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EDITORIAL - What do you mean "no one reads the
newsletter”!!? we said indignantly when confronteith

a statement. How long can it take to read 4-6ssadeA\4
often studded with pictures and in such a smaltesall

of really important, interesting, information. Wheread
societies news letters | have my diary at hand sanl
make a note of any dates. | might not be free daat
but it does give me the option of an activity ttsabf in-
terest, otherwise why would | be a member?

May | ask that you take your diary and make a cammi
ment to volunteer at one of the events. If yoularsure
about what is involved send Margaret Kay an emiils
always interesting to talk to people to inform themd
equally to learn new things yourself. Mel & Sylvie

‘March brings breezes loud and shrill’---especiadyer

the Horestone hives! We have managed to have one
warm, sunny Tuesday when the teams were able tg car
out the first inspections for this year. We fouhd major-

ity of our colonies very small, and have plannedraen-

sive autumn feeding programme to ensure next wthter
bees have abundant stores for whatever inclement
weather may descend!

So to continue the updates from previous NL's on ou
plans for queen rearing, it seems at present ligatdlo-
nies would really need to build up very quickly e
ready for a double brood arrangement prior to imelet-
ing the grafting method.

Meanwhile, hidden in my wildlife quarry, Queen Nefe
tari has her skates on and is rocketing away,vjaging
It will soon be time to start inspecting our colesi-in all  for our seasonal Bee Inspector Peter Auger to ensur
but the most protected sites it has really beerctdd to  she’s fine to prepare for queen rearing. If thipassible,
be removing frames and disturbing the bees. Cetoni she will supply the apiary with new donated colsnie
now are at their most vulnerable, with the old wirthees  which means no expense will be necessary to bugrgue
beginning to die and the queen still a long wayrfrieer  from an outside source. Sylvie and | are signea @nt
peak laying period. According to the weather fastc practical grafting course at Stoneleigh in April,l®pe to
warm weather is on the way so we may not have b wagain ‘hands on’ experience. Adam Vevers has been in

much longer. Meanwhile remember to feed the bes ited to give a talk to all interested members tua graft-
they feel light - more bees starve in March andilApan  jng method ---------

at any other time. | have given mine fondant, feed
and a frame feeder of medium sugar syrup. Unfortu
nately | have lost one colony, plenty of food btiink
isolation starvation was the cause. | was relieeedet
negative results for my colonies from the Nosenraesu

The new A4 record cards have been introduced soreny
who would like a copy to use at home may have dae v
e-mail. The team leaders are keen for the studemtsany
new bee-keeper to join their teams, on a ‘choose yau
accompany on the day’ arrangement, depending en th

| must say that it is very pleasing to see so nangur teaching planned. The Best Practice documents @se n

Branch Members and Committee Members whole hear€ompleted and available for reference each weekfam
edly joining in with our Branch and Devon beekegpin US€ Py the Education team.

activities. We have had an excellent March witheay =~ Our practical work has continued apace: Chris Tarer
good response and attendance at the DBKA Presidenthis team have ‘enjoyed’ fixing the toilet, watermpgly,
Day and AGM, Somerset Lecture Day, the Holsworthygrass cutting and ‘planting’ a new seat near thielifé
Spring Convention, the Nosema Survey and the candlgond! Julie and the back-aching gardeners areftnans
making/wax preparation event at Horestone. Manysof ing the docks and overgrown areas into more beedty
are planning to visit Stoneleigh for the 2009 Spr@on-  areas for shrubs and trees, while the excitemestarfch-
vention and if you have not already consideredsit,vi ing used equipment has been eagerly tackled byvelir
look at the BBKA website for further details. come band of new-comers!!

Saturday, March 7 was an incredibly interesting wax
handling course, which was thoroughly appreciate@®
members, with the request for a repeat sessioherat-
tumn please Chris T!

So if you find you have a free Tuesday afternoard a
would like to visit Horestone to wander the gardand

Wishing you all a Happy Spring with the bees! inspect the bees, you'll be very welcome, and gitlds’
Sylvie always boiling! Happy Beekeeping. Flowa

I do not know what our beekeeping year will have in
store for us colony wise— but what | do know ist ttiee
support we give each other will not only make oae-b
keeping more enjoyable but will strengthen our Bhan
and increase our respect for bees and their emaian



Holsworthy Spring Convention - On Saturday 28th

February many of our branch members attended the 4t

Holsworthy Spring Convention - some of us are becom

ing regulars, both for the fascinating bee talkd e fa-

mous Holsworthy lunches. Once again it was anlexce

lent day with a very varied programme of lectures/

workshops. The day started with the thoughts/cetias

of Richard Ball, National Bee Inspector, (who isirieg

this summer) including thoughts on what the futuo&ls

for beekeeping. Other talks were from Dr Richesea

venom and allergies, Paul van der Linden from thet M

Office talking about climate change, and Philip Gdiar

spoke about what is wrong with Modern Beekeeping.

(www.biobees.com) and whether current standard bee-

keeping methods are responsible for a lot of tledlpms

The recent wax and candle making demonstration by suffered by our bees. Various workshops were dsgan

Chris Tozer held at the apiary clubhouse attracted with information on, small hive beetle, microscopyd

around twenty membe_rs. Chris s_howed us the_differen pollen identification, and uses of wax and progoli

grades of wax according to purity, and explainedl th - ajqgether another very interesting day and we Hbpg

process of melting and filtering the wax using aa o continue again next year.

pan, baked bean cans and j-cloths. It was goodaimn|

that the wax could be prepared without the neeaéar DIARY DATES

and expensive equipment, just dig around in your 17__19 April - Stoneleigh Spring Convention

kitchen for the necessary items! On th_e portaleesin April 21 —Devon & Cornwall Beekeepers SW Regional

the clubhouse, Chris melted the wax in the han@nse | oy ;e Tuesday 7.30, Kelly College, Tavistock—

can and we had a d_emonstratlon O.f making candles us Speaker Prof. Jamie Ellis “Queen Rearing for Profit

ing moulds and rolling candles using wax sheets. We

then had a go ourselves. It was slightly trickytiggtthe Sunday 24 May -Bees and Gardens open day at

wick in the centre of the mould then pouring in thet Horestone. More information in next Northern Ligh

wax. The larger candles needed some time for the wa For further diary dates of shows that our Branch wil

to set before they could be removed but in the tiraan be attending - see back page.

we could have a go at rolling a candle using treeth

that are very similar to the foundation used intihe. |

managed a passable example at my first attempt and Gift Certificate S B

have already ordered my sheets from 'Bitz 4 Beaes' t §° :
|

practice making my own. They will make attractive
gifts, just tie some ribbon around the base.

Everyone brought lunch to share so we had a gseat a
sortment of cheeses, sandwich quiches and even |
some delicious home-made soup that was warmed up on
the pot-bellied stove and chance to chat to members

had not seen for a while. | was pleased to catchitip

a couple of fellow students from last year's begiten
course.

Community of Beekeepers (Bitz4Bges

Gift Vouchers are now available in £5.00 and £10.00
denominations. They can only be used for purchases
from the B4B shop. A price list of available iterasn
the Apiary notice boardDave & Jean 01237 475705

It was a very enjoyable day and we much appreciated
Chris giving up his time to share his knowledgenus.

If we are very nice to him, he may put on anotioer f Mﬁy 21, 22d 23, 2009 - De\(onfCoEnty ihO‘W fThﬁ County
th who mi out! Show provides an opportunity for branches of theKBBto
ose who missed Lesley Jones come together and promote their craft. The Shom@ittee

for the Bees & Honey Marquee are looking for nevuwteers
(stewards) — including those members new to Brasich&he
commitment need not be an onerous one. It ranges & sin-
gle half-day to a full 3 days of help - the chois@n individual
one. There are opportunities to help on a pa#icsiall or sec-
tion, or in a general role. An entry ticket to tBhow is in-
cluded, which gives the opportunity to enjoy the®h in re-
turn for help in the Marquee. Parking is free.y@ne inter-
ested in having a rewarding/enjoyable day out, janing a
friendly and enthusiastic team, is asked to conBaaty Neal
on 01805-601715 dupnce@aol.com




B.C. day was fast approaching (that's Bee Collgctor those of you who were wondering) and | hadcheke sure that
the site | had chosen was ready. My husband, Negel myself went and collected the bees from thergpriday eve-
ning. | must say | was nervous the whole journéy3mminutes of it, as there would be no one atahiary if anything
went wrong and in my mind everything would go wroggerything from the bees not returning from tHeiraging
back to the hive to me tripping whilst carrying thees to the van and them all escaping and confiegrae to sting
me as they were cross of the ‘intrusion’. Needtessay, nothing horrible happened and we carriechthedately to the
van. We were going to bring my car but it's opeaethe back and | didn’t want any possible escafigieg) around as
I couldn’t imagine the look on passer-by’s facewdf had to sit in bee veils so we brought Nige's tfat has the back
is sealed off from the front.

By the time we got back home, the light had begufatle and we had just enough time to take the toetheeir new
home amongst the gorse bushes, settle them inaadbotf the duck tape from the entrance. The bess wbviously
not car sick as none of them ventured out of tke.hi

The next morning we went down to inspect the basstp make sure everything was okay and nothinghagpened
in the night. When we reached the hive, none oftibes were flying. | thought that was strange bseahey had
seemed all right. Nige mentioned in passing thatoofrse | new that the underneath of the hive wsismesh.

‘Of course,’l wailed, the bees have got cold dutimg night and have all died. No wonder that theyreot flying.’
‘Don’t worry,” my ingenious husband said, ‘I've gatpiece of wood we can slip under the hive to kkem warm.'
Big hug and kiss for cleaver husband.

Said wood was put under the hive, and | heard d¢es lgrumble as we put the hive back down, so | khaivthe bees
we at least alive. Nina and | went down to the la¥esnd 11lish and they were orientating themselves

and bringing in loads of orange and yellow polli8n.much so that they could hardly stagger up teettieance! What
had happened was that | was just too early fob#es. They didn’t want to venture out until it fsdrted to warm up
outside.

A couple of days later, when the weather got wayrhdrd inspect the hive fully to check the statettee bees after
winter and I'm pleased to say that they have sideging and storing pollen and more honey.

| must say | love having the bees home and | clieein every evening whilst I'm putting the rest of animals to
bed. They are very calm so | don't wear my veibt Had as | understand they were a feral swartanidsand watch
them bringing in the ‘goods’ for the rest of theédil even put my ear to the hive and listenecheodontented hum.
What did amaze me is that you can hear lots & fitet walking across the mesh floor! Pretty caio?

Alaine Heistercamp.

Due to the lack of interest of members your conerittas decided to wind up the 100 club.To thiseefngial draw
was made at the committee meeting on the 1st Apatder to distribute the remaining funds.

There were four first winners J.Hoyes, M.BrowneDdhlop Jenkins, L.James, and four second winndrak@,
A.Homa, J.Morris, M.Houldsworth.

We would like to thank all who contributed for theupport and a special thanks to Wendy for hee tamd efforts.
Derek Hunter



| would like to thank everyone who participatedtie DBKA/DARG survey,
this weekend. | thought the contributions of evarga was magnificent, Cater-
ers, technicians, microscopists and reception wer&ad advisors were all hgrd
working and conscientious. And as this is suppdedae a hobby(!) So | hope
everyone enjoyed it too.

The importance of a survey like this is beyond tjoasand the results below
could not have been achieved without the supposbahany people. The sum-
mary of the findings were as follows:

Samples submitted 417  Number valid 40Wil Nosema 301
Light infection 69 Medium infection 33  Heavy infection 6

It will be possible to make further analysis of tiesults and of course more d¢
tails will be published in the next BeekeepingGlyn Davies

until Glyn Davies changed the venue to the Castlet@ in Barnstaple. Here parking wasn’t a probéewh the facilities were

coffee, a slice of failure cake and expert tuitilmm Ben and Selwyn who had journeyed down fromNha&onal Bee Unit at
York. Our home-grown microscopists, plus HolsworBranch ones, were kept busy with the steady flomashed bees from
our expert mashers, and the friendly atmosphereowtiant. The day offered a wonderful opporturitylearn and socialize
around our fascinating craft and | really enjoyeekting up again with bee-keepers who are unatdéeod our Tuesday ses-
sions. So a very big thank you to everyone forrttigie and effort in giving the day a real zing amghortance and the good
news is that only one Horestone colony has beemdfevith mild nosema. Flowa

- When DARG/DBKA planned a "Nosema study" with afasy at Buckfast, and one day at Horestone, the
of inviting/arranging for all N Devon’s bee-keep#oshring samples of 30 bees from each of theioriels was a little daunting,

great. There was always a fear that since the diamgided with Mothers day, members would have dutisewhere, and no-on
would turn up! However, no need to have worriedaduse 103 samples arrived, and their owners weeeeaffendless tea, strong

...... " # .... And how to prepare slides.

Check Sample Survey number & record on new clade;gbolish area for cover slip Empty bees into sample dish.
Count 30 bees in 6 x 5 piles on a sheet of pap€&ut 30 abdomens into mortar remove any legs/witgsRace remaining
bee bits into waste boxAdd 30ml clean water to abdomens and mince thorgugith pestle for 1 minute.

Add one drop of liquid to centre of slide using ei¢tleaned twizzle stickUsing left hand, pick cover slip by edges; lower
one edge to liquid,Use needle in right hand, to support cover slipntvithdraw needle to lower the cover slip without
trapping air bubbles. Rotate completed slide to check adhesion of cdifer s

Wash& dry mortar & pestle; needle and twizzle stick Pass slide to microscopists.

NOSEMA DAY - Picture the scene at The Castle Centre on 22ndHvrt0.00 a.m. The reception desk with the com-
puter all set up for recording the samples. Sikégians eager to prepare the slides with theitiggefiovering over the mortar
ready to make up a bee soup. Another group of g microscopists - with 'scopes set at x400. Therkitchen team with
lunch preparation well in hand. Hovering in the kiround were the National, Regional and SeasonallBspectors available
together with the experts from the National Beetlinigive advice.

Would the beekeepers appear with their samples? woOtries were unfounded. In they poured. Over 80pte sent in sam
ples from North Devon and Holsworthy Branches. Begers eagerly clutching nearly 150 packets eatth atiout 30 dead
bees. The teams were only just able to cope witld#mand.

And what of the results ? 34 samples (23%) wenaddo have Nosema spores present. so it was anethiwhile exer-

cise Thanks are due to those members from NortloiDand Holsworthy Branches who gave up most ofitheto assist and
to DBKA and Devon Apicultural Group (DARG) who spmmed this day as well as a similar event heldumkBast the day be-
fore. Nosema, also known as 'Spring Dwindling’y naw be treated well before it becomes a probleour apiaries, and fitte
stronger colonies can produce a bigger honey cr@ris Utting

[2)
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WINTER LOSSES SURVEY

As you will see from the letter below, we have adagen asked to take part in the Winter LossegeBur We have
been asked to randomly select 25% of our membetshiipd out how many colonies have been lost #iister and
also how many losses between the months of MaySaptember of 2008 (classed as summer losses).aVéephinted
the letter below so that if you are randomly sedctyou will have some idea of the sort of questie will need to
ask you and to give you time to check through ymeekeeping notes. We would also like to get ypinion on the
likely cause of the colony death(s). Please baras that names or any other information will Ib®fpassed on. Only
the number of lost colonies. Beekeepers tendmbke to dwell on their losses but these typesuivey are now
much more urgently needed in order to illustragefthl picture.

It is still a little early to have done a full spgiinspection but we will be telephoning/e-mails@mne of you about the
middle of the month and thank you in advance farryeelp with this.

If you are planning to attend the Spring Conventioé\pril, Dr Giles Budge will be giving a lectuentitled Colony
Loss Update. Summary of lecture: Colony lossesutihout the year are a long term indicator ofttealth of honey
bee colonies in this country and can be used asdicator of changes in the stresses faced by hbeeg. Giles will
give an update on the annual colony losses inctiisitry as monitored by the National Bee Unit anfdds to be able
to give an update on the 2008/9 winter losses.

Dear Colleague
Winter losses 2008-9

As you know last September the DBKA Executive Calumgked that the survey of the winter losses @f ftecks be
extended to include summer losses in 2008. Theewiass survey should also make a comparison Wihdsses
found in previous years. | am now writing to yoodaall DBKA Branches, to seek your help.

What is needed is a careful enquiry amongst a septative sample of members carried out consigtantbss Devon.
Would you therefore please arrange for a small rarrobyour committee members to phone a samplieeofrtembers
in your branch and astow many colonies, including nucs, they had last &amn and how many they have lost
over the winter. And alschow many colonies and how many nucs they lost betere May and SeptemberColo-
nies found to have no queen or a drone-laying queeshould be counted as dead as should any colonieigh are
judged by the member to be so weak that they are likely to survive as useful colonies.

It is important that your sample should be largeugih and representative _of alembers. To obtain a suitable sample
please take an alphabetical list, e.g. as predardte Year Book, and phone the second Registaexdber and then
every fourth Registered member on the list. Leaweaay without bees and if you are unable to gepdy from any-
one then change to the next name on the list. Sfosld give us a representative sample of about@3¥%e member-
ship. You may need to assure members that indivrégalts will not be published.

To ensure comparability between different brangitease keep to the previous paragraph. The charggarting with
the second person on the list is a deliberate attemspread the enquiry amongst more membersulif survey hap-
pens to include a member with a very large numbeokmnies which you feel distorts the general gratthen please
return a separate note for that individual, anonyshoof course.

As well as the numbers it would be useful to havéaé member’s opinion of the likely cause of death,@ starva-
tion, wasp attack, varroa etc.

Please send to me a note with your branch nameutimber of members contacted, the total numbeolohees last
autumn and the total number of colonies lost sthea. Also a summary of the probable causes whesetare known.

This exercise should not take up too much timerseetis to be done while memories are fresh. As ashiormy
branch we have found it to be a useful means oftai@ing contact with those members who do not iadignattend
meetings.

Please try to reply to the above address by Apitih Zo that | can report the results to the Execu@iwancil at their
meeting on April 25th.  Thank you for your help

Yours sincerely
Brian Gant
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SHOWS - This year the Branch will organise stalls at 4 lat@ws and run the Honey Show. As well as giving
formation about bees, beekeeping and the apiargimeto sell as wide a range of goods as possibtdu@ling bee-
friendly plants). Please think about selling proglithrough these stalls (10% commission will suppoainch Funds.)

- % . / 0

DISPLAY/S - There will be a display about Bees at Barnstapldi€library in July — suggestions for other sivesl-
come. Volunteers for planning and design verycomle.

SOCIAL / FUND RAISING - Bees and Gardens -open day at the Apiary ddunday 24th May- many volunteers
and participants needed on the day. A morningatetnoon presentation from Flowa and the gardamten bee
friendly plants, leaflet display, plants, gardenimgoks, cakes, sweets, candles, bottle stall,erafid refreshments.
Donations of plants, cakes or anything suitabletthe, would be greatly appreciated.

Further information in next months Northern Lights.

DATES
EVENT DATE
Plant Sale Sunday 2% May
Library Display Saturday 8July to Saturday®iAugust
Instow Show Saturday Tuly
North Devon Show Wednesdal) Bugust

Chapelton Steam Fair

Weekend of"#20"™ September

Eggesford Apple Day

Weekend of1& 18™ October

Weekend of 2% & 25" October

Branch Honey Show

OTHER SHOWS

Members planning to run stalls at other shows arg welcome to arrange to loan displays, leafi&tqcontact Mar-
garet Kay) and to advertise for volunteers throbigithern Lights.PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU ARE
WILLING TO PUT YOUR NAME DOWN TO HELP WITH ANY OR  ALL OF THE ABOVE.

Margaret Email: mkay761@googlemail.com

Library: another reminder, briefer this time as previQussSHOWS & Sales Following a recent Committee
requests have brought forth some books, back acit-in) | Meeting it has been decided that the Branch wily on
culation again. The following are still unacccemhfor | |take 10% commission on sales of members produce,
so please check your shelves:- rather than the 20% mentioned in previous Northern
A Beemaster’s Tale by D. Anslow Lights. If you would like the Branch to sell hgner
The Practical Bee Guide by Digges wax products on your behalf please contact Margaret

The Hive and the Honeybee by J.M. Graham. Kay on mkay761@googlemail.com or 01769 5607419.

1 2 The bulbs and early perennials are looking lovely the number of ‘garden girls’ has grown so wg are
making real progress. We are very grateful fay kind donations adding to the money raised attax day so
will be buying some winter flowering heathers andeg or shrub or two.

The grass cutting season is here and Chris hastberfest cut of the year. We hope to have a remaf volun-
teers to take a turn mowing so it doesn’'t becomejor chore for anyone. If you would like to h@ligt get a ma
chine and go! The mowers are kept in the small siext to the QM'’s stores.

We want people to enjoy the garden and there éadjyr one bench in place, another to be put uplghofo come
and sit and watch the bees and the antics of thledlepers while the sun shines. Julie and the Garden Gang.
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