekeeping you will find yourself doing 
things you never dreamed of doing, and you will never 
stop learning. 
For some ideas there is a delightful book written by 
Elaine White titled ‘Super Formulas, How to make more 
than 360 useful products that contain honey and beeswax’ 
Details of the book can  be found on the internet. 

Beryl Smailes 
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In the middle of the month we had the annual visit and 
inspection by the seasonal bee inspector Peter Auger, Pe-
ter is a branch member and though we see little of him at 
the Tuesday meetings, due to the pressure of his work he 
usually supports our family events on Sundays. 
Friday the day of the inspection dawned with the forecast 
for mist, light rain, showers, heavy rain and a rainy out-
look.  We foregathered in light rain to decide whether we 
should abandon the inspection altogether.  Consensus of 
opinion was to leave the inspection for another time with 
better weather, however the rain did ease so we thought it 
would help if Peter inspected the new nuc’s  so these 
could be collected by the students in the knowledge that 
each one had Peter’s seal of approval. 
By the time Peter had gone through the nuc’s the sun was 
out and the rest of the inspection was a very warm affair. 
After lunch it was time to go through the experimental 
section, this proved to be different since Peter found him-
self peering up into natural frameless combs from the top 
bar hive and sideways through the natural combs on the 
circular hive.  We thought we might see Peter climbing 
up to the populated bait hive at the top of the big apple 
tree, for some reason he declined! 
After the inspection Peter assured me we were free of any 
of the foul brood diseases though we had a smallish 
amount of chalk and a little sac brood. 
I would urge all of our new (and old) beekeepers not to 
hesitate in contacting Peter should they think they have a 
problem with their bees.  The term inspector worries 
some people, in this case it shouldn’t,  Peter is always 
friendly, approachable and helpful.  Not to mention will-
ing to share his vast knowledge of all aspects of this won-
derful country craft with us.                Tony Wright 
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�����$	 	 NO monthly Sunday meeting at Horestone 
this month.   We have arranged a trip to Quince 
Honey Farm at South Molton on Thursday 21st Au-
gust starting at 7 pm.  All welcome, please let Wendy, 
Dave James, or Patrick Moore know if you plan to go. 
24/25 August - Chapelton Steam (Traction Engine) 
Rally.      Chapelton Barton  
25 & 26 October - Branch Honey Show - St Johns Gar-
den Centre, Barnstaple. 
October 30 - Nov 1,  National Honey Show, Weybridge. 

%
�&�   -  Wasp are having a good year and are likely to cause serious problems from August onwards.   Small or 
weak colonies, especially nucs, are easy targets and can very quickly be robbed out. Wasps may also help spread dis-
ease.    To prevent robbing keep colonies strong and reduce the entrances.   Traps are helpful but need to be set out early 
before the problem becomes major.   Traps  can  be easily made by using an old plastic 2 litre drinks bottle.   Start by 
cutting the top off the bottle at the point where it becomes as wide as the body of the bottle.  The bottom part of the bot-
tle should now look a bit like a jar with a lumpy base.  Put the wasp attracting stuff into the bottom of the bottle and put 
the top of the bottle back upside down so it forms a funnel leading down into the bottle.  The edges can be sealed with 
tape if there isn't a good contact all the way round.  Use anything sweet to attract the wasp except of course sugar or 
honey.    Beer, vinegar, bits of old melon rind, jam etc can all be used.  The wasps in the trap attract other wasps with 
their frantic activity.   Cruel I suppose—but wasps don't give up once they find a target.  It is also important that all gaps 
at badly fitted equipment interfaces—floor, brood box, super, crown board, roof, are made wasp tight. 



Key     Queen       New N,  Seen S,   Unseen US,   Virgin V,   Queenless NQ,   Clipped C,    Marked/Colour M-MR,   Emerge/Intro Date 

 E = Eggs No of frames,  L  = Larva No of frames,  B = Brood No of frames,   S = Stores No of frames,  V = Varroa drop No 

 Mood:  Q = Quiet,  D = Defensive  Observations active/sluggish/skittish/dead bees/disease/queen cells etc 

     Plans: treatment, re-arrange, feed, unite       Comments: as required; including weather conditions which interrupted/prevented inspection  

    HORESTONE APIARY RECORD CARD EXPLANATIONS  
 

          Queen:  N=new: N/S=not seen: V=virgin: NQ:queenless: C=clipped: M=marked : 
          I=introduced date: 
          E: L: B: S: E=eggs: L=larva: B=sealed brood: S=stores   
          *count all frames containing these 4. This enables the state of the colony 2B assessed easily 
           e.g for removing eggs/stores/creating a nucleus/winter preparations. 

          V = Varroa: this drop number indicates the need for/effectiveness of treatment. 
          Mood: Moods vary for many reasons:  Q=quiet: D=defensive. 
          P. Col:  + pollen colour: The gardeners are introducing plants providing extended pollen and 
          nectar. The colour can identify the plants visited: 
          Y = yellow:  O = orange: R = red: B = blue: BL = black: G = green: GR = grey: 
          C = cream:  W = white:  P = pink: BR = brown: 
          D = Dark eg DG = dark green.     L  = Light eg LY  = light yellow 
          Observations:    signs of possible disease:   ?swarmed:   queen cells present: 
          Weather state required inspection to be postponed or ? affecting bees’ mood: 

          Actions: Fed: Nucleus created: queen/queen cells removed to nucleus: united: 
          New queen introduced: 
          Treatments given: Fum = Fumidol B: F = Fogging: HC = Hive cleaned 
          Plans: future treatment: feeds: changes to be implemented: 
          * please use the clip boards during the actual inspection and write record cards later. 

Date Queen E L B S V Mood P.Co Observs. Actions Plans/Comments 

                        
                        
            
            
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        

Record Card 
Stand No.      Hive No.   Queen Origin 
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������''	 - The Branch Committee is currently meeting every 2 months, with the last meeting being held 
at Horestone Apiary on the evening of 22nd July.  Inevitably most of what goes on , and is recorded in the minutes, 
could be regarded as “dull as ditchwater” by  the majority of members. Nonetheless, some marginally more interesting 
things do crop up, and at that last meeting it was decided that I shall henceforth write up some of them for Northern 
Lights to keep you abreast of events.   Who knows … it might encourage some of you to put your name forward for the 
Committee at AGMs!  I just hope it doesn’t put you off. 
Necessarily I shall needs be brief, as I can’t fill in the background to everything – so some items might seem a but mys-
terious. Having said that, a few background notes to start. 
Although the Apiary Manager aided by the Apiary Support Team are largely “in charge” of happenings at the Branch 
Apiary at Horestone, the Apiary Manager is an ex officio member of the Committee and presents a Report at each meet-
ing. This usually results in some discussion, though we try hard to bear in mind that the Apiary serves the Branch, 
rather than is the Branch – indeed numerically the majority of Branch members do not visit the Apiary regularly, if at 
all.  With the ongoing improvements to facilities there, we are able to stage more events than just the “Tuesday Club” 
afternoon – in particular the once a month Sunday afternoon meetings – and would dearly like more members to come 
to those.      So – on to a few snippets from the last meeting: 
Sunday meetings … we had hoped to get Brian  Gant to give a talk on “winter preparations” at the August meeting , 
but sadly he is unable to oblige. We were trying  to organise an August trip to Quince Honey Farm, but this must be de-
layed due to seasonal and other pressures that Paddy Wallace is contending with. 
Our Honey Show … the revised Schedule should be circulated shortly. A Cookery Judge has been secured, and moves 
are afoot to secure a Honey Judge. 
Other Shows … the Branch hopes to have a presence at the Chapelton Steam Fair on August Bank Holiday Weekend, 
at Eggesford in the Autumn [again] and hopefully at a Rosemoor family day. {We could do with help for all of these … 
do offer to lend a hand!} 
Correspondence to and from the Secretary: a letter of thanks from the Georgeham Horticultural Soc who visited us 
recently. Correspondence from Chris Utting noting that he has retired from the DBKA Devon County Show Commit-
tee, where he was our representative. A letter of thanks to Stanley Patt for the kind donation to the Branch Library of 
some fascinating archive material, noting that some Northern Lights articles may result over coming months. 
>From the Treasurer: Noting  satisfactory balances in the accounts, and the prospect of income from nuc and honey 
sales. Noting that the Librarian budget for purchase of new books and DVDs  has not yet run out.  Membership cur-
rently stands at 126 , plus associate members. The BDI certificates of insurance [which are completed by hand by the 
membership sec and treasurer – quite a lot of work] were again insufficient in numbers to provide every member, and 
the BDI have no spares to make up the shortfall; they are contacting other member associations to see if any have any 
spare. They have already undersupplied with 2009 forms , despite pleas! We shall try to appeal to the BDI to have these 
multicopy carbon forms replaced with something that can be sent by e-mail etc. 
The Apiary Managers Report: Noting amongst other things that Flowa Houldsworth is “in training” by Tony Wright 
with a view to her being able to take over from him when he retires from the position at the AGM … subject of course 
to the Branch’s approval. Noting the Seasonal Bee Inspector’s recent inspection of all the apiary colonies, with no noti-
fiable diseases being found. Noting a change from “Teams” [Teaching, Honey, Queen Raising] to a more overall and 
flexible approach, with no barriers to members working between the groups. Noting the introduction of a Record sheet 
for every colony to improve record keeping , information and management of the bees. Noting that there are about 20 
colonies with at least 8-10 frames of bees, and many smaller colonies including nucs. Noting the plan to hold a short 
evening course on extracting and bottling, mainly aimed at newish beekeepers. 
>From the Education and Examination Officer: Noting the success of this year’s course for new beekeepers, and the 
intention to run a similar one next year, but for smaller numbers, allowing alternate week teaching rather than the more 
onerous weekly sessions this year needed due to sheer numbers. The Committee was assured by those concerned that 
the Branch will have the skill, resources, and abilities to instruct all willing beekeepers towards taking the Basic As-
sessment next summer, with training starting in March.  
Apiary Protocols and Procedures: Partly in view of the number of new/inexperienced beekeepers working at the api-
ary, and partly in view of the “no barriers” strategy mentioned previously, Best Practice guidelines/protocols will be 
written to guide most aspects of activity with the bees at the apiary. These should cover most if not all of the aspects of 
“Good Husbandry” shown on a chart recently produced by Richard Ball, National Bee Inspector, and the CSL/NBU. 
{ This is quite a task, and I suspect we may well be asking for help with it} 
The Website: is increasingly visited, and needs quite a lot of re-writing and updating to reflect current and future ac-
tivities. We shall need help with this and will be appealing to all members for help. 
OK Folks – I think that is more than enough to burden you with.  I haven’t covered everything here, and have done a 
fair bit of paraphrasing and interpretation of what went on, but I believe I have accurately represented these issues. I 
may have more detail on some specific matters if you wish … do contact me.                    Patrick Moore 



 
HORESTONE WEATHER STATION – Report No.1 

 
 
David James has already written about the setting up of our new Weather Station project, we are now one step further 
on. Since the 20th June data has been downloaded from the terminal and entered it into the Easy Weather programme on 
our computers. 

Now the learning curve gets a little steeper, but rewarding. A great deal of information about our local weather 
at the apiary is collected, to name some – Outside temp. Wind speed and direction, Atmospheric Pressure and Rainfall 
(surely one of our greatest topics of conversation) alas no sunshine hours can be recorded (When did you last see ‘your’ 
sun?).  It is possible to represent all of these graphically and we will each month produce one showing some interesting 
information. With the Programme it allows a presentation of a single day even a single hour, but normally a week or a 
month will be shown. 
 The graph this month shows the large amount of rain that fell on the 9th July between midnight and 14.00 – over 
27mm or in old terms 1”, also the lack of rain over the last two weeks. Do not forget, next year we will be able to an-
swer the question ‘was there any sunshine at this time last year?’ 
 
 

 

Dave Morris 
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"(	 �������	 -  The  DARG Seminar (The Devon 
Apicultural Research Group) and the afternoon visit to 
Taunton Branch Apiary was inspiring.   We all know that 
good husbandry in beekeeping is important but  often our 
standard of beekeeping can fall below that which we ini-
tially aspired to when we first made the decision to keep 
bees.   The Seminar was introduced by Richard Ball who 
is the National Bee Inspector and Chairman of DARG.     
He welcomed us to the seminar and gave us an overview 
of  the theme  for the day  ‘Good Husbandry’.    We 
looked at  colony losses and disease in bee populations.   
He and Alan Byham (the Regional Bee Inspector for 
South East England), with the help of slides, showed us 
some of the conditions bees are subjected to in the name 
of beekeeping.  ‘Some beekeepers set a low standard and 
consistently fail to maintain it!’   This ‘Inspectors View’ 
left us feeling shocked at the sometimes  dangerous con-
ditions they work in.    We looked at ways of improving 
the situation with a Code of Good Practice covering Per-
sonal Hygiene, Care of Hives and Combs, Improving Bee 
Stocks and  good  stock Management. 
After coffee we divided into discussion groups lead by, 
Glyn Davies (past president of the BBKA and President 
of BDI),  Ray King (bee breeder in Devon) and David 
Kemp (a retired RBI who also worked for many years at 
Buckfast).   The theme was how to improve bee stocks by 
selecting good queens for queen rearing, good drones for 
mating and how to encourage beekeepers to rear queens 
in the UK.  We also had a talk and slides from David 
Kemp with a fascinating look at his 10 years as a bee-
keeper at Buckfast Abbey with Brother Adam during the 
60’s and 70’s. 
After a very enjoyable lunch (thank you Kay), we were 
welcomed to the Taunton Branch Apiary at Heatherton 
Park.   Richard Ball has a  high opinion of this Apiary and   
we were all impressed with the apiary and their beekeep-
ing.  It was  obvious that every aspect of good husbandry 
was being embodied here.  It is very much a teaching api-
ary and grafting and harvesting queen cells has been a top 
project this season.    The afternoon consisted of 4 dem-
onstrations – Apiary Hygiene with David Kemp, Aspects 
of Queen Rearing with Simon Jones, Disease monitoring 
with Alan Byham, and Hygienic behaviour with Glyn 
Davies.     All the demonstrations were excellent and have 
given us much food for thought.    As if food for thought 
was not enough, we then  had a wonderful  tea with cakes 
and scones in abundance. 
What really struck me about the Seminar, was the  enthu-
siasm, the amount of accumulated knowledge and the 
wide variety of experience of the majority of the beekeep-
ers present.  For those of us with less experience – it 
opened the mind to areas of research not considered be-
fore.                                                 Sylvia Barber 
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     Improved, larger 'shop'        The Community of Bee-
keepers (CoB, Bitz4Bees), our not-for-profit local sup-
plier of most things beekeeping, informs us that it is mov-
ing to larger premises on the same Umberleigh site 
(across the Taw valley, more or less opposite 
Horestone).  The second hand 20 ft shipping container 
purchased some while ago has been sold and a 32 ft sec-
ond-hand Rovacabin purchased as replacement - at con-
siderably lower cost.  The cabin is wider and longer than 
our current container, with the gross floor area in fact 
doubled.  Importantly the cabin is also properly insulated 
and features windows (!)  It is similar to that which the 
IHP purchased last year, fully panelled inside and with 
electrical wiring and lighting installed.  
By about the time you read this, the whole operation 
will have been transferred from the old to the new loca-
tion on the same site, some 50 m. around the cor-
ner.  Bitz4Bees is very grateful to John Seage who contin-
ues to provide CoB with free site hosting and the provi-
sion of electrical and other services.  In fact he 
has continued to help Bitz4Bees and the Branch in all 
sorts of ways behind the scenes. 
The pictures show the new cabin during its preparation 
recently.  More details to come next month.   
    Costs        CoB also reports that most product costs 
have been steadily increasing over the last year, and re-
grettably it is unable to continue absorbing all these in-
creases.  For the largest supplier, there is no such thing 
now as free carriage for any order size, and even for 
Company orders over £1,000 CoB has to pay some £30 
for carriage.  So sadly some of the Bitz4Bees prices will 
be raised a few percentage points, but there's no doubt at 
all that beekeeping customers will still be getting the very 
best in low prices and great advice and service.   As often 
pointed out before, beekeepers can help CoB hold prices 
down by placing orders early - or at least giving indica-
tion of likely needs well ahead of time.  Look for the 
Bitz4Bees logo elsewhere in this issue for the usual con-
tact details.                                      Dave James 
 

 
Bitz4Bees 
Dave & Jean 
01237 475705 
jeda2@talktalk.net 
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 Firstly, this new title is not about beekeeping as such. 
The clue to it's coverage is in the sub-title viz. Biology of 
a Superorganism.   
It is hardback, published by Springer, and as you would 
expect is beautifully presented. Cost is some £22, and you 
can also obtain direct from Springer.  
 The author, Tautz, is internationally recognised for his 
work on honeybees, especially acoustic and vibration 
studies, and leads the fine research group in this area at 
Univ. Wurzburg.  He is widely acknowledged as a great 
communicator and populariser in his field. The main title 
of this book is a bit daft really. This edition is the English 
edition of the recent German title Phanomen Honigbiene, 
which has already been translated into ten languages.  For 
the most part the translation by Sandeman, whose inter-
ests are in neuro-biology and who has the benefit of hav-
ing been a collaborator with Tautz, reads very smoothly. 
The photographs here are mostly by Heilman of the 
Wurzburg research group, and are outstanding. Many will 
buy this book for the photographs alone, they are that 
good. 
 This book may be thought of perhaps as much like 
Winston's classic Biology of the Honey Bee of near two 
decades ago, combined with Seeley's Wisdom of the Hive 
a little later - but fully updated with a bit wider scope and 
far superior illustrations. The primary focus here is on the 
colony as superorganism i.e. the coverage is that of hon-
eybees as social insects (eusocial, in fact).  Or think of it 
as social physiology.  The treatment is not as detailed as 
Seeley, but it will appeal to wide audience, including bee-
keepers who wish to understand better how their stocks 
really tick, so to speak.  I found the coverage of comb 
building and acoustic and other internal communication 
methods, and the decentralised intelligence applied to 
such issues as thermal control, also genetics, 
all especially interesting and well presented. There is 
quite a decent bibliography (not by chapter, though, 
and confusingly termed 'references').  There is no normal 
references listing either.   

  

 

This book is superb 
and will surely become 
a classic text. 
 
            Dave James 
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Funny, the odd hints and tips you pick up. One of the 
speakers – a Bee Inspector form the South East – says 
that when he is inspecting frames he usually manages to 
see the queen [lucky chap!] and he always waits until her 
ladyship is in the middle of the frame , or certainly walk-
ing well away from the sides , before putting it back in … 
he says it is surprising how nippy she can be at heading 
for the edges and thereby risking being squished. Sensible 
when you think about it, as even with the utmost care … 

  Patrick Moore 

Simon Jones - aspects of queen rearing. 

Glyn Davies—Hygienic behaviour 


